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Dedication 


This book is dedicated to our dear friend, 
the late Mary Powell 


MARY TAYLOR POWELL 

In the fall of 1882, Bayard Taylor bought 160 acres west of 
Goff. Prairie hay was waving over the whole farm and it had a 
small two-room house. The only road was a wagon trail out to the 
south a half mile or north down across the creek. The prairie hay 
was waist high. Neighbors were scarce, the house to the 
southwest was the Connal farm, and H.H. Hittle to the east and 
on adjoining farms, Johnson's to the south. Prairie hay was to be 
had for the cutting and putting it up. 

Bayard was married in Netawaka in July 1883. In April 
1889, a daughter, Mary Alice, was born to them. Mary grew up 
there and married Leonard Powell and lived one half mile west. 
They moved to the home place when Mary's father, Bayard 
Taylor, died. Mary lived there, known as "Vinegar Hill" the rest of 
her long life. 

In 1927, a survey was made for Highway Nine going across 
the farm northeast to southwest. Quote from Mary Powell, "a 
blacktop much traveled hi-way. From 1882, a lone gray house in 
the middle of the section to 1966 with the buzz of the cars and 


trucks shows the progress over the years.” 

After her husband passed away in 1963, I being a rural mail 
carrier, took her mail up the lane to her house every day six days 
a week for the next eleven years. Since her house was the last 
stop on my route, I would visit with her or help her with little 
chores. Many times I'd just stop and have a cup of coffee as we 
only carried mail for a half day back then. I came to know Mary, 
probably a little differently than most people knew her as we 
would visit about many things. She was the first person to 
interest me in the history of this area and she came to be a very 
dear friend. I remember one time in particular, when I went out 
in the afternoon, with my four wheel drive vehicle, and took her 
over east in the pasture. We were cutting cedar trees and she 
wanted to see if she could locate a rock there that she had carved 
her name on when herding cattle there as a child. We either 
never found the right rock or time had weathered away the 
names on it. 

It was her foresight to write and research some of the early 
history, which I have used extensively, that made this history 
possible. 

Also her cousin and children, Esther Brockman, Barbara 
and Bill, who preserved her works and made them available to 
me after Mary's death, helped me tremendously. 

Quote from Mary Powell's notes: "For the past is an integral 
part of the present and future and to erase it is to leave an 
incomplete pattern. 

"Therefore it colors our presents and influences our future 
and I believe we can look back upon it with tranquility.” 
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Roy R. Bell was born on a farm four and one half miles 
northeast of Goff, the fifth child of Everton A. and Iva Hulda Bell. 

He attended the one room country school, Morning Star, 
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graduated from Goff High School in 1949. He was inducted into 
the Army in January 1952 and is a combat veteran of the Korean 
war, serving as a machine gunner in the infantry. 

He was married to Patsy I. Richard on her parent's farm 
northeast of town on May 16, 1954. They had three children, 
Cynthia, who died in infancy, Ricky and Janet. 

He was appointed a rural mail carrier in 1958 and became 
Postmaster of Goff in 1974. He has lived in the Goff community 
his entire life. 


FOREWORD 


For some time I have felt that something should be put 
down on paper about our town to be preserved so that it would 
not be lost by time. So much has already escaped us and that 
part that is gone is gone forever. It has been at the urging of a 
number of people that finally convinced me to take on the task. 
My intentions are only to preserve that information which I have 
been able to obtain. 

This historical research has been prepared for your 
pleasure, not as a history text book, nor do we claim credit for all 
the material found in this book. The information has been 
gathered from many sources, newspapers of Nemaha County, the 
Census Bureau, Kansas Historical Society, Kansas History 1912 
by Frank Blackmar, The Goff Advance newspaper, U.S. Postal 
Service Library and older people of the community who were able 
to remember some of the early history. All the advertisements 
shown appeared in the Goff Advance. Hoping that each one who 
reads this may find enjoyment in some part, regretting that some 
events and names have been omitted for the lack of the 
knowledge of whereabouts. 

I wish to thank the many who furnished pictures and other 
information for this writing as I feel that it is impossible to name 
them all. I do, however, wish to mention the last editor of the Goff 
Advance Newspaper, Ray T. Ingalls, who had the foresight to bind 
the editor's copies from 1913 to 1943 and his wife, Mrs. Florence 
"Mickey" Ingalls, for allowing me the use of them. I would also 


like to thank my brother and his wife, Gary and Carolyn Bell of 
Bell Graphics, the printers of this book, who helped with the 
arrangement and setting of this material. It was their knowledge 
and guidance and the assistance and understanding of my dear 
wife, Patsy, that made putting these writings into book form 
possible. 


HOW 'GOFF' CAME TO BE 
The following article appeared in the Goff Advance on 
November 1, 1923. 


The man who might well be termed "The Father of Goff" 
visited here last Thursday afternoon. Mr. George C. Stahl, of 
1043 Spitzer Bldg., Toledo, Ohio, who has been a real estate 
dealer in that city for half a century, recalled vividly days of the 
early ‘70s, when his transaction in Goff community real estate 
were making history. Mr. Stahl was responsible for the City of 
Goff being located where it is. Here's the story. 

As a boy, Mr. Stahl lived at Fremont, Iowa. His father traded 
a business lot in Fremont to a surveyor by the name of Clapp, for 
the east half of section 35, which includes the present City of 
Goff. The elder Stahl was a friend of Senator Pomery of Muscotah 
and through him met Mr. Clapp, who had acquired the land as a 
fee for plotting the sections for the government. The elder Stahl 
sold the northwest quarter to his son in 1870 for $400. John C. . 
Stahl sold his brother a half interest later for $1200. Major 
Downs, superintendent of the Central Branch, then a Union 
Pacific line, running as far west as Waterville, had an offer to the 
elder Stahl to locate a station on his land here, build a depot and 
plot a town if Mr. Stahl would deed his company each alternating 
two lots in the 80 acre townsite. The elder Stahl passed the 
proposition on to his son. In the meantime land values had 
increased and Geo. C. Stahl believed that half of eighty acres was 
sufficient renumeration to the railroad for locating a town here. 
In 1871, Mr. Stahl came west and located on his land. For six 
months during '71, he ran a store here, and in looking over the 
town last week, as near as he could locate the spot was where 
Nick Henery's barn is now located. (Author's Note: This would be 


at the far west end of the present Third Street.) In the meantime, 
Major Downs had held to his original offer for half of an eighty or 
nothing, and had located the railroad station at Sother, a mile 
east on what is now the Baker farm, the east half of the 
southeast quarter of section 36. Mr. Stahl had to haul his goods 
from there to his store. One day the storekeeper walked over to 
the courthouse at Seneca and asked to see the plat book of 
Nemaha County. Land that had been sold had the name of the 
owner written across the tract in ink. The eighty where the 
station of Sother was located had the name of Smith written 
across it in pencil. County Treasurer Hibbard said that the land 
was sold, but no money had been paid on it. The law then was 
that the man who first tendered the money was the purchaser. 
With the aid of the County Attorney, Mr. Stahl convinced the 
Treasurer that he was compelled to issue him a patent deed for 
the land and laid out $574.90 in cash for the land. Smith was 
station agent for the U.P. at Sother, and was buying the eighty 
for his company. Stahl went from Seneca to Marysville, down to 
Waterville and back east as far as Muscotah, where he stopped to 
visit with his friend Senator Pomeroy. In the meantime the 
railroad company had employed an attorney, who caught up with 
Mr. Stahl at Muscotah and endeavored to talk him out of his 
patent deed to the eighty, including the station at Sother, and 
finally offered him a good sum. Mr. Stahl refused to sell at any 
Price. 

After six months, Mr. Stahl tired of running his store and 
went west to enjoy a buffalo hunt before returning east. He went 
by rail to Waterville, and from there by stage a hundred miles 
west to Cawker City. Stage competition was keen in those days. 
The usual charge was 10¢ a mile, $10 for the trip to Cawker City. 
Two rival stage drivers bid on Mr. Stahl until he got an offer of $3 
for a round trip which he promptly accepted, but the driver never 
did show up to give him the return trip. 

For a few years, Major Downs held out and finally in 1876 
he wired Mr. Stahl that he accepted his offer of half of eighty 
acres. Mr. Stahl was in Connecticut on business when he 


received the wire, and as soon as he could, came west. An 
agreement was drawn up whereby the Major Downs for the 
railroad agreed to locate the present Station of Goff, build a depot 
to cost not less than $1,000, and a hotel. The Hotel is the front 
part of the present Commercial Hotel, according to Mr. Stahl. It 
was the next year in 1877 before the town was platted and 
buildings completed. Then came the naming of the new station. 
Mr. Stahl wanted to call it Stallville, but Major Downs said he 
had a friend in Boston by the name of Goff, who would finance a 
colony of good citizens from there into the new territory if the 
town was named after him. This was finally agreed, but Mr. Goff 
failed to live up to his end of the agreement. Mr. Stahl wants it 
understood that the original name was Goff, not Goffs as the 
Missouri Pacific use on all their records. 

On his visit last week, Mr. Stahl had the original patent for 
the eighty in section 36 issued while James H. Harvey was 
governor of Kansas, also the original deed for the west half of 
section 35, issued to his parents. Mr. Stahl's sister, Mary B. 
Stahl, was the wife of D.M. Younkman, old settler of this 
community, whose death occurred in Tulsa, Oklahoma, the first 
of the month. Mr. Stahl continued his holdings in Goff for many 
years, but sold the last a number of years ago. 

Author's note: Mr. Stahl's mention of the Commercial Hotel 
is in conflict with the information which I have which shows the 
Depot Hotel as being the first built. Possibly since he hadn't lived 
here for some time and the Depot Hotel was torn down before he 
returned in 1923, he took it for granted that it was part of the 
Commercial Hotel. Goff Advance, November 1, 1923 


Goff was plotted on February 16, 1882 and recorded on 
March 7, 1882 at 4:00 p.m. It became incorporated on March 8, 
1894. Boyer's Addition, consisting of three blocks, was added on 
April 28, 1892 and Denton's Addition, consisting of two blocks, 
was added on May 7, 1895. 


Though some historians claim that Goff reached a 
population of 700, the federal census shows the following 
populations: 1900 - 365; 1910 - 422; 1920 - 398; 1930 - 437; 
1940 - 339; 1950 - 315; 1960 - 259; 1970 - 207; 1980 - 196. 

The town was recorded under the name of "Goffs" in 1882 
and was changed to "Goff" in 1894, the same year that it was 
incorporated. 

The following article appeared in the Goff Advance on March 


2, 1939. 


ST . 
if Founder of. Gott Gives! Ver 
Hon of, Naming Town, y 


Gott | ‘Advanced recelved & letter 
‘wotls from Geo. C. ‘Stahl, 93 years 
Stage, which puts a little different 
sight on the naming of Goff than had 
formerly béen the belief. It has al- 
ways been thought that Mr. Goff, after 
whom this fown was named, was an 
official of the Union Pacific, which lo- 
cated the town here when they built 
the railroad that is now the Northern 
‘Kansas Division of the Misiourl Pa 
cific in the 70's, ° 
_ Mr. Stahl-ds making his home with 
his son, Wm. F. Stahl, bond and in- 
surance agent in Tulsa, Oklahoma. 
Writing for vires of The Advance, 
he says in part: 

of eat ant oun ta: Fond muh6a 
am going on 93 years of age. I owned 
the land that Goff is located on “and 
“got the railroad company to put the 
ES 


town there in 1877 and ss 
call ‘it Stahlyille, bat “Major “Downs 
said if I would let him name it he 
{had a party who would bring a colony 
of people from Boston and start “the 
town in good shape, He, sald to call 


'|it Goff, after the man Who. would 


bring the.peopie, so I consentéd. But 
he led. No one from Boston game. 1 
could tell you-s lot but can not write 
1 et A : : 

“(So that’s another one for the scrap 
book of folks who are keeping data |. 
on the early day history of Goff. 


Since I can find no reference of Mr. Edward Goff ever being 
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here, the article leads me to believe that he may never, in fact, 
ever visited the town that was named after him. 


THE CITY OF GOFF 


Second Street looking west showing the Commercial Hotel and Home State 
Bank. Taken in 1901 or 1902. 


Nestled in the palestine hills of the southern part of 
Nemaha County, which is in the northern tier of counties and the 
third county from the east border of the state of Kansas, we find 
the town of Goff on Spring Creek in Harrison Township. Just to 
the west of Goff is the highest point on the railroad out of 
Atchison. When the rain drops fall on that point they are divided 
into four parts, running east to Spring Creek, north into the 
Nemaha River, and south and west into the Vermillion and 
Soldier Creeks. 

The northwest quarter of section 35, township 4, range 13 of 
Harrison township, the section in which Goff is laid out, was 
granted by U.S. patent to Thornton Clapp on March 5, 1863. 
During the same year was a survey for a railroad out of Atchison 
by the Union Pacific line. George C. Stahl acquired the quarter 
section from his father, who had acquired it from Clapp, for 
$400. The name of "Goff" was for a Mr. Edward H. Goff, a friend 
of Major Downs, superintendent of the Central Branch (see How 


aks 


Goff Came To Be). 

The streets and lots were laid out about 1878. Lots 9 & 10, 
across from the present elevator, block 13, were given to 
Chandler Abbott to build a hotel which was called the Depot 
Hotel. This was the first building built after the depot. Then part 
of the streets were graded and Goff began to take form. It was to 
be a "Railroad Town". 

Tom Berridge built a two story building on the west side of 
Stahl, in block 12, for a store, hardware and lumberyard. Stahl 
Street, named after George Stahl, was the main street of town. 
The Berridge family lived upstairs and it was here that Cora 
Berridge Archer was born. She was the first girl to be born in 
Goff. Goff Dean, born to the Deans of Deanville, was the first 
child born in Goff. Deanville was the name given to the first 
railroad stop here that was at the far west end of Third Street. 

Later Mr. Berridge sold his store to Uncle Billy, as he was 
called, McConnell. Mr. Berridge then built a house across Spring 
Creek south of town known as Brooklyn. He then sold this house 
and land to John Denton who, with the help of the community, 
laid out a race track and ball diamond to the southeast of the 
Denton house. Horse races were numerous and attendance was 
from a broad territory. Silas Bontrager was one of the last 
jockeys. Other jockeys were Jimmie Worcester, Jim Ruth and 
others. 

It was then that the Burget brothers, four of them, came to 
town from Nebraska. They had hi-class racing horses. While here 
Bill and Ki met the Baker girls, married and stayed here. Under 
the judges stand at the race track was a gambling game called 
"chuck of luck", This was in the 1880s and it was not a habit for 
the women to attend the races as it was a man's world. After the 
races many a fist fight broke out and this is probably where 
Judge Donaldson with his high topped boots, played an 
important part'in keeping the peace. 

In 1880, E.B. Abbott followed his brother here from Canada. 
That same year the Abbott building was built on the east of Stahl 
Street north of the present quonset building on block 13, lots 13 


-12- 


and 14. This was a two story with a stairway on the outside, 
south side. This housed the E.B. Abbott's general store. J.W. 
Taylor and son bought the store then traded it to C.C. Abbott for 
the hotel. Therefore C. C. Abbott had a general store in Goff for 
many years. Quote from the Goff Racket news item 1886, "C.C. 
Abbott's a sarcastic cuss haint he". 

There was a little building on the corner of Stahl and Second 
Street that 


. i housed the 
Saturday Hight in Goff [soyer rue 
store owned by 
Dr. Boyer. It 
was his father 
who owned the 
Admission to all but 10c land that is 
now known as 
Boyer's Addition on the north edge of town. Mary Powell states 
that this was the first drug store in town and the Goff Advance 
states that Charles Yonkman had a drug store on the west side of 
Stahl Street south of the present fire station in 1882 or 1883. 

In 1882, E.B. Abbott built a house on the west side of Stahl 
in block 11, lot 2. Here Chauncey Abbott was born and that was 
a long way up the hill. 

Ed High had a hay barn about where the present liquor 
store is on block 14, lot 5 and 6. Hay business was the leading 
business and many cars of baled prairie hay were shipped from 
Goff. 

In 1883, a lodge of the Sons of Temperence was organized. 
They also had an "Anti Horse Thief" Association. 

On May 27, 1885, a cyclone which came from the southwest 
damaged the depot and completely destroyed the Gard Pickett's 
two story house which stood where the present Henry Brothers 
station is on lot 2 of block 9. It also destroyed Moyer's new 
house. Judge Donaldson's house was blown off its foundation 
and stood in that position for many years. The lumber from Tom 
Berridge's lumberyard, on block 10, lot 8, was scattered all over 


Picture Show in the City Building 


starting at 8:00 P. M. 


consisting of a féature and short subjects 
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the hill east of town. One man was killed, and as George Conville 
was going to the blacksmith shop he was blown down, breaking 
his hip. Dr. Wheeler, who lived in the country a mile and a half 
north of the cemetery, set Conville's hip, and the news item 
reports "doing a very poor job of it". After this storm, caves 


Looking up Stahl Street from the south about 1910 
became very popular and many were built in Goff. 

From the records the winter of 1886-87 was a very severe 
one. The earth was frozen to a depth of three feet. Ice men were 
putting up thick ice and the thermometer stood at zero day after 
day. One large ice house stood southeast of town and another 
east of the railroad track near the far west end of Third Street. Ice 
was cut from Spring Creek and packed in sawdust and stored in 
these houses for summer use. 

Goff history would not be complete without mention of the 
roaring Fourth of July celebrations in the early days. The day 
was greeted by the "firing of the anvils" by Jack Handley. Two 
anvils were placed together with gun powder between them. The 
explosion was as loud as a cannon and heard for many miles. In 
due time the band would march up main street a "tootin' and 
thumpin", followed by the Raggin Muffin parade, on their way to 
the judges stand. And on to Riverside Park, just west of the 
depot, which was heavily timbered with large trees and Spring 
Creek winding its way through the trees. This was an ideal picnic 
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ground and here many a politician made speeches. Across the 
road to the north and a little west was the ball diamond. Here 
boys such as John McManis, the Jepsons, the Cooleys, Clyde 
Tomilson, the Bradleys and many others threw a speedy ball. On 
July 4, 1891, a big celebration was held at Riverside park. 
Fireworks were immense and the day passed in fine shape. 
Rubbin Gibbin made a merry-go-round, which was powered by a 
steam engine, that he brought to the celebration. 

After the school was moved to the top of the hill in 1891, the 
old two room building was converted into a dwelling. Then it 
housed the first poultry and egg buying station run by Al Wilson. 
The expense of drayage to the railroad was too great, so the 
business didn't last too long. Then about that time the Aaron 
Poultry and Egg Co. came to town and erected a building as close 
to the railroad as possible at the foot of Stahl Street, about where 
the elevator now is, facing north along first street. 

When the curfew bell sounded forth by the assistance of Al 
Wilson and Mack Taylor, at night, you'd better get home or the 
marshall would get you. Much building was in the air. The 
Wendel store, where the bank now stands, the comer drug store 
across the street with Dr. Corwin's office upstairs. The drug store 
building was moved to the corner a block west and a new brick 
building was built. 

By 1888, there were four full fledged hay firms in 
existence, all in big business. Freight shipments were being 
refused by the Central Branch. The rush of business was so great 
over the line that they could not handle any more. One thousand 
tons of hay were advertised in the Goff's news. 

Then in May 1896, a bad hailstorm swept through the town, 
breaking thirty-two windows in J.H. Carr's greenhouse northeast 
of the school in Boyers addition, fourteen windows in the 
Methodist church, eleven in the schoolhouse and some in every 
building in town. 

Judge J.R. Donaldson, who lived in Goff starting in the 
1890's, was the police judge for the town. 

At this point was when the joints were operating in town on 
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the south end of Stahl Street between First and Second Streets. 
There is an article elsewhere on this subject. 

In 1912, foot bridges were built across the creek at the west 
side of town to join the sidewalks. 

In July 1915, they sponsored a Chautaqua in a large 
auditorium tent one half block south of the school. They had ten 
programs including: Shumann Harvey quartet, four young ladies; 
a lecture recital form of program; Francis J. Gable, laughislopher 
or what we call a comedian; White Star Concert, Seichi Ikemoto, 
Japanese orator; Ye Old Town quartet, four gentlemen; Mrs. 
Marion Wharton, address; Miss Hallie Gossaway and the 
Neapolitan Troubadors, six Italians; Ben Hur singers and players; 
Judge Rolland Boggott, lecture. These Chautaquas became yearly 
events for a number of years. 

At this time Ed Fish was city maintenance man and city 
marshall. 


BIROS EYE NVikw,-Gorr, Hans, 


Looking up Stahl Street from the south. Taken between 1905 and 1910. Right side: 
carload of chickens, grain bins, blacksmith shop, livery bam, hardware and opra 
house, Dulake store building, First National Bank, Campbell Boarding House, 
school on top of hill and Methodist Church to right of Dulake building. 

Left side: Grain office, pool hall, Tom Berridge Hardware building, McConnell store 
building, Commercial Hotel, Home State Bank, Old State Bank building, and the 
Christian Church at the top. 


In December 1917, a contract was let by the city for 100 
signs thirty inches long giving the distance to Goff to be placed at 


-16- 


all the crossroads of roads leading to Goff. Also eight signs thirty 
inches square that read, "Goff Welcome" on one side and "Come 
Again" on the other side were to be placed on the eight roads at 
the edge of town. These signs were installed in 1918. In July 
1919, speed limit and danger signs were put up. The speed limit 
in town was 12 miles an hour and 6 miles an hour at street 
intersections. 

On Easter of 1920, Goff was blocked by a larger than usual 
snowstorm with drifts of fifteen to twenty feet deep blocking the 
railroad and country roads. 

In 1920, Goff was at the center of the dairy community with 
a number of cream and milk buying stations in town. It was one 
of the busiest places in the U.S., the Goff depot did 30% more 
business than any other depot in Nemaha County, and more 
than any station between Atchison and Concordia. The cash 
remittance from the Goff depot for June was over six thousand 
dollars. The Hanna Poultry and Egg Company was the largest 
industry in northeast Kansas, doing the greatest gross business 
of any other industry in Nemaha county. They employed up to 
eighty people with the largest payroll on the Central Branch. The 
Franklin Ice Cream Company was the greatest whole milk 
business in northeast Kansas. The express on their milk for July 
alone was fifteen hundred dollars. Over fifty carloads of choice 
alfalfa was shipped from this community during the 1920 season. 
Goff was the produce center of northeast Kansas. 

On May 6, 1921, the City had a rock picking on the main 
streets of town by Marshall Fish and ten school boys. They 
picked up a load of 3,840 pounds of rocks. In 1922, Cooley and 
Fitzwater purchased the old Aaron Poultry and Egg Building at 
the end of Main Street and had it torn down. 

In October, 1922, the County Commissioners met in Goff for 
dinner to look at the needs for bridges. With the help of the City 
they decided to put in a bridge on the county road at the 
northwest edge of town and one on the Whiteway just west of the 
depot, later to become Highway #9. 

In August 1925, a bus route was established from Holton to 
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Seneca. Goff was the midway station. S.M. Riley ran the route 
with his big Cadillac car making two trips a day. Then in 1926, 
George and Victor purchased the route and called it "The Seneca 
Transit Service Co.". It was a short lived enterprise. 


GIROS EXE VIEW, GOFF, KANS, 


Taken before 1910 from the hill northwest of town showing old school house on hill 
and Christian Church. 


On a Saturday evening in 1926, Marshall Horlock counted 
128 automobiles parked in the four blocks nearest the main 
business center. This was about an ordinary Saturday evening in 
Goff. Then in 1920, the City provided new yard and hitchracks 
just east of the Goff Grain office. During the twenties, poultry, 
eggs, milk, cream and apple orchards were the big businesses. 

The water fountain was built and installed by Horlock on the 
main corner, for public use in the fall of 1930. The fountain had 
coils underneath that could be iced in the summer to cool the 
drinking water. 

In February, a contract was let to straighten Spring Creek to 
Tun across the southwest edge of town. This project ran east to 
the Hooperville corner, a distance of two miles. The City, State 
Highway Department and railroad shared the cost. The City's 
share was three thousand dollars. 

In March 1933, an oil well was started just southwest of the 
depot. It was claimed that when the Kansas City North Western 
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Railroad drilled a water well there they had hit oil. It was 
abandoned in June as the samples of oil in the test were 
insufficient to warrant spending a great deal of money on a deep 
well. 

In the early spring of 1931, the "Club Lake" was built. The 
three acre lake in the F.D. Steele pasture west of Goff was built 
by a club membership. The lake was for members and 
membership cost five dollars in cash or labor. A fine bath house 
and spring board for diving and a fenced-in place in shallow 
water for children was built. The pond was stocked with fish for 
the use of the members. 


Looking up the highway from the west in 1948. Right side: lumberyard, hatchery, 
Commercial Hotel. Left side: John Deere building, Wink’s store, Home State Bank 
building, and First National Bank. 


Then in May, the Council purchased a John Deere tractor. 
This was the first tractor the City had had. Before that the streets 
were maintained with horses. The tractor was equipped with a 
drag blade for the streets. 

In May 1937, outdoor free shows were started, sponsored by 
the merchants and the City. They also sponsored the free shows 
in indoors in cooler weather. At one free show in December 1938, 
more than four hundred people attended in the Family Theatre. 
By this time John Hittle had become the Night Marshall. 

The annual Harvest Home picnic was started in 1908 and 
was a two day affair. They were held in the grove just west of 
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town. A number of free attractions were arranged. The old 
custom of festivities of this kind included a barbecue beef and it 
was served free on the last day. A big tent was erected in the 
grove and comfortable seats, etc. were provided as a rest room for 
the benefit of the ladies and children. These were held for a 
number of years to promote business in Goff. They also usually 
had a baseball game each day. These celebrations were moved to 
the school grounds in the 1920's. 


Tn \ 4 r nt 


East end of Second Street where the present restaurant now stands. Shumaker’s 
garage and truck. 

In the 1940s the City purchased a siren and Horlock 
installed it on the water tower leg support. It was used for fires 
and other emergencies. It also had a timer on it that 
automatically blew at 7:00 a.m., 12:00 Noon, 1:00 p.m. and 6:00 
p.m. except on Sundays. It was later moved downtown and 
installed on a block support behind the city building by the 
curfew bell. It still blows at the set times automatically but is no 
longer used in the case of fires. 

The City sewer system was completed in 1965 or 1966. For 
electricity and water see the separate section on them. 

1886 businesses in Goff were: E.B. Abbott, lumber, grain, 
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coal and barbed wire; J.E. Handley, blacksmith and wagon 
repair; A.O. Hart, hardware, implements and harness; Peter 
Mackay, livery, feed and stable; Wm. McConnell, hardware, 
implements, dry goods and groceries. 

In 1900, Charles Kenison of Kenison brothers, and Oliver 
Munson were the hardware dealers. J.R. Sparling was depot 
agent in 1901 and also in the coal and grain business. 


Old Handley house, site of the old Handley blacksmith shop showing hitching 
posts, Present Handley Park, taken in November 1952. 


On January 1, 1924, there were forty two businesses in 
town. They were: The First National Bank; The Hanna Poultry 
and Egg Co.; Friend and Holston Lumber and Coal; Willis Morrill 
Groceries; Boozikee General Merchandise Store; C.G. Nichols 
Jeweler; The Sharpe Garage; Goff Tire and Battery Shop; G.W. 
Sourk's Drug Store; E.C. Mahler's Confectionary and Sundries; 
C.S. Goodrich Real Estate and Insurance; Goff Telephone 
Company; H.C. Rust's Pool Hall; The Goff Blacksmith Shop; The 
Regent Barbershop; Dr. W.G. Bouse; Dr. L.A. Corwin; Dr. L.T. 
Brown; Goff Poultry Co.; S.B. Owsley's Poultry, Eggs and Cream; 
The Standard Oil Co.; Fitzwater and Cooley's Ford Agency; 
Conrad Boeding Livestock Shipper; B.Y. Bristow's Harness and 
Shoe Repair; Sam Monhollan's Harness and Shoe Repair; City 
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Dray Line; Goff Transfer Line; The Home State Bank; The Spring 
Valley Creamery Co.; The Goff Grain Co.; Simon and Sons 
Furniture, Hardware, Groceries and Undertaker; Herman Mast's 
General Merchandise; Leeper's Cash Hardware; White Way 
Garage; Goff Roller Mills; The Van Noy Interstate Eating House 
and Rooms; The Commercial Hotel; The Hotel Campbell; The Owl 
Cafe; The White Way Cafe and Bakery; The Electric Theatre; The 


Goff Advance. 


Old city fountain in 1990. 
Built in 1930, 


The names of those who signed to incorporate the town of Goff 


were as follows: 
J.W. Taylor 

J.A. Convil 

J.W. Wendel 
M.C. Teegarden 
J.H, Carr 

J.H. Christianson 
Bud Elliott 

G.B. Shell 
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Jno Cleaver 

N. Zimmerman 
J.R. Pickett 
F.J. Watkins 
H.F. Watkins 
J.W. Myers 
E.B. Abbott 

D. Harter 


P, Foster 

W.O. McCullock 
F.G. Berridge 
Issac Berridge 
O. Munson 

Jno Miller 

W.F. Fordyce 
R.L. Thompson 


F. Wilmer Bert Rucker Thos. Olive 


Cortez Wilson M. Taylor J.W. Elrick 
L.A. Warren J.W. Eckard F. Haughawont 
E.F. Crane L. Clippinger H, Berridge 
J.R. Sparling L.A. Corwin W.L. Stocking 
F.A. Myers Otis Atkins W.J. Rose 

R, Hanson F.M Sage E.P. Moore 
O.C. Williamson H.G. Pickett J.H. Huey 


Dated March 8, 1894 


"| iitindl 


boa ing west showing the Home State Bank, ost Office, afaibara and Implement, 
Commercial Hotel, Store (later hatchery), and Lumberyard. Boardwalks across the 
streets. 


Mayors of Goff 
1894 William E. McKibbon (first) 1923 Roger Kilkenny 


1898 J.G. Bickel 1933 Nick Henery 

1899 Joseph McDomell 1935 Herman Mast Jr. 
1900 J.W. Eckford 1937 G.W. Sourk 

1901 L.D. Allen 1941 E.E. Holston 

1902 Joe Munsel 1943 John Shaw 

1906 E. Holston 1961 Earl Volz 

1907 Frank Berridge 1969 Rex Shumaker 

1909 John McManis 1972 Larry Hicks 

1913 L.N. Simon (Shumaker resigned) 
1915 John McManis 1981 Kenneth McKee 
1917 W.L. Forrest 1985 Gus Freed 

1921 John McManis 1987 Larry Hicks (present) 
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Herman Mast Jr., elected Mayor of Goff in 1935, may have 
been the youngest mayor in Kansas at the age of 26. 

Patsy Bell became the first woman to serve on the city 
council. She was appointed to fill a vacancy that occurred in 
1971. 


Looking up Stahl Street from the south in 1990. 


RAILROADS 

In 1863, a survey for a railroad was made out of Atchison by 
the Union Pacific and known as the Atchison and Pike Peak line. 
This was later changed to "The Central Branch" of the Union 
Pacific. This was the first railroad in the state to carry out the 
blueprint of their survey. 

Then in July 1866, Congress passed acts granting large 
tracts of land in alternate sections on either side of the railroad 
line for a distance of ten miles. The Missouri Pacific Railway 
Company was organized on May 29, 1909 by the consolidation of 
some twenty-five railroads. (Taken from Kansas History 1912 by 
Frank A. Blackmar). 

The railroad was laid as far as Netawaka in 1866. Where 
Highway No. 9 crossed Highway 75 was a 'Y' for turning the 
trains around. A year later the road was extended to Corning. 
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Section crew in Goff showing the Union Depot Hotel to the right and the 
Kirschbraum Poultry building in the background. Taken in the 1890's. 


The going was slow. Crews were sent ahead to cut timber along 
Spring Creek because wood was used to power the engines and 
this was about the only place timber was available. A spot was 
selected for a section house at what is now the far west end of 
Third Street where the Gerald Moores now live. A family by the 
name of Dean lived there and this station became known as 
"Deanville". In 1871, G.C. Stahl had a grocery store near there at 
the fifty mile post. This would have been fifty miles from 
Atchison. 

The 1873 government aid to the Central Branch amounted 
to 245,166 acres of land. 

By 1876 this northwest quarter was owned by George C. 


= 


Kansas City, Wyandotte and N.W.R.R., 1887 
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Stahl (see How Goff Came To Be). The railroad gave Chandler 
Abbott lots to build a hotel (see Depot Hotel). The first railroad 
station stood southwest of Stahl and First Streets near where the 
Standard Oil tanks stood west of the resent elevator. Chandler 
Abbott became the proprietor there. 

Then in 1886 and 1887 a new railroad was pushing its way 
into Goff. The Kansas City-Wyandotte and Northwestern, as it 
was called, came from Wyandotte County through Holton, Goff, 
Seneca and to Virginia, Nebraska. This was later referred to as 
the Kansas City Northwestern. The charter for this railroad was 
signed in the office of Cook and Sharpe in March 1872 in Kansas 
City, Kansas. The headquarters were to be in Kansas City. The 
work was delayed in th spring of 1886 because of one of the 
worst strikes to that date. 

Feelings ran quite high with the arrival of the Northwestern 
whose crossing of the Central Branch was fiercely contested. The 
battle was won by the K.C.N.W. by a nervy night gang of laborers 
beating the ] 
process of Ll 
injunction, and 
Goff was at the ©& 
crossroads of 
two railroads. 
(The above in- ~ = 
formation was a a 
furnished by Union Depot, built in the late 1890s 
Mary Powell.) 

Telegraph service betwee Goff and Seneca went into 
operation on December 30, 1887. Messages could be sent and 
received in five minutes. In 1900 it was advertised that a Sunday 
excursion over the K.C.N.W., round trip to Kansas City, was 
offered for the fee of one dollar. 

By 1913 the Central Branch had four passenger and six 
freight trains in a day going though Goff. The K.C.N.W. had four 
passenger and two freight trains for a total of sixteen trains going 
through town daily. Some of the trains had a twenty-minute 
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delay in Goff for meals. In 1915 the Missouri Pacific erected a 
large water tank just south of the Goff depot. It was extra large to 
serve both railroads. At that time C.R. Tolliver was agent for both 
railroads. 

In 1919, the K.C.N.W. 
was put in receivership with 
L.S. Cass appointed as the 
receiver. He resigned and J.M. 
Lee was appointed as the 
receiver. He resigned and J.M. 
Lee was appointed. 
Representatives of about 
twenty towns along the 
K.C.N.W. line met on 
September 17, 1919 at the 
Kansas side Chamber of 
Commerce and formed an |: 
organization to work for the 
operation of the road after | 5: 
December 31, 1919. Service |; 
was suspended on the road on |’ 
November 1, 1919. The |5 
funeral train of the Kansas |' 
City Wyandotte and 
Northwestern railroad went | ¥ 
over the track one last time 
one day in the first week of L 
December 1919 with the officials gathering up the last of the 
tickets. 

In January 1920, railroad officials declared that the 
K.C.N.W, would go to junk March Ist if aid was not forthcoming 
to pay an operation deficit of $500,000 and lift the corporation 
from receivership. In August 1925, the road applied for authority 
to abandon the railroad from Kansas City to Seneca. This was a 
distance of 117 miles with 44 miles of branch lines. The railroad 
was committed to the junk pile in February 1926 and the track 
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was taken up in 1926 and 

cA Pemern TIME TABLE 1927. The Northwestern 

Following is the schedule of trains surrendered its charter to the 
at the Goff depot which we print with | Secretary of State in October 
out pay for the accommodation of our| 1927. Thus ended an era of 
readers: two railroads running through 

CENTRAL BRANCH town. 

eee Kee ee From the Goff Advance in 
Passenger, No. 504... 11:45 a, m,| 1916, according to trainmen 

10 minutes for lunch, leaves 11:55 | there was more freight and 
Local Freight, No. 598, (except baggage handled at Goff than 
any other point on either the 
Central Branch or the 
K.C.N.W. and the depot 
platform was in the poorest 


West Bound 

Passenger, No. 501 ... 

Passenger, No. 503... 

20 minutes for dinner, leaves 1:20. 
Local Freight, No. 599 (except 


Sunday) 11:45 a. m. | Shape of any place. In one 
KANSAS CITY NoRTHWesTERN | Week in October 1916, there 
East Bound were a total of fourteen 
Passenger, No. 532 (except carloads of cattle shipped 
4 Rinne aes Ge from the Goff stockyards. 
minutes for lunch, leaves 6: 
Passenger, No. 604 ............ 11:25 a, m. Due to the ceased operation 
20 minutes for dinner, leaves 11:45 | of the K.C.N.W., the Missouri 
Local Freight, No. 690, (except Pacific built new stockyards 
Sunday) 7:40 a. m. al their side of the track 
Wait Bouna long their side of the tracks 
Passenger, No. 503. just east of the Goff Grain 
20 minutes for dinner, leaves 1:05 Company's warehouse in 
pe rioters 1920. Up to this time the 
Local Freight, No. 691, (except Central Branch used the 
Sunday) 4:30 yf. ot. yards of the K.C.N.W. and had 


none of their own. Then in 
March 1923, they doubled the capacity of their yards. On July 20, 
1920, there was a carload of wool shipped from Goff to Chicago. 

In 1923, Goff was the leading station of the 194 stations in 
the St. Louis division of the Missouri Pacific in the telegraph 
department. The rating was determined by dividing the cash 
received by the population at a given station. 


Effective October 28, 1926 the railroad decided to agree with 
the majority and call their local station "Goff" instead of "Goffs as 
they had. The Post Office had changed the name in 1894. 

During the year of 1926 the Goff Station handled 667 
carloads of freight shipments. There were 229 carloads of dressed 
poultry and eggs shipped out. 


Union Depot showing the Van Noy Eating and Boarding House, built in 1909. 


Goff's last depot, taken in 1948 
The railroad installed a switch and siding near the Charley 
Hooper farm two miles east of town in 1928. J.E. Wilcox 
purchased an elevator in Whiting and rebuilt it there. It was 
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called "North Bancroft", however, the local joksters called it 
"Hooperville" after Charley Hooper. The corner two miles east of 
town is still referred to as the "Hooperville Corner". 

New pick up and delivery service was started in October 
1931 inside the city by the railroad. This became known as the 
"dray line or service". L, Ewing was given the contract and 
received five cents per one hundred pounds of freight. A section 
crew was established in Goff in 1941, 

The Union Pacific merged with the Missouri Pacific railroad 
in 1982 and in June 1986 rail service was discontinued from 
Parnell of near Atchison, to Vliets in Marshall county. Thus 
ended the era of trains running through Goff. 


Taking up the railroad through Goff on June 4, 1990. 


Today, June 4, 1990, the sledge hammers and machinery 
could once again be heard on the Central Branch. It must have 
been a joyful occasion in the 1860's when the railroad was laid 
west through this countryside, Today is a rather sad day for Goff 
and surrounding communities as the last train went through 
taking up the track behind it. This day was to be the last day of 
railroads running through Goff, a town that was built as a 
"railroad town". 

Van Noy Interstate Eating House 
The VanNoy Interstate Eating and Boarding House was built 
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just east of the depot and 
A NEW ORUG STOCK started operation in 
November 1909. This was 
the meeting place of about 
four trains at noontime and 
and up-to-date and the was a busy place. According 
prices are right. to Mary Powell the first high 
We want your business. school alumni meeting was 
held there. The depot 
. burned in February1908 

5 
CORWIN 5 DRUG STORE and they used two box cars 


until the new depot was 


Just to remind you 
that our stock is all new 


The Van Noy Eating 
~~. and Boarding 
“" House as it looks 
today. Home of Lyle 
and Mildred Weyer, 
1990. 


built about the same 
time as the Van Noy. 


Beginning the first of Open Nights I 


May, 1913, the Van Noy We will be open every evening 


Railroad Eating House in next week during the three days 
E North Bros, are showing in Goff. 
Goff passed into the 


hands of the Interstate ae Dake Ee swith: Dunehes, 


News Co, Their company 
purchased the entire Van 
Noy system over the The Van Noy-Interstate 
Missouri Pacific lines. In Ray Oakland, Mer. 

February 1923, the 


-31- 


February 1923, the Missouri Pacific took over a number of the 
Van Noy Eating Houses, but Goff was not one of them, Due to the 
closing of the Northwestern Railroad in 1919, business fell off 
and the Van Noy was closed about 1924, In December of 1924, 
C.K. Simon purchased the building. The following spring, in 
1925, they moved it to a location north of the Spring Valley 
Creamery in lot 14 of block 14, and remodeled it into a residence. 
Simon then sold it to E.V. Bowlby, then Elmer Jordan purchased 
it in 1932. In 1934, Jordan and Son moved the funeral home 
there. Jordan's left here in the late forties. It is presently the 
home of Lyle and Mildred Weyer. 


The last train to run through town June 4, 1990, 


JOINTS 

In the early days Goff was a rather roudy town and even 
though Kansas had a prohibition even before Goff existed, there 
was very little enforcement. Therefore, the joints were run like 
open saloons and liquor and beer flowed freely. According to 
Mary Powell there were five joints in town at that time. I assume 
this included the two pool halls that were here then, 

The following article appeared in the Goff newspaper in 
February, 1901: 

"Under authority of the county attorney, Ira Wells, Sheriff 
Campbell came down from Seneca with a warrant for all Goff 
joints, sworn to by a Goff lady. Two were captured. The Goff 
ladies were back of the clean-up movement, and on learning of 
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the release of the jointists after a hearing and with the rumor 
that they were going to re-open, they marched in a body to one of 
the joints and started to batter in the front preparatory to 
demolishing the place. Sheriff Campbell was across the street 
and on his promise to ship all goods and fixtures out of town on 
the first train, they ceased operation. The ladies stated in no 
uncertain terms what they would do to the next liquor dealer that 
set up in business. Strong resolutions were adopted at the 
church in the afternoon. 

The following Wednesday night a number of ladies, heavily 
veiled, made a raid upon the depot where several kegs of beer 
and a quantity of whiskey were stored, gained entrance through 
the south door and laid waste to the entire outfit. 

The same week fully a thousand of church people and 
Campbell college students of Holton went on a Carrie Natio 
crusade and put their blind tigers on the blink." 

In 1901, Carrie Nation, a temperance reformer, made a tour 
of Kansas towns leaving in her wake broken furniture and wasted 
intoxicants. By this time her 
hatchet was almost as well 
known as the one George Goff 
Washington used on the cherry 
tree. Her joint smashing crusade 
opened the eyes of Kansas in G. H. Jepson 
1901 to the fact that the 
prohibition was being almost 
wholly ignored. She was in Goff and called on Dr. Corwin while 
here, however, I cannot find whether or not if she participated in 
any raids here. 

The following information is from the Goff Advance: In June 
1915, C.S. Goodrich purchased the three buildings just north of 
Rust's Pool Hall. This would have been between First and Second 
Streets on the west side of Stahl Street. He sold the north two to 
John Bailey who tore them dwn. The one story building was built 
about 1881 by Uncle Billy McConnell for a general store and was 
occupied by him for many years. The central two story building 


Recreation Parlor 


-33- 


was built about 1882 by Tom Berridge for a hardware store. The 
south one story building was built in 1883 or 84 by Charles 
Younkman for his drug store. 

Later Charles Kennison bought the hardware stock, in the 
central building, and moved it to the north room and put 
furniture in the south 
room. His business 
prospered there until 
about 1897 when he 
built the brick block, 
which was just west of 
the present American 
Legion, and moved his 
stock there. 

Since that time these 
= = _ buildings have passed 


Old Sharpe Building 1990, housed different through varied and 


businesses including pool halls. Presently White 
Barn II, an antique and furniture refinishing troublesome experiences. 


establishment run by John and Sue McDaniel Here were the old time 
doggieries, joints and other like gateways to perdition that 
invested nearly the whole of Kansas at the turn of the century, 
and where frequent brawling of maudlin drunks was staged. If 
those walls could have talked, what a tale they could have told. 


POOL HALLS 

H.C. "Chappy" Rust's smoke house was located on the south 
end of Stahl street on the west side. It was started in the early 
1890's and operated there through the wild open saloon days of 
Goff. Chappy died in 1934 and Ted Rust ran the recreation 
parlor. That same year he opened a chili parlor on the south side 
of the building. The pool hall later closed and Raymond Fletchall, 
of the West End Garage purchased the building and remodeled it 
into a modem garage using the small chili parlor for an office. He 
died in February 1963 and the shop was closed. This building 
became the first home of the Rural Fire District in Goff. It is 
presently owned by Roy Bell. 


In the 1890s or early 1990s, Bill Plummer had a pool hall on 
the east side of Stahl Street by the livery barn. This closed in the 
early 1900s. 

Charles F. Mitts opened a 
pool hall in the Sharpe] PLAYING POCKET BILLIARDS 


building east of the bank, IS BENEFICIAL, 
present White Barn, after 


‘Young men—and older ones—like to play Pocket 


Salem Stie moved his feeticioas isthe Gia bles aoe nae 
mercantile business out in Seen ae ceed ie eccbniag Werckyaed at 
1934. In 1936 it was broken thu ations of thebestof homes. ae eglpped 
into and a slot machine was Gute ed 
stolen. He then closed and in ilicteinicuemice Se 
1937 A.C. Holthaus rented the CHAP’S SMOKE HOUSE 
building and opened a Ut you dont play come in and smoke. 


recreation parlor. In April 
1939 Robert Fellows took over and in 1941 purchased the 
building. In 1942 his parents, Mr. and Mrs. Guy Jepson took 
over and also ran a restaurant at that time. The pool hall was 
closed in about 1964 or 1965. 

Then in about 1965 or 1966 a man from Topeka rented the 
building and remodeled it into a night club. It was named The 
Silver Slipper and had a picture of a slipper painted on the front 
window along with the name, but it only operated a few months. 

Russel Fulkerson and Darrel Boeckman opened a pool hall 
in the Sharpe building in October 1980 called Rocky's Palace. 
They closed in December 1982 and the White Barn II was started 
there, This was the last pool hall here. 


LIQUOR STORES 

A law was passed in the late forties or early fifties by the 
Kansas Legislature to allow for package liquor stores in the state. 
Then in about 1958, Emil and Bernice Thieme opened a liquo 
store in the old barbershop room in the west end of the 
Commercial Hotel. After Emil's death the store was closed in 
1964. Vernon and Elsie Brack built a new block building on the 
east side of town, south of the cafe, for a liquor store. Then a 


get the issue in Goff 

brought to a vote in 

| hopes, by some people, 

‘of getting the town 

— hie declared dry. However, 

the issue was defeated 

and the Bracks opened 

on April 15, 1967, Elsie 

still operates the store at 
that location. 


CITY HALL 

The City Hall started on the corner west from the present 
bank building and it was moved to the brick building north of the 
bank by the curfew bell in the early 1900s. In 1939 the City 
maintenance man and electrician, Horlock, built a small building 
just to the east of the hall to house the electrical equipment and 
supplies. The City had purchased the Henry Berridge building 
just to the north and planned to build there, but then they 
=i | purchased the present City Hall 

= ‘ _ building. Clarence Powell built this 
building in the 1890s. In 1913, the 
P.L. Gibson Mercantile was there and 
sold out to Peerless Mercantile Co. 
They closed the store in June 1915 
and moved the stock. The Electric 
Theatre was started there by T.L. 
Rahl. In 1919 the 1,0.0.F. purchased 
the building, then sold it to the city in 
= 1939 for the sum of $1,500. The 
Old City Hall building showing Oddfellows had remodeled this 
BE RUE DEE ORES TON: building ( for further information see 
the article on that lodge). Then in 1940, J.H. Horlock remodeled 
the City building. He moved the stairway from the west end to the 
southeast corner and partitioned the basement into two rooms 


es ay petition was circulated to 
a . ; 
“4 


Liquor Store, 1990 
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with swinging doors so it 
could be opened into 
one. The City purchasd 
160 used theatre chairs 
for the upstairs with 
plans to start picture 
shows there. The first 
show was shown there 
by the City on Saturday 
night, March 2, 1940. 
However, there had been ie Cty Hall sipstaire ond old L00.8: hall 
shows shown there igken in 1990. 

before when it was 

known as the Electric Theatre. Then in the sixties the Lions Club 
remodeled the hall again by putting in new oak flooring upstairs, 
particle board on the walls both up and downstairs, and dug out 
and enlarged the kitchen to its present state. 


Present City Hall downstairs 
— showing the old school bell in 
front, taken in 1990. 


LIBRARY 
In March 1923, the Delta Sigma Sunday School Class of the 
Christian Church started a library. They used the rooms in the 
back of the telephone office. This was on the south side of the 
present highway across from the American Legion hall. 
Then in March 1934 the Goff Woman's Club sponsored a 
library. It was started just north of the present City Hall, then 


-37- 


moved in 1938 to the commercial rooms. This was on the west 
side of Mast's store about where the school bell now stands. In 
1941, they moved into the basement of the City Hall building. By 
this time they had 1,200 books with "Gone With The Wind" being 
the most popular. The library closed after World War II. 


A $ WORKS WONDERS 
AT THIS STORE 


Our customers know It-we waut others to. That’s the reason 
we are asking you to bring your next dollar here and watch It 
perform. It will cause the goods to slide right over the counter 
and into your arms until you think you are buying the whole 
store-with the clerk included. 


See Prices Below-Friday and Saturday Only 


‘$1.5 0 Men’s straw hats..$1.0 8 
0 Men's straw hats.. 1.25 
0 Men's hats... 75 
0° Men’s hats... 225 
O Men’s hats.2....... 3.25 
ob lot straw hats-----.---- 10] 2 


P. LL. & 


CITY WATER 

In June 1914, a city well was dug for a mild condensary 
which never developed. This well was drilled right in front of the 
old ice cream building where the City presently stores its’ 
equipment. 

They struck sheet water that ran out of the top of the well. 
They sand packed in the casing so they drive the casing through 
the sand to shut it out. The well was eighty-four feet deep and 
the water was struck at seventy-two feet. There was constantly 
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fifty feet of water in it. Later the Hanna Poultry and Egg Co. used 
this well until they drilled their own in about 1920. 

In June 1923 the City Officials ordered a survey to ascertain 
the cost of a complete City Waterworks. Ordinance No. 81 was 
passed in August 1923 to bring to a vote a bond issue for 
installing a City Water 7 
System. The bond was for 
$24,000. The bond election 
was set for September 14, 
1923. The City Administration 
went on record in their 
minutes that if the bond issue 
for water carried, they would 
issue an additional $17,000 
for a new sewer system. The 
bond carried by a vote of 112 
to 66. In November a test well 
was put down just north of J 
the spring at the J.E. Munsel 
farm at the northeast edge of 
town, present home of Don 
and Ardis Kramer. An 
ordinance was passed in April 
1924, calling for the 
construction of a sanitary sewer system, An advertisement for 
bids on the water and sewer systems was published and the bids 
were opened on April 11, 1924. After finding the total cost higher 
than expected, the City Council held an "expression election" on 
April 21 to determine if the people were still interested in 
installing the water system without the sewer system. The vote 
carried by 138 for to 60 against. The well was finished at the 
lower end of Main Street and pumping started on June 10, 1925. 
This was the test pumping to clear the well up. It was figured 
that it would supply 100 families with an average use of 4,500 
gallons a month. The water tower and mains were pumped full in 
August 1925. J.H. Horlock became the City Light and Water 


City Water Tower, taken in 1990 
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Commissioner at that time. 

Then in 1929, Horlock and a crew hand-dug a well toa 
depth of 26 feet and 14 feet wide. They had twenty feet of clear 
water and piped it to the old well. They planned to dig to a depth 
of forty feet. In November 1932, Horlock fitted a belt pulley on the 
city tractor to pump water as electricity was costing $35 per 
month to pump the city well. In 1934, using federal funds under 
the CWA program, Horlock and crew dug the well to about fifty 
feet. It required two pumps to keep the water out so they could 
dig as it came in at 25 gallons a minute. They had thirty feet of 
water. They bored a number of laterals in the water bearing 
formation in all directions for a distance of 75 feet to feed the 
water into the well in 1937. 

There have been different wells drilled over the years since 
that time. The present one being used is by the ball diamond on 
the east side of town. There is presently testing being done 
northeast of town for a new well. 


LIGHTS AND ELECTRICITY 

The first street lights, purchased on February 11, 1914, 
were the Blaugas or Carbide gas lights. The plant was in a little 
brick building behind the hardware store just west of the present 
American Legion Hall. This came in two parts, carbide and water. 
The carbide came in cans and they filled one tank with water. 
The carbide had a place to open and they let the carbide down in 
the water to form the gas. Buck Henery states that an old man 
who stayed at the hotel, who had been city marshall at one time, 
took care of them. He took a step ladder every evening and lit the 
lights and in the morning he turned them off. There were 
between ten and twenty lights. 

On July 15, 1915, an electric light ordinance was passed. to 
hold a special election on September 7 for a bond not exceeding 
$6,000 to put in electricity. 

The bond carried, 113 to 40. The electricity was bought from 
Centralia, who hooked up Corning at the same time, from the 
Centralia light plant. The electricity was turned on in February 


1916. Then in 1919, there was a shortage of coal, which was 
used to fire the plant, so people could only use juice when it was 
available. In December, they secured more coal so Goff could get 
electricity from 5:00 a.m. until 11:00 p.m. and were allowed to 
use the street lights on Sunday evening for the first time in a 
month. In November of 1919, Mr. and Mrs. A.G. Steele installed a 
light and power system two miles west from Goff, and they 
became the first farm folks in the community to have electricity. 

Then in August 1922, Centralia started buying electricity 
from the Marshall County Light and Power Co., a branch of the 
United Light and Power Co. of Abilene who had a water power 
plant at Rocky Ford and Blue Rapids. This did not affect the 
contract Goff had and they still bought the electricity from 
Centralia. 

Kansas Power and Light Co. took over the company in 1926. 
J.H. Horlock was the City Light and Water Commissioner starting 
in 1925. Horlock built concrete street lights in the shape of a "T" 
with a light globe on each end. He installed them in April, 1929, 
on each side of the highway, which had become the Main Street 
by then. Then in 1936 the system was upgraded and a new 
distribution sub station was built by Kansas Power and Light on 
top of the hill just north of the school. 

The franchise to buy electricity from them and re-sell it to 
the Goff patrons was discontinued in the eighties and we are now 
served directly by the Kansas Power and Light Co. 


TELEPHONE 

The first telephone exchange or switch was installed in the 
Kennison Harware in block 11 which was in about 1898 or 99. 
Grace Berridge (Mrs. McManis) was one of the operators. Then in 
April 1900 the Goff Telephone Exchange was merged into a stock 
company with H.F. Hinds as President; J.G. Bickel, Vice 
President; Levi Clippinger, Secretary; and L.D. Allen, Treasurer. 
Later the exchange was moved upstairs and after the fire in 
1903, an emergency office was set up in the lumber yard office. It 
was then that a meeting was held about a rural telephone 


-41- 


proposition and long distance service was hooked up by the Bell 
Telephone Company. The office was moved upstairs in the 
hatchery building, a brick builing built by Frank Watkins in 
block 12 across from the present Legion Hall. In June 1921, Mr. 
Quinn, manager of the Bell Telephone Co. of Seneca, purchased a 
substantial interest in the Goff Telephone Exchange. In August 
they purchased the Cox residence just north of the First National 
Bank by 


FRIEND&HO 


Switchboard in the Goff Telephone Goff Telephone Office on south side of 
Office north of the Bank taken in 1937. the highway east of the lumber yard. 
Shown: Desta Dilling, Central, 
standing and her daughter, 
Nyra Dempsey, seated. 


room into a central office a SE A V | C E 


and moved the phone G Phone 54 
company in during the Service is the impor- 
, tant thing to users 
first week of November. t & of the telephone. It 
In 1926, the company i | 4s our aim to give 
was sold to United that strvice that 
¥ meets ‘the demand 
Securities Company of é and needs of our 
Abilene, and was ar For any 
operated by the complaint or sug- 
American Telephone Co. Pantone Puan jee) 
Then in 1928, the The Goff 


American Company Tel’ phone Co 
installed underground M. Quinn, Mgr. 
cables, replacing most of 
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the overhead lines. During the hard times of 1929 very few 
phones were in use, which provided a hardship on the company. 
In 1958, the J.B.N. Telephone Co. bought the exchange from the 
American Telehone Co. On September 12, 1959, the Goff 
exchange was changed over to dial equiped with an automatic six 
minute conversation cut off timer with the operator in Holton. 
J.C. Carson was the president of the Jackson, Brown, Nemaha 
County Telephone Co.Later his son, Robert, took over the 
company and has since sold it to the Contel Co. We could very 
well now ay farewell to the good old days. Goodbye was said to 
the old telephone with the crank to ring it with that had hung on 
the wall since the early 1900s and hello to the new dial 
instrument. 


FIRE PREVENTION 

In December 1913, a Goff Fire Prevention was formed to try 

to prevent fires by bringing to the public's attention to be 
cautious of fire hazards and correct them. On February 18, 1914, 
the City purchased a two wheel cart to carry two babcocks, two 
dozen buckets and fitted with a tank, pump and hose. In June 
1924, 1,000 feet of fire hose was ordered by the Council to have 
ready when the City Water was turned on. On Sunday, August 


—— i itl: 


ee nde 
The new Rural Fire Truck, a 1963 Chevrolet, with Lions Club members. Standing: 
Lyle Weyer, Earl Volz, Jim Grimes. Sitting: Ward Sourk. Kneeling: Roy Bell, Gerald 
Sourk, Frank Tappehorn. Taken in 1964. 
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23, 1925, the hose was attached to a water hydrant on Main 
Street for a trial. The pressure shot nearly 100 feet into the air. 
This gave Goff as good of fire protection as any town in northeast 
Kansas. They had enough hose to run two hoses for two blocks 
and they got their hose cart shortly after, in 1925. A volunteer 
fire department was established in February 1926 by city 
odinance and J.H. Horlock was appointed the first Fire Chief. The 
City purchased a Dodge pickup in 1950 and in 1955 they put the 
hose reel on it and used it for a fire truck. Then in 1963 the first 
Rural Fire District in Nemaha County was formed in Goff through 
the efforts of the Lions Club. Roy Bell was appointed as the first 
Fire Chief of this new district. Shortly thereafter the Goff 
Volunteer Fire Department and Nemaha County Fire District #1 
were consolidatd into the Rural District bringing an end to the 
Goff Volunteer Fire Department. However, the Rural District is 
headquartered in Goff and we are provided with up-to-date fire 
and emergency equiment including the EMTs. Patricia Fulkerson 
Roberts was the first EMT to be certified in Goff. The present 
Rural Fire Station is located on the west side of Stahl Street 
between First and Second Streets. 


Rural Fire District One Fire Station, taken in 1990 


THE WHITE WAY. CAFE 


» L. WILHELM 


The Cafe That Has Made Good. 
First: By Producing the Goods. 
Second: By giving you your money’s worth 
Third: By always being on the job. 


aff Live ' = NEWSPAPER 


The first paper in Gols \ was 
The Goff 


known as the "Goffs News", with 
Nemaha County 


Tom Kerr as editor and it was 
Advance 


printed in Centralia. The News 
reported on April 27, 1883 that 

RAY T. INGALLS 

Owner & Publisher 


he had purchased material to put 
in an office, however, the first 
paper printed in Goff was October 
1877 and reported that the "Goff 
News” by Kerr was June 27, 
1889, and then L.J. Jones took 
over. Jones moved to Seneca and 
Goff was without a paper until 
the Goff Advance was started. 
According to Mary Powell the first 
one, Volume 1, was printed on 
March 31, 1892 and the editor 
was Fred Haughawant, Editors to 
follow were: O.C. Williamson, 
1898; L.J. Adams, 1900; P.L. 
Briney, 1901-04; T.A. Kerr, 1905; 
A.M. Kerr, 1906; Berridge and 
Watkins, June 1906; Homer 
Hochgrafe, Nov. 1906; J.L. Papes, 
1907; T.A. Kerr, 1908; Charles 
ill, 1910; E.F. Jones, 1911; Ray T. Ingalls took over May 1, 
, and ran the paper until it closed on September 3, 1943. 
; There weren't any editor's copies preserved prior to when 
Mmgalls took over in 1913, — 
according to the Advance article Te fl Your Sto ry 
i Be October 31, 1929 issue. ively, arid Often 


| The Goff Advance started in 
ff just ‘South of the Advertise with 


mmercial,Hotel on the west 1s Goff Advance 
‘Stahl Street south of 


> Paytncne privileges -45- 
Loans Cloxed promptly, 
| a 
1} 


Published every Thursday. 
Entered as Second Class Matter 
at’ the Postoffice at Goff, Kansas, 
‘according to Act of Congress. 


Subscription Rates in Kansas 

One Year, $1.22 (tax.3c) $1.25 

6 Months, 73c (tax 2c) 15¢ 

8 Months, 88c (tax 2c) 40c 
Outside Kansas 

1 Year $1,25; Six Months 75c; 

Three Months 40c 


j Advertising Rate 
Display, per col. inch ----- 25e 
Readers, per line ---------- Be 
Front Page Readers, line ---10c 


Classified, per line ------- 
Ward of Thanks ----------- 


Second Street. It was moved from there in 1913 to the old bank 
building on the corner of Third and Stahl Streets. In 1916 it was 
moved into the building one half block north of the bank, just 
north of the brick building by the old curfew bell, Then in 


BILL BOOSTER SAYS ° 


s \STEN, FRIENDS! ROADS. 
FROM ALL OVER THE 
WORLD LEAD INTO OUR TOWN! 

CUSTOMERS AND HOME- 
SEEKERS WILL DAM SHESE 
ROADS {F WE'RE SMARY 
ENOUGH “O ATYRACT THEM 
ARE WE @ \'LL'SAN WE ARE} 
Lets GO\ 4 " 


F DY Bp ORE 
IY 


i 


/Suasers BE 


Our “Swan Song” 


As A Publisher 


1578 Weekly Issues in 
Gotf—Some Part for 
2088 Weelss—No Skips 
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November 1923, the Advance 
moved into the brick building 
on the south side of Second 
Street just across from the 
present American Legion Hall. 
In November 1928, Ray Ingalls, 
Editor, purchased the old 
Sharpe Garage building on the 
corner east of the First 
National Bank. He remodeled 
the building and in February 
he moved the Advance to that 
location. 

In June 1939, they installed 
a Cranston drum press 
replacing the old grasshopper 
style prouty newspaper press. 
The September 30, 1943 issue 
was our Swan Song as a 
publisher by Ingalls. Due to 
the war, help was unavailable 
and also postal regulations no 
longer permitted them to send 
copies free to the boys n the 
service during World War II. 

Thus ended the newspaper 
publishing in Goff. 


When postal rules and other re- 
strictions prohibited sending our 
weekly newspaper free to the most 
wonderful group of boys and girls 
on earth in uniform, all the joy 
was taken out of the job of mak- 


ing that newspaper. Red ink in 
the business end, caused by eco- 
nomic conditions and Icck of ad- 
vertising, had not mattered until 
then. As we approached the time 
for “folding-up,” we wondered 
just how to adequately express our 
deep appreciation for the thou- 
sands of loyal friends, correspon- 
dents, subscribers and advertisers 
through the years. A myriad of 
faces, voices and names came 
crowding down through memory 
that would fill many volumes. 
Mere words fail to convey half the 
thanks that we would extend to 
you for your help, encouragement 
and co-operation,, Only time and 
an opportunity to partly repay 
that loyalty can balance the obli- 
gation, We feel like Tiny Tim— 
and can only say—God Bless You, 
each and every one. 

If you folks who have become 
accustamed to the weekly visits of 
The Advance, feel that you will 
miss it, just consider for a minute 
the pilot who has tried to keep the 
the news clean, impartial and fair 
to everyone the last 1578 weekly 
issues, and look after the many 
other details of the, publishing 
business. During that time we 
have never missed a week looking 
after the major part of the writing 
and proof reading. On a very few 
occasions we have written copy or 
read proof in bed. and on two or 


Ray T. and Mickey 
Ingalls, Editor of 


the Goff Advance, 
1913-1943. 


three occasions have actuaily 
taken a trip between “press days.” 
Our uninterrupted service goes 
back 520 weeks beyond that, when 
for ten years we had never missec 
a full week’s pay or contributing 
some portion of the work on a 
weekly newspaper. 

For the dvratio we have a 
strenuous work program, but when 
the war is won, we hope to find 
time to loaf a little, observe the 
beauties of a Kansas sunrise at 
leisure, watch the wonders of na- 
ture in the trees, flowers and the 
growing crops (without the profit 
angle) and see what other places 
and people on this old globe look 
like and are thinking about. 

All Advance subscribers who 
have credit due will automatically 
be placed on the subscription list 
of The (semi-weekly) Courier 
Tribune at Seneca, and credit 
given at their usbscription rate. 
The former Advance publisher will 
assist the Seneca fclks in giving 
the best news service possible un- 
dev war-time conditions to this 
corner of Nemaha county, and wil! 
be glad to accept new or renewal 
subscription for ‘he Courier- 
Tribune until a better plan can be 
worked out, Any Advance sub- 
scriber who is not satisfied with 
this arrangement will be cheer- 
fully refunded the unearned bal- 
ance by seeing Ray T. Ingalls, 
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THE POST OFFICE 

The first Post Office was established in Goff on February 27, 
1880 under the name of "Goffs". The name was changed to Goff 
on the fifteenth of December in 1894. Before that the people of 
the Goff territory received their mail from the Sother Post Office, 
which was located about two miles east of town on the railroad. 
Others received theirs at the Hays Post Office which was located 
two miles to the north of where Goff now stands. 

: These offices 
were closed after the 
Goff office was 
established. The 

= first office was 
located in the Abbott 
store about one 
third block south of 
— the First National 
eS Bank. It was later 

, “ANE moved across the 
Post Office taken in the teens. Present American Legion. : 
Pictured left to right: G.M. Hyde, carrier; Dr. Murray, street to just south 
veterinarian; Clyton Simon, Postmaster; Lady of the Commercial 
unknown; Herb Wessel, carrier: Man unknown. Car Hotelvon the west 
belonged to one of the carriers. 

side of Stahl Street. 

W.L. Stocking was appointed Postmaster on May 29, 1897 and he 
built the brick building on the north side of Second Street where 
the present American Legion Post is located on the west part of 
lot 8 in block 11. 

After Ray T. Ingalls was appointed Postmaster, he moved the 
post office to his building, the old Izaiah Sharpe Garage building 
on the corner east of the bank in block 10, east side of lot 8, on 
July 1, 1939. Harold Vernon was appointed Postmaster in May of 
1949 and later moved the office to the old Sourk Drug Store 
building which was the north part of the present First National 
Bank. Roy Bell became Postmaster in 1974 and in 1978 the Post 
Office was moved to its present location which was built new on 
the east side of the present bank building. 
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In December 1896, the Goff Post Office was robbed of $300 
in cash and $150 in postage stamps. 

The first rural carrier from Goff was John Hill, who started 
in 1894. G.M. Hyde started as a carrier on Route One on July 1, 


1902 and carried until 
his death on November “ial 
7, 1927. Herb Wessell 
carried on Route Two, 
and John Hill on Route 
Three. Hill quit in 1924, 
and Frank."Ray" Riley 

took over. On August 1, ‘ 
1921, William Hawley, Post Office on north side of present bank, 1976. 
Jr. took over Route Two. Shown is Roy Bell, Postmaster. 

After G.M. Hyde's death, the three routes were consolidated into 
two with Riley on Route One and Hawley on Route Two. Then in 
July 1933 the Bancroft Route was consolidated with Goff and the 
Star Route of Harry Johnstone's was eliminated. Mack Wesley 
was carrier on the new Route Three from Golf, On May 31, 1936, 
McDowell Wesley retired and the three routes were again 
consolidated into two with Riley on Route One and Hawley on 
Route Two. On May 31, 1941, the Bancroft Post Office was 
closed and the patrons were served on Rural Route One out of 
Goff. Twenty families were added to the route. 

After Ray Riley and Bill Hawley retired, Raymond Bradley 
was appointed as carrier on Route One and Roy Bell on Route 
Two, both in 1958. Roy Bell then became the Postmaster in 
1974 and the Routes were consolidated with Corning, leaving 
but one carrier out of Goff. 


Raymond Bradley 
retired in 1989 and Don THE GOFF POSTOFFICE 


EDDIE, RAY, BILL AND RAY T. 


Huddleston, from 
Vermillion, is the present 
carrier on Route One. 
Alfred Huerter, who was the carrier at Corning came over to 
Goff and carried the old Route Two. He retired the first of 
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September of this year, 1990. 

On February 1, 1923, W.J. McCrann was given a contract 
to carry the mail from the depot to the Post Office. Prior to that 
time the depot agent was responsible for getting the mail to the 
Post Office. Henry voaley got the contract starting April 1, 

) 1928. Over the years a 
number of different 
people. including the 
barber, Walter Bradley, 
had the contract. The 
service was dis- 
continued in the 
seventies when the 
passenger train service 

- was discontinued by 
the railroad, Since 

Present Post Office, taken about 1980 that time the mail has 
been delivered to the local office by truck. 

The first air mail letter was sent from the Goff Post Office 
in July, 1924. The rate for air mail was then eight cents per 
zone. There were three zones and we were in the middle so it 
cost sixteen cents to air mail a letter to either coast. 

Starting March 2, 1936, the Post Office Department 
established a Star Route from Atchison to Washington going 
through Goff. This was done due to the daytime passenger train 
being discontinued. The bulk of the mail, however, was still 
carried on the night passenger. This Star Route was 
discontinued in the sixties. 

Postmasters who served when the city was under the name 
of "Goffs" were: Chandler Abbott, February 27, 1880-1887; 
Edmond Abbott, January 15, 1887-1889; Thomas Berridge, 
August 7, 1889-1890; Chandler Abbott, December 10, 1890- 
1892; Edward Crane, February 6, 1892-1894. The name of the 
city was changed to "Goff on December 15, 1894, Postmasters 
serving under the cily name of "Goff": William Dennis, 
December 15, 1894-1897; Walter Stocking, May 29, 1897-1915; 
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Clayton Symon, March 2, 
1915-1923; C.S. Goodrich, 
June 20, 1923-1934; Ray 
Ingalls, February 28, 
1934-1944; Edwin 
Huerter, January 31, 
1944-1945; Desta Dilling, 
Acting Postmaster, 
November 15, 1945-1949; 
Harold Vernon, May 5, 
1949-1974; Roy Bell, July 
20, 1974-1986; Paula 
Welton, February 28, — = 


_ 2 Inside present Post Office showing rural 
1987-1988; Jody Lear, carrier’s case. Pictured is carrier Raymond 
Officer in Charge a few Bradley. 


months; Cheryl Farmer, 
August 1988 to present. 


BANKS 

The State Bank of Goff was chartered around 1890 and 
was incorporated on November 29, 1891, and had the following 
officers: E.B. Abbott, President; J.S. Clifton, Vice President; 
L.D. Allen, Cashier; and C.S. Goodrich, Assistant Cashier. It 
started on the building just north of the Henry Brothers Storage 
building on south Stahl Street on the east side, block 13, lot 13, 
present shop of Gerald Moore. It was later moved to the then 
new bank building on block 11, lot 1, which was one block 
north of the present Highway #9. This building was torn down 
in 1979. 

The Farmers State Bank was opened in 1903 with a capital 
stock of $10,000 and had the following officers: Dr. L.A. 
Corwin, President; L.N. Simon, Vice President; A.R. Howland, 
Second Vice President; and William Callahan, Cashier, 

The Home State Bank was organized by Dr. L.A. Crowin in 
1909 and was in the building that Dr. Corwin had built on the 
corner directly across the street west from the present First 
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National Bank building in block 11 lot 8 with C.S. Goodrich as 
Cashier. 

In January 1904, the State Bank was robbed of $5,200 in 
“cold cash". Only one man was ever caught and he escaped jail 
in Seneca while awaiting trial. They were never caught after 
that; however, $618 of the loss was recovered, but the bank had 
to pay $200 in expenses. 

In May 1919, Mr. Roger Kilkenny was elected as Cashier of 
the Home State Bank replacing C.S. Goodrich. Mr. Goodrich 
was promoted to Vice President. 


ey Gorr Karas. 2c, 2 1999 No. 


On February 1, 1933, the Home State Bank closed its 
doors due to financial difficulties. The cashier, Mr. Kilkenny, 
had left a statement with $40,160 worth of notes admitting that 
they were forged. He went to Seneca and turned himself into the 
county attorney. He had forged the notes as a way to try to keep 
the bank from going under during the hard times. The notes 
were not forged for his personal use. He was sentenced to 
ninety-four years in prison on a plea of guilt on seventeen 
charges. He was pardoned in 1934 by Governor Alf Landon and 
released from prison. 

This building later housed a grocery store. It was torn 
down in July, 1973. 

In 1904, the First National Bank of Goff was organized by 
the consolidation of the State Bank of Goff and the Farmers 
State Bank with A.H. Fitzwater as the Cashier. They built the 
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Official Statement 
Of the Financial Condition of the 


HOME STATE BANK 


At Goff, State of Kansas. at the close 
of business on the 30th day of June, 
1916. 

RESOURCES 
Loans and discounts: e000 $44,542.10 
Loans on real estate. sees 800.00 
Overdrafta, unsecured. 
Furniture & fixtures 


Total ....0. ceeveeee 
LIABILITIES 
Capital stock’ paidin......... + $10,000.00 
2,000.00] 


Undivided profits ..... "9827.89 


Individual deposits sub- 
ject to check ......$19,251.41 


Certificates of deposit 
due in less than 30 days 6,877.12 


Banks’ and bankers 
deposits...........05 1200.00 


Certificates of deposit due on 
or after 30 days. 


Bills rediscounted... 


1, C. S. Goodrich, Cashier of said bank 
do solemnly swear that the above state- 
ment is true; that said bank has no 
liabilities, and is not indorser on any 
note or obligation, other than shown on 
the above statement to the best of m: 
knowledge and belief. So help me God. 

C. S. Goodrich, Cashier. 

Subscribed and sworn -to before me, 
this 8th day of July, 1916. 

F. J. Watkins, Notary Public. 

(Commission expires on the 10th day 
of March, 1918.) 

Correct—Attest: 
Herman Mast 
E. F. Goodrich 


To W. F. BENSON, 
Bank Commissioner, Topeka, Kansas. 


present bank building in 1905. It 
had a common wall on the north 
side with the Hays drug store. In 
1978 the bank purchased the old 
drug store building which, at 
that time, housed the Post Office. 
They then built into the present 
Post Office building. The common 
wall was partially removed and 
the bank was expanded to 
include that room. Also a 
driveway was put around the 
building and a "“Drive-Up" 
window was installed. 

On March 5, 1920, fire was 
discovered in the basement of the 
bank building. The dense smoke 
made it difficult to get to the fire 
and it was some thirty minutes 
while willing workers had carried 
hundreds of gallons of water, 
before it was brought under 
control. 

Then in 1949, A.H. Fitzwater 
sold the bank to a Justin 
Sullivan from Mercier who was 
supposed to have a son who was 
getting out of the service. This 
son was to run the bank, so the 
people of Goff were informed. It 
wound up being in the ownership 
of the banker. Goff businessmen 
and farmers in the area, about 
125 of them, met to discuss their 
dilemma. Two bankers from 
Topeka talked to the group and 
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ve statement is correct.--A-H.. Fitzwater, Cashi 7 


outlined possible courses of action to take to retain a bank in 
town. A committee of three men were appointed to negotiate 
with the new owner, They were talking, at that time, of forming 
a state bank according to Harold Collier who was a grocery 
store owner at that time. The First National Bank in Kansas 
City advised the new owners to sell the bank rather than have 
the people of Goff start a new bank. The committee met with 
Mr. Lohmuller, banker at Centralia, and reached an agreement 
to buy the bank back. The committee consisted of Harold 
Collier, Ward Sourk, and L.J. Stark. They sold shares in the 
bank for this purpose and appointed James S. Grimes as the 
Cashier. 

In May 1965, James Grimes sold his interest in the bank 
to Danny Kellenberger from Sabetha. He was here only a short 
time and sold his interest to Ward Sourk in September of that 
same year. After Sourk's death in August, 1979, Mr. Phil 
Gosling became the banker and is still there at this time. 

The following article appeared in the Courier-Tribune, 
November 19, 1984. 

1904 GOFF BANK ROBBERY RECALLED 

One of the interesting exhibits at the Nemaha County 

Historical Society concerns the robbery of the State Bank of 
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Goff that occurred in 1904. Mrs. C.F. (Florence F.) Goodrich, 
who later lived in Colorado Springs, Colorado, was assistant 
cashier of the bank at the time the robbery occurred, and in 
1954 she wrote an account of the robbery as she remembered it. 

Included in the historical exhibit are bent coins and other 
evidence found at the scene of the robbery. Also included is the 
manuscript written by Mrs. Goodrich. The following article is an 
abridgement of her manuscript. 

There were two banks in Goff in 1904 -- The Farmers State 
Bank and the State Bank of Goff. E.B. Abbott was president, 
J.S. Clifton was vice president, L.D. Allen was cashier, and I 
was assistant cashier of the State Bank of Goff. I am the only 
surviving member of the officers. 

I did the janitor work at the bank at that time, the bank 
being located one block north and on the west side of the street 
from the present First National Bank quarters. 

Being the beginning of the year, we were exceptionally 
busy, working every evening and our cash reserve had run up 


Pr 5 ae | ee 
The old State Bank building when it was occupied by the Goff Advance. Show, Ray 
T. Ingalls, and unknown. This buidling was torn down in 1979. 


higher than usual. To help get over the rush period we usually 
sent to Campbell College in Holton for a stenographer to help 
us out for about a month, the catching up period. I was living 
with my brother-in-law and sister, Mr. and Mrs. L.D. Allen, who 
lived next door to the bank. 


Now. — = GOFF, KANSAS______________.19__ 
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I usually did the janitor work just about daylight and 
always went in the back door in the morning. This particular 
morning, the door stood about half way open and | thought that 
the young man helping us at that time had beat me there that 
morning ( as he helped with the janitor work), but my mind was 
soon changed when I stepped inside the room and smelled 
powder and gas fumes. I could see in the dim light of the 
breaking morning a big hole in the vault wall and the brick and 
mortar piled out beside the hole, and I realized at once that we 
had been blown up and probably robbed. I walked from the 
directors' raom into the counting room back of the counters and 
there lay a piece of the Mosler screw-door safe in the middle of 
the floor, weighing about 250 pounds, and the vault door stood 
open. I looked in the vault and I realized momentarily that they 
had accomplished their aim, as our private papers were piled 
about a foot deep on the floor, and the safe door was completely 
blown out. 

I ran right back to the house and told Mr. Allen, the 
cashier, that we had been blown up. We notified the sheriff 
right away, and it was no time until the town folks all knew that 


the bank had been robbed. We ordered the bloodhounds from 
Beatrice, Nebraska and they picked up what was a supposed 
trail which led them to a straw stack east of town a couple of 
miles, where it was quite evident someone had rested part of 
the night at least. The trail then led almost directly into 
Wetmore, and up a Stairs where three men who had been 
picked up that morning by officers were being held. The dogs 
led right to the building and up the stairs into the room where 
the men were. One of the bloodhounds made a dive for one of 
the men, and he screamed, "Don't let that dog bite me". I might 
say, however, that these men were not generally thought of as 
being implicated in the robbery, after proper investigation. We 
were notified two or three days later that a man had been 
picked up in St. Joseph, Mo., who was supposed to be one of 
the robbers. He was, at the time of his arrest, in a disreputable 
house lighting a cigarette with a five dollar bill. He gave his 
name as John Henderson. 


First National Bank taken in 1948, showing the drug store and old G.A.R. building 
with the pool hall and the old Sharpe garage building further to the east. 


The town was jittery and that's why I think Mr. Allen, the 
cashier, said I would have to go down to St. Joseph and 
represent the bank at his hearing. There were a few coins 
picked up on the floor of the bank and as I left for St. Joseph, 
Mr. Allen said I had better take those coins with me as there 
was no telling what I would need. The hearing was held in the 
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then Tootle-Lemon National Bank. Henderson, so called, was 
represented by his attorney only. I never did see Henderson 
personally. 

AS the trial 
progressed, the three 
50¢ pieces were the 
evidence that won the 
case for us against 
Henderson, As it is well 
known by most 
everyone, banks keep 
their reserve rolled up 
in, for instance, half 
dollar and ten dollar 
rolls. By putting the half ; 
dollars together 
properly, you will notice “~ 
that they all have an Home State Bank building, across the street west 
indenture on the edge ahaa a aca Torn down in 
that fits almost 
perfectly. Henderson had in his possession two of these half 
dollars, and the other one was picked up by myself on the bank 
floor the morning after the robbery. The judge sitting on the 
case said when he noticed these coins fit so perfectly together 
that that was conclusive evidence, and judgment would be 
rendered against John Henderson as having in his posession 
money that came out of the Goff Bank. Inasmuch as he would 
be bound over to the District Court in Nemaha County, the 
sheriff of Nemaha County at that time was very anxious to take 
him to Seneca and hold him in jail there until the day of his 
trial. The police force at St. Joseph tried to talk him out of this, 
as they said he was a dangerous character and he had no 
business trying to keep him in the jail at Seneca, but the sheriff 
was so insistent that the police department at St. Joseph 
released him to be sent to the Nemaha County Sheriff to be held 
in the jail there awaiting trial. The sheriff and his family were 
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away one Sunday and when they came back about dusk, 
Henderson was gone, and was never heard of from that day to 
this, so far as I know. It was reported (from what source I do 
not know) that he rode the rods of a freight train west out of 
Seneca that night. 

Out of the proceeds of what Henderson had on him at the 
time of his arrest, the Goff Bank had to pay their attorney, 
Henderson's attorney, and court costs amounting to a total of 
$200. 

I might say in this connection, and at this point, that the 
robbers walked off with $5225 and some cents. The money that 
was picked up off the bank floor included a $5 gold piece, 
slightly bent, which I am keeping for a keepsake. Mr. Allen said 
I might have this money if I would replace the face value of it, 
which I did. 

The men with the bloodhounds told us at that time that 
safe blowers would take putty or soap which they could work 
into a soft condition and make a cup out of it which they would 
stick onto the place where the door and safe came together and 
pour nitro-glycerin and then ignite it. I might say that they went 
into the vault through the hole in the vault wall and the first 


First National Bank and Post Office, taken in 1990 


thing they did was to break the lock on the vault door, thus 
enabling them to ignite the fuse, go out and close the vault door 
but not bolt it; thus, when the explosion came, the vault door 
would go open without breaking the vault, as well as 
smothering the sound of the explosion. 

These men had had lots of experience in running down 
burglaries and studying the "cause and effect" of their 
maneuvers. They also told us that in the case of powder used as 
an explosive, almost all other explosives except nitro-glycerin, 
would find vent in the source of least resistance, while the 
nitro-glycerin would operate against its strongest resistance. 
They left an old tin fruit can in the vault which they doubtless 
used to pour the nitro-glycerin into the cup-shaped receptacle 
after sticking it onto the safe door. It had just enough, 
supposedly, nitro-glycerin left in it so that when you tipped the 
can a little it would streak down the bottom of the can a 
substance which looked more like castor oil than anything else 
I can think of, only with a little more color. It sat around the 
vault for about three weeks as I recall now, and one day I was 
alone in the bank in the afternoon and went in the vault for 
something and I picked this can up and examined it, and 
thinking it had set around there long enough, | took it to the 
back door and was 
' about to throw it out 
‘ when I wondered if a 
) match would light it 
(kid like). We used 
coal for heat in the 
bank and the coal 
> house stood about 
| fifteen feet from the 
back door of the bank. 
We had thrown our 
ashes and cinders out 
there for a walk to the 


lower end of Stahl Street. Hendershot’s Owl Cafe 
was later located there. Presently owned by Gerald 
Moore. Taken in 1990. coal house door. | set 
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this can just outside the door on this cinder walk and went 
back in the bank and got a match. I lit the match and threw it 
in the can, stepping back a couple of paces when it flared up 
momentarily the prettiest blue flame you ever saw, and then 
came the explosion which was heard all over town. It blew a 
small hole in the can 
next to the bottom about 
the size of a hazelnut, 
but the imprint of the 
cinders on which this 
can sat was presumably 
every one shown on the 
bottom of the can, 


Banking money Is a HABIT—a’ good nab- 
substantiating the dog it which gains for you riches and indepen- 


' dence, 
men's theory that nitro- | “"** 
The way to havea bank account Is easy 


glycerin went against START ONE 
the strongest resistance. ; ; 
My ears rang for about | The First National Bank. 
two weeks. I often wish I GOFF 2 ° KANSAS 
had saved this can, but I 

didn't. 


Courier-Tribune, Monday, November 19, 1984 


HOTELS 
The Depot Hotel 

In 1877 the railroad company gave to Chandler Abbott for 
the purpose of building a hotel, lots 9 and 10 of block 13, 
across the street north of the present elevator. This was known 
as the Depot Hotel was sold at sheriff's auction on December 4, 
188 and bought again by C.C. Abbott. In 1893 the Hotel was 
operated by M.C. Teegarden. It was later torn down. 


The Union Depot Hotel 
The old Union Depot Hotel stood at the west end of Second 
Street about where the present E & L Service is located. On 
July 31, 1914 at about three o'clock in the morning it burned 
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down. It was filled with 


ANNOUNCEMENT guests and many of 
We have again taken charge of the Union them lost their clothing. 


Depot Hotel and invite all old and new cus- 
tomers to call. 


Meals will be 25c hereafter instead of 35c. 
Short orders at all hours. Cold drinks, 
Cigars, Candies. etc. 


J.C. HUAT, Proprietor 


The Commercial Hotel 

In about 1879 the Commercial Hotel on lot 1 of block 12 
was built by A. J. Dewey. John Barnes hauled the lumber by 
team wagon from Sother, a train station two miles east of town. 
There weren't any unloading docks on the railroad here yet 
then. By 1880, C.C. 
Abbott became the 
proprietor of the y/ 
Hotel, and in 1882 
Joseph Taylor 
traded for the 
Hotel. In 1884 he 
traded it to Seward 
McConnell. W.H. 
Blood ran the Hotel 
and later Frank Commercial Hotel, taken in 1983 
Spangler became 
the manager. In 1913, H.A. Dorste offered meals in the Hotel 
Restaurant for twenty five cents. Then in 1916, Spangler sold 
the Hotel to E. B. Abbott. S. B. Shaw purchased it and then 
traded it to J. H. Horlock from Bancroft. In 1928 Horlock 
installed a new metal roof and applied stucco to the outside. In 
1934 he built a new room on the west end of the building for 
the Ewing barbershop. In 1937 he added a top floor on the 
addition and put an opening into the Hotel. Then G.H. Jepson, 
who ran the restaurant at that time in the Hotel, enlarged to 
take in the old barbershop room. There were various operators 
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of the restaurant over the years. Then in January of 1958 Mr. 
and Mrs. Clyde Brock purchased the Hotel and ran the cafe. 
They closed the cafe in the sixties and sold the Hotel to Chester 
McDaniel in May 1979, and it was never open for business after 
that. 


Whea you want a gocd eat * 

Come around and take a seat Where a little money 
Ata table in our cozy eating house; 

It will give you much cheer 

As Christmas drews near-- 


You'll be happy asa banker's little A Bi g Eat. 


spouse. 


gets... 


Eat Christmas Dinner Here! 
Costs less, tastes just as good, saves much work. 


THE COMMERCIAL HOTEL 
FRANK SPANGLER, Prop. 


Let us know before Christmas--places will be reserved, special dinner prepared. 


The Campbell Hotel 

Carrie Camp (no relative of Galena Camp Jones, as there 
were two Carrie Camps here at that time), ran a boarding house 
on lots 15 and 16 of block 10 on the corner north of the First 
National Bank. In 1904 she sold it to James Dorman and in the 
fall of 1915 Della Campbell purchased it. She remodeled it into 
a hotel and opened 
the Campbell Hotel in 
m November 1916. She 
installed a new 
modern furnace in the 
building in 1923. 

The Campbell Hotel 
was one of the most 
# popular hotels on the 
Central Branch and 
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sales people would drive many 
miles in order to reach Goff for |] Zhe Campbell Hotel 
rooms and the fine meals GOFF, KANSAS. 
served there. Extends to the public all 
The property came under | the accommodations of an up- 
the ownership of Donna and | to-date hotel, with all modern 


Betty Rainey after Mrs. | conveniences. We want your 
Campbell's death. business ard will extend 


every courtesy to secure it. 
They hae it Mar Mrs; Rates to meet all classes of 
Bernice Kirk who made it over | tage, Phone No. 38. 


into the "Hillside Rest Home", a] Mrs. Della Campbell, 
nursing home for the elderly. Prop. 
After Mrs. Kirk's death, Bertha 
McKellips ran the home from 
1956 to 1959. It was then that Walter and Mary Ann Kirk took 
over the ownership and operation. They purchased the Merry 
Manor Nursing Home in Holton and moved the business there 
in February 1976, thus ending the business in Goff. 

In 1983, Steven Jacobs bought the hotel building and ran 
a book business there for a time. He sold it to the present 
owner, Carol Welker, in 1985. 


THE ELECTRIC THEATRE 

In February 1916, W.L. Norris rented the building that is 
the present City Hall building from Mrs. Powell for an Opera 
House and Picture Show Theatre. This building was built by 
Clarence Powell, They figured to have seating capacity for 250. 
Arrangements were made to still use it for a basketball court by 
the high school. 

The first dance to be held in the Theatre was held after the 
show on October 27, 1916, and the music for the dance was 
provided by an orchestra from Muscotah. 

In December 1919, Hiller Camp purchased the Electric 
Theatre equipment and business. The first real official pictures 
of the actual fighting in France during World War I was shown 
at the Theatre on Monday evening, October 23, 1922. 


In August, 1923, M. 
Saturday, May 12th Quinn leased the 

In the feature picture for this week we have Theatre from Hiller 
GEORGE LARKIN in Camp. He renewed the 


“Bulldog Courage’’ screen and put in a new 

An all-star caste presents this interesting sfory. entrance lobby. In 1923 
"Added to this we have’a Spotlight comedy | the merchants of Goff 
“A Domestic Knockout” in which Billy Fletcher and provided free shows on 


Violet Joy are srarred. Admission 15c and 25c. 
é Wednesdays at the 


ELECTRIC THEATRE | Tcate 0 promote 


° business. On October 3, 
1923 over 400 people 
attended the free showing of "The Timber Queen". There were 
‘two showings, at 7:30 and 9:15. 

Then in November 1928, Ray T. Ingalls, editor of the Goff 
Advance, purchased the Sharpe Garage building on the corner 


east of the bank and 
DANCE! 


remodeled it for his 
INTRODUCING 


newspaper and the Theatre. 
first of March 1929, and they Topeka’s Most Popular Dance 


The Theatre was moved in the 


also held dances there. The Orchestra . 
name was changed to "The TED BAIR 
Family Theatre". The first and the 


color picture shows were JESTERS 
shown in Goff in December SIX SNAPPY SYNCOPATERS 
1937. On April 5, 1938, 300 Top-Notch Artists in Both Hot and 


Sweet Music, and Entertaining 
people attended the free Novelties 


picture show at the Family FRIDAY, APRIL 22 
Theatre. They also had roller Family Theatre—Goff 


ska’ for me. Meet Your Friende Here Every Friday. 
ting there for a time DANCERS 75¢ SPECTATORS 25¢ 
In the forties the Theatre | * LADIES FREE 


was again moved into the COMING—Friday, April 29th 
“Chief - 
Powell building and for a time hief’ Davis and His Manhattan Or. 
chestra, 
free shows were held outdoors 
in the summer. 


THE OPERA HOUSE 
The Opera House was located on the east side of Stahl 
Street in the building that later was the Leeper Hardware. This 


COMING! 
GOFF OPERA HOUSE 


SAT., MAY 30 


MULLEN’S 


Indoor Circus 
25 Trained Cats, Dogs and’ 


Pigeons 
A European Novelty Direct from the 


was in block 13 across 
the street from the 
barbershop. They had 
live performances. The 
first motion pictures 
shown in Goff were 
shown there in 1915. In 
1916, the Opera House 
was moved to a new 
location above the store 
building that sat directly 
across the street south 
from the First National 


Kansas City Hippodrome. - 
: Bank, next to the water 


fountain. That building 
was two stories at that 
time with a store on the 
lower floor. Later that 
year, 1916, the Opera 
House was closed by then owner Edward Fish, after the Electric 
Theatre opened in the Powell building. 


SCHOOL 

Until the 1880's, school was held in District 37, Fairview, 
which was located one mile north in about the center of the 
present Fairview Cemetery. 

District 86 was organized and a two room schoolhouse was 
built on block 7 lot 10 with Maggie Mercer, later Mrs. Wallace 
Groves as teacher. A.O. Hart was clerk, Dr. Warrington was 
treasurer and Tom Berridge was clerk of the school board. Soon 
this building became inadequate and an old blacksmith shop 
was used for the first grade. Goff News reported September 10, 
1888 that E. F. Crane was engaged to teach school for $50 a 


CHAS, RICHOLDS, BALLAD SINGER, LATE MEMBER 
CASTLE SQUARF OPERA C0., BOSTON 


PRICES 10 AND [5 CENTS 
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month. Maggie Vandervort and later Mrs. Chap Rust were also 
teachers. 

In 1891 a fine four-room building, the pride of the town, 
was erected on the knoll at the north edge of town at a cost of 
thirty five hundred dollars. School opened that fall with F.M. 
Watkins as principal. 


Old school house built in 1891. 


Aman by the name of Haggard was the contractor for this 
spacious building and much complaint was made to the school 
board that the amount of beer being consumed on the job might 
delay finishing in time for school to open. The first graduation 
was in 1895, one year high school. Mrs. Josie Gabbert was one 
of this class according to Mary Powell. The Goff Advance 
newspaper reports that the first graduates in 1896 of Goff High 
School were Lily Johnstone, Daisey Shirley, and Linda Baker 
with S.P. Nold as superintendent. The high school was for only 
one year and subjects were algebra, rhetoric, bookkeeping and 
philosophy. 

During a heavy south wind, the school building was blown 
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from its foundation which was soon repaired. The strong south 
winds would shake this tall building like leaves on a tree and 
many times school was dismissed until the winds subsided. 

In 1910 a new brick school was built and the first 
commencement was held in 1911 in the new building. The 
bonds for this new school were $8,600. 


ie a a a 


New school as it appeared later showing gymnasium. This school was torn down in 
the early eighties. 
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Starting in 1914 the high school played basketball in the 
theatre building, present City Hall. They also played later in the 
Sharpe Garage building on the corner east of the bank. Also in 
1914 they had their first football team. The boys got up their 
own team and got Zeke Molineux, the coach from Brancroft, to 
come up and give them some plays and coach them a little. 
Bancroft did not have a football team at that time. They even 
bought their own football and the only uniforms were what they 
could pick up. Lawrence Munsel never attended high school, 
but came in and played football with them. They had to match 
their own games and 
make their own a: =) ue, § 2 i=} 
schedule. According |» 
to Herman Henery | 
Sr., a member of that 
team, probably the 
biggest game they 
ever played was when 
they went to Holton ; 
and played them. 1914 Football Team: ‘Back rows Dorsey Wolfley, Otis 
Since Holton was a Jones, Herman Henery, Lawrence Munsel, Curley 
much larger school Webster, Carl Jessee and Zeke Molineux, coach. 


Front row: Loren Simon, Jim Worcester, Ray 
than Goff, they were Springer, Jim Webster, Sleepy Corwin, David 


beaten very badly, but Wovlard, and Fritz Watkins 
they had played them a "darn good game". 

In February 1918, the Goff Public Schools started holding 
classes six days a week instead of five. This was to save fuel as 
it would let the children out earlier in the spring. 

On April 4, 1918, a proposition to adopt a rural high 
school plan carried by a vote of 110 to 2. There was a very light 
voter turnout as there was very little opposition. Rural High 
School started with the term of 1918-19 along with Goff Public 
School District 86. In 1919, the High School ordered a new 
large power planer joiner. With this added equipment, the 
manual training department of the Goff School was one of the 
best in the country. Then in that same year, the school boards 
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authorized dental inspections of each child in school. According 
to Dr. Crumbine, the State Board of Health, the Goff Schools 
were the first in the state to provide for dental and physical 
examinations in school. The dental examinations were given by 
Dr. J.C. Grindle of Seneca, and Miss Florence Jones, Dr. 
Corwin's nurse, gave the physicals. 


FOOTBALL 


Night Game Tonight 
FRIDAY, OCTOBER 2 


SIX MAN FOOTBALL 
HAVENSVILLE R. H. S. vs. GOFF R. H. S. 
Athletic Field—Goff 
Admission 20c and 30c—including tax 


In May 1920, the 
examinations were held 
at Seneca for normal 
training certificates and 
for high school credits. A 
fee of one dollar was 
required for all seniors. 
Papers, pens and ink 
were furnished by the 
county. The Goff Public and Rural High School was one of the 
best in the state with ten instructors. The new year books in 
1921 issued by the Kansas Department of Education ranked 
Goff Rural High School in Class "A", the highest classification. 
Seneca and Sabetha were the only other Nemaha County 
schools in Class A. The school was also in Class A in 1922. 
Fifty percent of the students came from farms. They put in a 
new stage in the auditorium. The gymnasium wasn't built yet at 
that time. They offered a complete preparatory course, two year 
domestic science course for girls, a complete commercial course 
and a special music teacher for music in the high and grade 
schools, two music classes for high school for the beginners 
and those who had music before, and a two year course in 
vocational agriculture that ranked the best in the state. 
Athletics were conducted and recognized as necessary for 
physical development. The Kansas uniform grading plan was 
used. The children were graded on five qualities: scholarship, 
initiative, attitude, cooperation, and individual improvement. 

In the fall of 1922 the school auditorium was equipped 
with a new stage and curtains. The front drop was a customary 
advertising curtain with a scene surrounded by tasty ads for 
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local business places who purchased the space. 

The high school enrollment in 1923 was fifty-eight. In 
August of that year a new school shop building was built in the 
southeast corner of the school grounds. It was 36 x 24 feet in 
size. Then in 1937 the building was remodeled with an upstairs 
and the inside was boarded up. 

The Girls Reserve Club was started in the spring of 1925. 
That organization was the 
high school branch of the 


YWCA. School opened in 
1925 with a total of 181 5 T 
students. City water was / 

: Le 


piped into the _ school 
building during Christmas pa 
Soldier Town Team 


vacation that year. 
In 1926, Goff Rural High <i 
School was the only school in i 


the country that qualified for| “Goff Toa Team | 
state aid in its agriculture ot Bore 


course. At a special assembly Electric Theater-Goff 
held on November 3, 1926, 


an emblem or name was EF idé 
chosen for the Goff High Pri ay 
School. They were called the Ev. enin g. -F eb 

x >. Ne Wo ere 


"Gorillas". The Gorillas 
formed a pep club and chose 


the colors of green and white. | Come out and see a snappy 


In 1929 a complete | ¢ame sof the -great indoor 
plumbing job was installed sport. 


replacing the old chemical : 
system with an all new | Admission 15c and 25c 
system of water flush toilets 
with septic tank. 

The business men were liberal to the athletic fund for the 
purchase of new uniforms. At the beginning of the 1929-30 
school year the name of Gorillas was changed to the 


8:00 o’clock 
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"Chanticleer" out of regard for Goff's greatest industry, poultry. 
The girls teams were called:the "Cacklers". Their slogan was 
"You'll have to scratch {6 beat us". The new football jerseys were 
green with a white,rooster/on the front, the pants khaki drill, 
the socks green and white andthe helmets were white. 
According to those who were in school, at that time, Hanna 
Poultry and Egg Co. bought the uniforms with the idea that the 
name would be changed. x j 

In May 1930, the grade school deeded property to the high 
school for the purpose of building a new gymnasium. The 
feeling was that the Rural High»School District, being larger, 
could generate more tax money. A meeting was then held at 
the rural Sunny Knoll school north of Goff. John Swart, Chester 
Vandervort and O.J. Ward were put’on a committee, appointed 
at the meeting, to consult the county superintendent and 
county attorney to challenge the legality of the action taken at 
the school meeting. A petition was then signed by 262 voters 
and was presented to the school board in November 1930, 
proposing a vote to 
disorganized the Goff 
Rural High School 
District. The petition 
was voted on at a 
special election on 
November 28. It was 
voted not to 
disorganize the 
district by a vote of 
168 to 243. This 
election, however, 


=3 
| - 

1946 State Basketball Team. Back row: Raymond 
Bradley, Harvey Munsel, Donald Fletchall, Darwin brought to light the 
Holiday, Alvin Gleason. Front row: Neil Erickson, difference of taxes 
Darwin Hawley and Coach L.J. Stark from being in a high 
school district or not being in one. 

In 1933, the school grounds were graded and terraced 
under the federal program called "Civil Works Plan". It was 
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voted then, by the voters of the Goff Grade School District 86 to 
issue bonds for $9,000 toward the cost of a $16,000 
auditorium-gymnasium, The plan was to build it under the U.S. 
Works Progress Administration where the government would 
pay for 45% of the cost. The gym was completed in 1936 and 
was first used for the 1936 graduation of Goff Rural High 
School. The gym ran east to west with a stage on the south with 
dressing rooms. There were bleacher seats on the north side. 
Then in 1937 Goff hosted the Nemaha County Basketball 
Tournament in the new gym. There were seventeen schools in 
the tournament. Oneida and Bancroft played each other to see 
who would be in the sixteen team tournament. Bancroft 
defeated Oneida by a score of 15 to 14. The Goff boys and 
Wetmore girls won first place in the tournament. The gym had 
one of the largest playing floors in the county. 

On October 30, 
1937, the Swanee 
Jubilee Singers, a 
Negro male quartet, 
gave two programs at 
the gym. They were 
from the Greenville 
Industrial College, 
Greenville, Missis- 
sippi. 

2 =e = The Goff High 
1947 State Basketball Team. Back row: Newt School, along with 
Slocum, Donald Cannon, Sam Munsel Jr., Donald other smaller schools, 
Fletchall, Darwin Holiday and Coach L.J. Stark. in the area, changed 


Center: Raymond Bradley. Kneeling: Neil Erickson, 
Raymond Reichert, Alvin Gleason, Darwin Hawley to six man football in 


1938. They had a well 
lighted field at the east edge of town. This was the first year for 
lights. 

In 1939, L.J. Stark's salary for Superintendent of the High 
School was $170 for nine months. Teachers’ salaries were: 
Vernon Hauts, $125; Mildred Lane, $100; Helen Berridge and 
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Ester Mullikin, $95 each. The "Big Seven" six-man football 
league was formed that year between Wetmore, Goff, Soldier, 
Havensville, Beattie, Bern and Mayetta. Goff had some very 
good football teams for a number of years. Football was 
discontinued about 1949. 

During the years to 
follow Goff Rural High 
School produced three 
state basketball teams 
in 1946, 1947 and 
1965. In 1947 they 
took third place and 
in 1965 fourth place. 

The High School 
closed after the 1966 
school year and the 
children now attend 


1965 State Basketball Team: Back row: Maurice 
Wessel, James Johnstone, John Gold, Lester 
Wessel, Leo Wessel, Roy Fund. Front row: Herb SChool at Wetmore. 
Baxter, William Hards, Edward Sourk, Charles Ther we m 

Sourk, Rick Hunt, Coach John Darr. oe Ae SOME 


grades taught here for 
a few years and after that the school building was closed and all 
the students started attending at Wetmore. 

The schol house and gymnasium were torn down in the 
early eighties and the school bell was mounted in its present 
location on the south side of the City Hall in 1985 by the High 
School Alumni Association. 

Superintendents or High School Principals of the Goff 
school were: 1891, F.M. Watkins; 1896, S.P. Nold; late nineties, 
W.T. Anderson; 1911, F.R. Palmer; 1915, George T. Codding; 
1916, George O. Kean; 1917-1921, Charles Richard; 1921- 
1925, Donald McConnell; 1925-1929, C.C. Holmes; 1929, C.H. 
Brewer who resigned; 1929[1931, Byron T. Smith; 1931--1934, 
W.R. Fullerton; 1934-1957, L.J. Stark (Stark was hired on 
February 9 when Fullerton left); 1958-1959, Clayton Capps; 
1960, Ralph Abplanalp; 1961, Roy Flaherty; 1962, Lloyd 
Williams; 1963-1964, William Young; 1965-1966, Muriel Will. 


-74- 


DOCTORS 

One of the first doctors in Goff was Dr, Boyer. It was his 
father who owned the land that became Boyer's Addition. 

Dr. Luther A. Corwin came to Goff in 1888 and received his 
permit to practice medicine in 1890. In 1903 he passed the 
examination before the State 
Board in Pharmacy. He ran| DR, L. A. CORWIN., 
the drug store until 1917 
when he sold it out, Dr. consultation. 
Corwin started in a wooden 
building on the corner west Goff, a Kansas. 
across the street from the 
present bank. He then built a new brick building on the 
location that had the Home State Bank in the east side with his 
office and drug store in the west side. He was the official doctor 
for the railroad until he setined from that position in January 
1931 after forty years 
of service. He had 
“1 confined his practice 
strictly to office work 
and consultations in 
March 1922 except for 
emergencies. This was 
done due to his 
health. He died on 


= —— = February 24, 1932. 
Home and last office of Dr. L.A. Corwin. Present 
home of Leonard and Fannie Smith, 1990. Dr. Maxon practiced 


Practice limited to office and 


medicine in Goff from 

1894 until he moved to Corning in 1905. 
In the year of 1903 there 
was also a doctor by the 
DR. CO; BE TOLLE name of Dr, Deaver located in 

Goff. 

Dr. Cecil C. Tolle came to 
Goff from Powhattan in July 
1911. He practiced here until 


Professional calls answered at all 


Office Ist door Hast cf Postofice 
GOFF KANSAS 
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November 1915 when he moved to Seneca. His office was the 
first door south of the Commercial Hotel in block 11. 

E.R. Swain was a dentist here then and had his office with 
Dr. Tolle. 

Dr. Dwight C. Smith located here in March 1919, after 
being discharged from the Army. He died of influenza on 
February 15, 1920. He was located in the old bank building on 
the corner of 3rd and Stahl Streets. 

Dr. L.T. Brown located here in 1919 and was located in a 
house just north of the restaurant that stood just east across 
the street from the present E & L Service Station. After Dr. 
Smith's death in 1920, Dr. Brown purchased the equipment 
and drugs of his and moved into the old bank building. In 
January 1922, he installed a big 3,000 candle power electric 
light which he used in his treatment of chronic diseases. He left 
Goff that same year and moved to Kansas City. 

a Dr. J.B. Roberts had an 
DR. J. B. ROBERTS office in the old hatchery 
Ehyalclan: and’ Surweos building across from the 

Office -{o the residence formerly present American Legion 
occupied by Dr, Smith, — Hall. He was there before Dr. 

Phonel2, —_--. Goff, Kaneas Bouse located there in 1920. 

There was a Dr. W.A. 
Stillwagon here with his office in that same building in 1916. 
He only stayed here a short time. 

In July 1918, Dr. A.L. Lemon came to Goff with an office 
in the Goodrich building, which was immediately north of the 
present City Hall. He also only stayed here a short time. 

In November 1917, Dr. M.W. Milne, chiropractor, opened 
an office in the Commercial Hotel. He was here on Tuesday, 
Thursday and Saturday afternoons and evenings. About that 
same time, Dr. F.C. Waldenmaier from Kansas City opened a 
part time office in the parlor of the Hotel. He was an eye 
specialist and fit glasses. 

Dr. J.L. Sisson, a dentist, located here in 1916. He had his 
office in the building directly north of the present City Hall. He 


_Oalle answered all hours, 
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only stayed in Goff a short time. 

In 1920, Dr, L.A. Corwin 
convinced Dr. W.G. Bouse to 
move his practice here from 
CONSTR G§ FS LOCR eH 38 Office at home, two blocks north ef 
office in the building opposite depot saben, 
the Post Office, present Phone 21 
American Legion Hall on the 
south side of Second Street. In 1931 he moved his practice to 
the first door west of the Home State Bank, about where the 
school bell now stands. He bought the Simon home, two blocks 
north of the present E & L Service in April 1923. He enclosed 
the east porch into an office and waiting room and moved his 
practice there in February 1932. This is the present home of 
this author, Roy and 
Patsy Bell. On June 
20, 1941, Dr. Bouse 
was killed when he 
was hit by a train at 
the railroad crossing 
# on the northwest edge 
of town. The impact 
carried his car almost 
through town on the 
front of the engine. He 
was to be the last doctor in Goff for a number of years. 

Dr. Thomas Woodson, an Osteopath, came to Goff and 
started practice in the house by the water tower in 1951. He 
later moved to the house across the corner northwest from the 
school ground. He had an automobile accident and injured his 
back and subsequently closed his office in 1957 and went to 
Seattle, Washington. 

Dr. L.R. "Henry" Searight, M.D., from Seneca, opened an 
office here in the Methodist Church in March 1985. He had this 
office open one day a week. Then in August he moved to his 
clinic in the house on the far east end of Second Street across 


DR. W. G. BOUSE 


PHYSICIAN and: SURGEON 
Goff «:- Kansas 


Old home and office of Dr. W.G. Bouse, taken in 
1990. Present home of Roy and Patsy Bell. 
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from the cafe. He later 
moved his Seneca 
practice to Hiawatha, 
but continues to 
maintain his practice 
here on Wednesdays of 
each week. 


Present office of Dr. Henry 
Searight, 1990. 


VETERINARIANS 
Dr. Sam Maeder located his veterinary practice here in May 
of 1919. He had formerly been located here and came back from 
Robinson. 
Dr. Z.H. McDonnall located 


Zz. H. McDennall in Goff in the early teens. He 


: ‘ living at his parent's 
rinary Surgeon | “*5 
bene: Trlephon vot At home northeast of town and 
: ae Risiey Batata Goff sack | Came into the livery barn 
ceed aftarpaon. every Saturday. He was 


Goff, - Kansas. drafted into the army in 
1917. 

Dr. J.M. Murray began his practice here on Dr. Corwin's 
Pinehurst farm, two miles west of the cemetery. He sold out the 
farm in 1925 and moved into 
town. He continued to 
practice here for the rest of 
his life and was the last DR. J. M. MURRAY 


veterinarian to be located VETERINARIAN 
here PHONE 49, GOFF 
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DRUG STORES 
According to Mary Powell the first drug store in Goff was 
owned by Dr. Boyer and located on the corner of Second and 
Stahl Streets. The Goff 
Advance states that in 
1882 or 1883 Charles A NEW. DRUG STOCK 


Younkman built a drug 


store on the west side of wa gs Ju st ‘to cenilad ‘you’ 
Stahl Street just south] ‘that our stock,is all new 
of the present fire} ~ and. up-to-date and the 
station. Dr. L.A. Corwin] “: prices:are right. : 


later had a drug store “We want fe your business. 
along with his practice 
in a wooden building on 
the corner of Second and CORWIN'S paue STORE 
Stahl on lot 8, block 11, 
across the street west of 
the bank. This building was also built by Younkman. Dr. 
Corwin passed his examination before the State Board of 
Pharmacy in 1903. The wooden building was moved to the 
corner west and Corwin built the brick Home State Bank 
building on the corner. Corwin closed his drug store in 1916 or 
1917. 
MAR THA ANN : The Hays Drug Store 
: started just south of the 
Cc A K E Ss! Commercial Hotel, then 
Made with four, moved to a location just 
fruits and’ seven to the north of the bank, 
ene , which is presently the 
: spring and “Sold north part of the bank. 
-in the fall. G.W. Sourk started 
Get your cane’ in Corwin building in 
for the Thanks-/| 1904 and in 1911 he 


- giving dinner. 
eae eens . | purchased the Hays 


PS argh pe Gs Drug Store and moved 
rk’s Dru ore 
& St : there. He operated it 
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until his death in 1941. 
A.J. Zibung, from 
Muscotah, purchased 
the drug business on 
October 1941, from Mrs. 
Sourk. She remodeled 
Zibung Drug Store the building with living 
Phone 10 Goff, Ks. quarters in the rear for 
the Zibungs to live in. 
Then in the late forties or early fifties, Henry and Irene Kempin 
purchased it. They weren't druggists and only ran the soda 
fountain and sold other articles and non-prescription products. 
They closed the store in the early fifties. Later Desta Dilling 
purchased the building and the Post Office was moved in there. 
In 1978, the bank purchased the building and enlarged the 
bank into there by opening up the common wall between the 
two buildings. 


Father's Day Cards and Gifts 


HOT or COLD GALLON JUGS -.-.-----=---$1.59 
ELECTRIC FANS 
BEVERAGE SETS 


Picnic ‘Supplies of all kinds 


FUNERAL DIRECTORS 

L.N. Simon and Son were the undertakers in Goff. They 
sold out to J.J. Cox and Son in 1914. They returned to the 
business later when they again became the hardware and 
implement dealers in 1921. He sold out to W.J. Groves in 1926, 
who were also undertakers. When Elmer Jordan purcahsed the 
implement business and hardware in 1927, he also took over 
the undertaking business. In 
1928, he began advertising the GOFF FUNERAL HOME 


A Complete Service, Includi 
"Goff Funeral Home", E.L. reise 


Ambulance. 
Jordan, Manager, and W.R. Day Phone 75 Nights 93 
Popkess, Embalmer. Popkess E. L. JORDEN, Manager 
was from Sabetha. Jordan had W. R. POPKESS 


a formal opening of the Funeral Embalmer and Funeral Director 
Home on June 4, 1930. It was 

then located in the old bank building one block north of the 
present bank on the west side of the street. In 1938, Jordan 
and Son, Elmer John, opened a funeral home in Centralia and 


also moved the Goff Funeral Home 
from the old bank building to the La! 
Jordan home, where oe Lyle Jorden 
Weyers presently live. Elmer John | Funeral Home 
was a licensed embalmer so they 
purchased the Popkess interest in 
the funeral home. In the late 
forties Jordan closed the funeral | JORDEN and SON 
home here at about the time he | » 1», yorDEN @ BJ. JORDEN 
sold the John Deere business in 
1948. This brought an end to the 
undertaking business in Goff. 

In 1922, a complete funeral 
was advertised by the Seneca funeral director for seventy five 
dollars, including the casket, grave box, and use of the hearse 
and chapel. 


A complete Service, 
Including Ambulance. 


Flowers For All Occcastons 


Day Phone 75, Night 93. 


MARKETS AND GROCERY 

In 1900 the butcher shop in the north part of what was 
later the Leeper Hardware, was run by G.M. Rollins. Then the 
; Goff Meat Market was run by 
Goff Meat’ Market Gaume and Gaume. They 
= a | installed a new ice making 
machine with a capacity of 
1,500 pounds of ice at a time. 
In November 1913, they sold 
out to W.C. Hawley. In 
December 1913, O.E. Coulson 
took over and called it the 
"City Market". On December 1, 
1919, Elmer Jordan 
purchased the Meat Market 
and grocery business from 
Coulson, and in 1920 he 
traded the stock to Washburn 
and Company for grassland in 


“We have at all thos" Byesh. and| 
Salt Meats Home-made : Bologna 
Fish on Fridays... 


W. C. ‘Hawley 
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Pottawatomie County. That same year Claude Washburn 
purchased the interest of G.'W. Washburn and operated the 
market along with Harry Talbott who also owned an interest. 
On January 31, 1920, L.N. Simon opened for business in their 
store building, which was just across the alley west of the 
present American Legion Hall, with a new stock of groceries, 
shows, hardware and furniture. Then in June 1921, they took 
over the butcher shop which had been operated by Talbott. 
Washburn and Co. sold their big meat refrigerator and meat 
stock to L.N. Simon in August which had been operating across 


=. More Wear 
Sess Darning. 


—_——_ 


As school days call for hose 
I wish to call your attention to the 
BLACK CAT line. Our child- 
ren’s 15c hose are the best sold for 
the money. : 


THE CASH STORE 


“DOW T ASK FOR CREDIT” 


the street south of the Legion 
Hall. This left only one meat 
market in town. (See also 
John Deere and Funeral 
Directors). 

The Cash Store, located on 
the south side of Second 
Street across from the bank 
and Post Office, was owned 
by George Bickel. He sold out 
to J.E. Dorman and in 
November 1919, J.E. Dorman 
and Will Mast traded it to 
S.E. Wilson, of Wetmore, for 
his land just east of town. In 
1915, it was operated by Mr. 
and Mrs. M. Bryant and Son. 


Economy In Dry Goods 


A line of quality Groceries. 
Shoes that give satisfaction. 


WILLIS MORRELL. 


Willis Morrill, who operated the Morrill 
Store across the street south of the 
present Legion Hall, traded his store to 
Herman Mast in 1916 for Mast's 
residence, automobile, and the 
balance in cash. In August 1918, Mast 
moved to the Dulake building formerly 
occupied by the Cash Store. In 
September he purchased _ the 
remaining groceries in the stock of the 
Washburn and Co. and moved it to 
his store. In May 1922, Mast 
purchased the Bakery Mercantile Co. 
bankrupt stock and also moved it to 
his store. Then in July 1922, Herman 
Mast purchased the Home State Bank 
building from C.S. Goodrich and mov- 
ed into the living quarters upstairs. In 
March 1923, he bought the Farmers 


Union store out, moved the stock and 


i 
— 
—! 
we 


rented 
storeroom. His store sustained 
major damage in a fire on 
October 
January 1932, Mast moved the 
store to the Home State Bank 
building along with the bank. 
The bank closed in 1933, 
leaving only the store there. 

In the early forties Masts 
closed the store and in 1945 


CASH SPECIALS FOR 
THE WEEK END... 


Sugar, 20 Ibs. for 
Large can Pork and 


Oval can Sardines, 3 for 25c} 
Round can Sardines, 6 -.25c| 
Quart jar Dill Pickles _.15c! 
No. 10 can Peaches _ 
and No. 10 can Black- 
berries, for _....._.___..79. 
Noodles, Spaghetti and 
Macaroni, 6 pkgs. ......25c| 
Dried Apricots, 2 tbs. 
Corn, 4 cans for 
PPP, Standard A and Gold 
. Coin Flour.” | 
New Voile and Print Dresses 
Unbleached Muslin, yd. 5 
36-inch fast color 
Prints, yard 
HERMAN MAST 
General Merchandise 
Phone 78—Goff 


the building for a 


11, 1931, so in 


Crescent Lippincott rented the 
building and opened a store 
there again. He and his wife, 


Wink’s Store where the present Legion 
Hall is. Shown is Kathryn Lippincott- 
Kruse. 


Nola, operated the store until 
1964 when they sold out at 
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auction and closed. 
This was the last 
business to operate in 
that building. 

Edith Sharpe 
opened a new store in 
the Sharpe building in 
May 1915. This was 
located east of the 
bank just east of the 
alley in block 10 
where the White Barn 
is presently located. 
Then later Mr. E. 
Bakey rented the 
building and opened a 
general merchandise 
business there. He 


WEEK END SPECIALS 


Boiling Meat, 3 tbs. 
Roast, tb... 10 
Brookfield Creamery 

Butter, 1b. .W...... Perk 
Crackers, 2-Ib. box 
No. 3 Pork and Beans, 

3 for 24 
No. 2 corn, 3 cans 
No. 3 Kraut, 2 cans .. 
Print House Dresses, 

fast color ............ 50c up 


Remember we carry a 
complete line of Groceries 
and a good selection of Qual- 
ity General Merchandise. 
See our stock before you buy 
and let us quote you prices. 


S. STIE MERCANTILE. 
Phone 80 


Opening Announcement 
MAY FIRST 


We wish to announce to the people of this community 
that on next Saturday, MAY 1, we will be open and ready 
for business with a new and fresh line of quality groceries in 
the Sharpe building. cast of the First National Bank. 

We cordially invite everyone tu visit our store and assure 
you our appreciation for your trade. We will endeavor atall 
times to give cveryone a square deal. Goods will be sold for 
cash and on the least possile margin. 

Remember this stock has been selected with the greatest 
care and quality is its frst essential throughout. 

Just a tew of our specials for Saturday: 


Sweet Potatoes. 2 cans 25¢ 
25e Oysters. 3cans . . . 26¢ 
Salmon,3cans . . . . 25¢ 
Boston Baked Beans, 3 

Ibh,can,3for . . . .25¢ 


New Potatos for Saturday. 
Don't fail to try our Elbow Macaroni. 


Weare agents for Butterick Patterns. Order here. All 
who have previously subscribed for The Delmeator will get 
them at our store. 

We cordially mvite all our old triends aud many new to 
visit us at our store and assure you fair treatment. 


E. E. SHARPE & Co. 


THE FARMERS’ CASH STORE, 
Wo will pay highest market price at all times for produce. 


Evaporated Apricots. . 
2ibs. for. . - Re, 


+. + 106 
3 for 25¢ 
. 25¢ 


went bankrupt in 1922 and Herman 
Mast bought the merchandise. Edith 
then ran a kind of greenhouse 
business from the Sharpe Garage just 
to the east. Then in January 1923, 
Jacob Langley rented the building and 
opened a dry goods, shoes and 
clothing store. It was known as 
"Langley's Bargain Store". The Bargain 
Store sold out in that same year and 
C. Boozikee from Wetmore rented the 
building for a general merchandise 
store. In March of 1924, he moved the 
business to Bancroft and in September 
Stie and Aldeen opened a general 
merchandise store there. Salem Stie 
then took over Aldeen's interest. At a 
sheriff's sale in November 1934, Stie 


purchased the old Dulake 
corner store building for a bid REAL COFFE & 
of $550. Since this building was Absolutely Free! 
where Mast's fire was, he tore | 07st Tun a ee 

off the top story and part of the ACROPOLIS = 

back was torn down. Anew roof | “reper” 

was put on the first story and a GOFFEE 

new ware room was built on the 
back. The entrance was Keeps the Goodness Intact, so that _ 
changed to the center of the | “EVERY DRop Is 4 DRoP DELICIOUS” 
north side with large show | For One Week Only, Saturday, 
windows. The entire building es feat ase pte 3 ee 
was given a coat of yellow One Extra Pound Free 
stucco. He then moved his Anticipate your needs. No danger of 


staleness as the Vacuum Container keeps 


business from the Sharpe | th Fresh Roasted Flavor indefinytely. 
Come Early as our supply on above offer 


building in April 1935. After |  tsumitea. 
Stie’s death his wife, Ethel, Boozikee’s 


continued to run the store for a We will give 14 lbs. of Sugar for 


number of years. She sold the $1 with each $5 purchase. 
building to George Bryan in 


Inside Stie’s store on the south side of the highway. Salem Stie and Mrs: Mahler by 
the bananas. 
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bs ; ‘ ~y a | 

z mm ee! 
Inside Lippy's store in the old Home State Bank building. Pictured is Crescent 
Lippincott. Picture was taken in the forties. 


April 1962, and he opened a grocery store there called the R & 
H Market, named after his sons Robert and Harold. He closed 
the store in the late seventies and sold the building in January 
1980 to Gus and Avis Freed. They remodeled the building with 
the help of the community. They tore off the old stucco on the 
outside and covered it with red and white colored metal and put 
a new suspended ceiling in the inside with new lighting. They 
operated a grocery store there until the building caught fire in 
July 1986 and burned to the ground. 

In 1939, Harold "Wink" 
Collier purchased the | cneese 
grocery and — meat | axkine soa 
department from Elmer | anna pate mix 
Jordan, the John Deere | SUMALENE pene eee 
dealer, and moved it to the Bring Us Your Soap Coupons 
old Post Office building just We Reserve the Right to Limit Quantity 
to the east across the alley. 


He added a room on the WINK’S FOOD STORE 


Phone 58 Delivery at 9:00 A. M. 


FRESH TOMATOES ~=-—Ib. Me 


back for more space. He ran 
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the store there until 1958 when 
he sold it to Oliver Jones who, 
in a few months, sold it to 
William McConnaughey. They 
ran it a short time, then sold 
out. Collier sold the building in 
1965 to Leonard Nissen who 
ran a television business there. 
Then in June 1969, Nissen sold 
out to Rayford Schmid. He later 
closed the shop and in 
February 1972 sold the 
building to the American Legion 
who still occupy it. They 
remodeled the building, putting 
in bathrooms, a kitchen and bas gitcary/dslivery ban, taken th 
suspended ceiling. Then in the forties. Pictured are C. Lippincott 
1989, they put on a new gabled 2"4 Kathryn. 
roof. 

I am sure there were other stores in Goff over the years 
which I do not have listed. See also Leeper Hardware. 


BARBERSHOPS 
The first barbershop in Goff was run by Ara Hart and was 
about where it is yet today, just north of the present fire 
station. In 1900, Bud Elliott became the barber and in 1901 
H.F. Smith took over and named it the "Enterprise Barbershop". 
J.H. Groves and Andrew 
Morrill took over in 1903, 
The Regent Barber Shop | then came W.L. Forrest who 
W. L. Forrest, Prop, named it the "Regent 
A bright sanitary shop which | Barbershop". He sold the 
extends to the public all of the} shop to Howard Franks in 
accommodations of an up-to-date 1919, and Franks installed a 
tonsorial establishment, We ap- shoe shiner. He had a fellow 
preciate your business. by the name of Rankin who 
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barbered with him. In May 1921, Jesse Bradley purchased the 
shop fixtures and business from Franks and Mr. Rankin stayed 
on with Bradley. William Hawley, Jr. began working in the shop 
that same year along with carrying mail, then in June 1923 Ray 


Pittinger became a barber CRYSTAL BARBER 


1 ith Bradley. J : 
ea sb : bi oe as 2 AND BEAUTY SHOP 
TO er, alte Ta y. Phone 24—Goff 


bought half interest in the 


Satisfactory Barber Work 


Regent Barbershop in June and Courteous Treatment 
1926. They remodeled in Walter Bradley, Master Barber. 
1928 and added a beauty | Best of Beauty Work. Permanents $€ 


shop run by Hettie Tolliver. aa Nidan a hfe 
They also changed the name 

to "Bradley Brothers Crystal Barber and Beauty Shop". Bradley 
Brothers purchased the Corning barbershop in December 1928 
and Jesse moved there to run that shop. 

Cecil Quinn and Earl Ewing opened the "White Way" 

barbershop in 1926 in the Commercial Hotel building. That 
same year Ewing bought Quinn out and William Lair worked 
with him. Ewing left in 1936 and went to work for the state 
vehicle department. Walter Bradley then moved his shop into 
the Ewing barber- shop in the west end of the Hotel. Later he 
4 moved back to the 
: original barbershop 
building. 
3 After Bradley's 
)) death in July 1962, 
=| Harlan "Blondie" 
Gibson ran the shop 
for a few months. 
Rex Shumaker pur- 
chased the shop in 
> the fall of 1963 and 
still barbers there one 
day a week. 


Present barber shop, taken in 1990 


BEAUTY SHOPS 

There were a number of different beauty operators in Goff 
over the years so I will name only a few. Hettie Tolliver was a 
beauty operator in the Bradley barbershop when they expanded 
in 1928, then Lily Holliday in 1930 and Ruth Clelland became 
an operator there in November of that year. After Bradley moved 
the barbershop to the hotel, Mae Davis opened a Beauty Shop 
in that location. then in 1942 Evelyn Molineaux and Eleanor 
Vernon ran the "Crystal Beauty Shop" in Horlock's Commercial 
Hotel. Jo Ann Hollis presently has a beauty shop in Goff. It is 
located in her home on the west side of West Street at the north 
end of the street. 


THE GREAT WHITE WAY 

At a meeting held in Frankfort on May 15, 1914, the "Great 
White Way" was established through Kansas. It ran along the 
Central Branch of the railroad from Atchison to Clyde. There it 
joined the "Great Kansas White Way" in a cross state road to 
Denver. After the White Way was established it began to be 
referred to as Main Street where it ran through Goff. In March 
1922, A.E. Blackney and Everett Lindsey started working on 
marking the route. They rigged up on "Auto Home" furnished 
with kitchen and sleeping quarters. They took the contract to 
mark every other telephone pole from Chicago to Colorado 
Springs, a distance of 1161 miles. They made fifteen cent per 
pole and the White Way association bought the paint. This is 
from the Frankfort Index, "The Great White Way was the only 
completely organized highway passing through Missouri and 
Kansas”. In the fall of 1922, the temporary bridges between Goff 
and Wetmore were replaced with modern concrete culverts. The 
total cost of the fifteen was $15, 440.90. Then in 1926 a new 
bridge was built just west of the depot across Spring Creek and 
at that time the channel was straightened. In 1928 the highway 
was changed from running south just west of town to running 
in a southwest direction, to the Crane Corner, presently 
Highway 62 Junction, two miles from Goff. This cut directly 


across the Bayard Taylor farm (see Mary Powell). They started 
graveling the road in 1930 going from Goff to Centralia and east 
to Netawaka to connect with Highway 75. The improvements in 
the right of way and curb and gutter work was done through 
Goff along the Highway in 1933. All the cement was mixed here 
for the curbs and sidewalks and the water mains had to be 
lowered when the grade was cut through town. The State paid 
for the concrete curbs and sidewalks and Horlock lowered the 
water mains. The highway was oiled in 1933 going through Goff 
on October 9 to 11. This Great White Way had become 
designated as State Highway No. 9. 


WHITEWAY CAFE 

The Whiteway Cafe was 
located across the street east 
of the present E & L on the 
corner. In 1914, the Beam 


“White Way”’ 


brothers bought the : Cafe 


restaurant from W.D.|... |. - . 
Wollard and named it the Both Quality at 


Whiteway Cafe. They sold it | _ and Quantity 


Short orders 
at all hours. 


Home Made 


to Mr. and Mrs. W.M.|". 
Plummer. In October 1919, |, © 
E.A. Dunnick purchased the ‘ 
Cafe from the Plummers. Toe. ‘Crean 
Later it was owned by Julia |«'. re) ol d Drinks. : 
Wesley who sold itto the} | Qandy and 
manager of the Van Noy|.- -Cigars. - 
Interstate Hotel and Eating We have the : 
House, J.R. Ward, in August “FRANKFORT. BONIFAS 
1920. Ward changed the }. ° BREAD ° . : 
name to the Ever Eat Cafe, |Try one of our popular 


then in November 1921]. 25 ceni.Meals 
Plummer purchased the cafe | | BEA M BRO, 5S. 
again and changed the name | . PROPRIETORS 


back to the Whiteway Cafe. 
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E.A. Beam, who ran a bakery in Wetmore, purchased it from 
Plummer in February 1922. He ran the bakery in conjunction 
with the cafe, Later RI. 
xd a Freeman ran the 
Thanksgiving Dinner, 40c | ,.staurant and it daiagtih 
Stuffed Baked Goose with Gravy fire and burned to the 

Roast Chicken Celery Dressing 
Mashed Potatocs Parker House Rolls ground on Wednesday 
Spiced Apples Candied Yams morning, June 3, 1925. 
Pickled Beets This building was built 
Brick Ice Cream and Devil’s Food Cake on the Home State Bank 


or Pumpkin Pie a la Mode 
Coffee Tea Milk corner in the early 


’ eighties for a drug store 
Jepson’s Cafe, Goff by Charley Younkman. 
It was later moved to the 
location on the corner west. William Plummer then opened a 
eafe and named it the Whiteway Cafe in the Commercial Hotel. 


iee: 


Jepson’'s Cafe, where the present cafe is located, taken in 1948. 


He served short orders and lunches; it was later purchased by 
Mr. and Mrs. Guy Jepson. In the forties the Jepsons bought the 
old Harley Holiday Service Station on the east side of town 
where the highway turns south and remodeled it into a 
restaurant and moved his cafe there. Later there were various 
owners, the present being Julia and Daryl Linneman. It is now 
known as the D. & J. Cafe. 
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D &Jd Cafe, taken in 1990 


THE OWL CAFE 

In March 1917, J.G. Hendershot and wife of Wetmore 
moved to Goff and opened a “neat little restaurant" and short 
order business just north of the Rust Pool Hall south of the 
Hotel on the west side of Stahl Street, and in May 1918, they 
moved to the Hays Building, first door south of the Hotel. As 
Herman Henery relates to me, in Jess Hendershots own words, 
he actually started out there by buying ice cream by the gallon 
wrapped in burlap, packed it : 
in ice and would sell it by the| | EATS” and aie A 
cone at five cents each. In] Brrmrkeod H Handy. 
November 1920 they moved]! °' 
to a location on the east side The busy. little. cafe just op- 
of the street across from the | - Resite the Theaier in Goff | 
fire station where Gerald leg Cold Beer and 
Moore has his shop. They , 
called it the "Owl Cafe”. In 
October they built their new hat Short! Gniees 
restaurant, a hollow tile and Cigars 8 and Fandies 
stucco building 20 x 30 feet. : 
They used the frame building STEELE: and. nd HAWKINS 
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just to the south for 


SPECIAL CANDY SALE living quarters. After 


Saturd ay May 26, Only Hendershot closed, the 
, building was never used 
The New Ten-Der Gum Drops for any business again. 


Jumbo Roasted Peanuts Bairds Hamburger 

Monarch Chocolates Inn, across the street 

All at per Ib. 20C from the Family Theatre, 

These are all guaranteed strictly fresh goods. in present Handley Park, 

The greatest bargain of the year. was opened in 1930 asa 

sandwich shop. It closed 

The Owl Cafe in 1934 and Ray Ingalls 

J. G. Hendershot moved the building to 

his farm west of town in 
1938. 

In the thirties Handleys 
built a lunch stand across 
the street from the present 

, : White Barn in Handley Park. 
ties ic: 6 iit In 1936 they sold it to George 
Tolliver. In January 1937, 
thieves broke in and stole 
two slot machines. Then in September Arley Steele and C.C. 
Hawkins took over and built a kitchen on the back to give more 
room, This place became known as "Ma Hawkins". It was quite 
an active place when the plant was operating and on Saturday 
nights. 

In a little building just] . Thee @ ies: 
west of Corwin's Drug Store, GOFF: 3 ANDWICH. SHOR 
C.E. Mahler had a cream | opposite the. Family Theatre In Goff., 
buying station in 1913. Then}. ‘Hot Vegetabte and! ¢hifi ‘Soups. ~ 
in May 1923, he sold out to Ice Cold eer Rae Lunches of 
F.A. Corwin from Corning. -: Let-Us: Serve: Yout i. * 
They offered a lunch and 
short order along with the 
fountain confectionery store. It was called the "Victory". 


J.H. Clark rented 
the Corwin Drug Store 
fixtures in 1920 and 
opened a popcorn and 
ice cream parlor. He had 
a machine for making 


Cold Drinks’ 
‘for Hot 
Days 


Real thirst quenchers, 
On the ice all the time. 


rs COCA COLA: 
"Krispities", a confection GREEN RIVER 
ORANGE CRUSH 
similar to popcorn balls. ~" BUDWEISER 
He also ran the soda ROOT BEER 
GINGER ALE 


fountain. 
“and all popular ‘flavors 


Mahlers 


Cafe in Commercial Hotel, taken in 1948 


GARAGES 

J.L. Shumaker ran a wagon and buggy repair shop and 
operated a feed mill on the corner of Second and Abboit Streets. 
In 1915, he built a flour mill and feed mill just south of his 
wagon shop. The building was 20 by 30 feet and 21 feet high 
with two stories. This building was in block 14 on the south 
side of the present highway. The Goff Flour Mill ground its first 
flour in October 1915. It was called the "Nemaha County White 
Rose Flour". In May 1922, Shumaker rebuilt his building into 
an office and sales room and took the dealer agency for 
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Chevrolet motor cars. In ].. : : 
October Earl Dickson, black- |; WAGON AND BUGGY REPAIR WORK 
smith, purchased the |i::I,do‘all kinds of firat class” 


Shumaker mill and moved it edwork and guarantes sat- 
faction. My shop is equip. | 


to the corner lots of his crea oe =: 

_ped'with the latest tools and 
property, which was east of an give you the hest work. at. 
the Henry Brother's station |;-' fair prices. — a 
where the Doctor's office is, |? J L: ‘SCHUM AKER 
and equipped it for a : 
blacksmith and machine 
shop. J.L. Shumaker then built one of the largest garages in 
northeast Kansas on his lot to house the Shumaker Motor Co. 
It was built in an "L" shape with doors on the north and west. 
In 1925 he added a second story on part of the building for 
living quarters. W.A. Samson was a mechanic in Shumaker's 
garage in 1928. In 1930 W.M. Gleason leased the garage and 
bought most of his parts and equipment. He moved the White 
Way Garage there. 

After the White Way Garage moved out, Munson and Hart 
opened the garage near the depot in 1925. Hart quit in 
November and H.S. Hatch took over, calling it the West End 
Garage. The next year it was taken over by Harry Gray and W.A. 
Samson ran it. They had a fire there in 1928, but saved the 

BROWN SAID TO JONES building. Then 


Seid Fore vee dons hind a car rides fine, W.M. Gleason 

surely wish I could say that for mine.” 

Said Jones, “This blanied car used to get my goat. leased the building 

How ane anes fixed I know that she’s ee boat.) and moved the 
e place where mine was fixed is the one for you. 

Take yours there and they’ll send her out like new.’ White Way Garage 


THE WHITE WAY GARAGE Dapke tere: tango 
Chevrolet Sales & Service W.M.Gleason.Mgr.| he rented the 


Phone 84 Shumaker building 
and moved there. J.E. Dorman then rented the garage for his 
used car business and Ray Swanson and Irwin Bailey were 
mechanics there. In 1933, Raymond Fletchall rented the 
building and ran the West End Garage there. After Herman 
Rainey purchased the building in 1937, Fletchall purchased the 


Old West End Garage in about 1934. Pictured are Raymond Fletchall and Earl 
Brammer. 

old Rust Pool Hall, 
remodeled it, and moved| The FLETCHALL GARAGE 
there. Rainey completely R. F. FLETCHALL 
remodeled the building to 


Service’ With a Smile 
the way it looks today with Drive In of Phone 9, Goff 


an angle drive that can be 
entered from either street. In 1963, Eldon Mulroy and Lyle 
Weyer purchased the garage and named it the "E & L Standard 
Service." In the early seventies, Mulroy bought out Weyer's 
interest and continues to operate there. After Freed's store 


burned in 1986, they added groceries and Mulroy along with 


E&L Service and Grocery operated by Eldon and Doris Mulroy, taken in 1990. 
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his wife, Doris, operate it now as the E & L Service and Grocery. 

In 1916, Frank Reed opened an auto repair shop just north 
of the present City Hall. He was not in business there for very 
long. 

In 1919, W.J. Foreman opened the tire shop Just north of 
the present E & L Service. In 1920, DeWitt Calder and Keith 
Butts purchased it and named it "Calder and Butts". Shortly 
thereafter, George Whaley and F.W. Wade made it into a repair 
shop. It burned on October 14. 1924 and was a total loss. 


Old Rust Pool Hall and later Fletchall's garage, now owned by Roy Bell. Picture 
taken in 1990. 

In July 1920, the Goodrench Auto Co, opened for business 
in the old livery barn. They did repair work of all kinds, with 
L.W. Rentschler as the proprietor. 

In the thirties, Hugh Miller ran an auto repair and lathe 
work shop in the old cold storage building next to where the 
City keeps their equipment on the north side of First Street in 
block 14. 

In 1915, Izaih Sharpe opened a garge just east of the 
Johnstone Hardware in block 10. In 1918-19 he built a new 
Sharpe Garage building on the southeast corner of block 10, 
the corner east of the bank. The building was 50 x 80 feet with 
13 inch walls, large 10 foot front doors on the south and 
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Performance—thrills 


you’ve never had in any low-priced car 


65 to 70 miles an hour . . 0 to 35 miles an hour 
in 6.7 seconds . «Silent Syncro-Mesh gear- 
shift .. Simplified Free Wheeling .. Unsurpassed 
smoothness and quietness,. . GO Horsepower 


f 
PcnivRourg ‘You must drive the new Chevro- 
let Six to appreciate the many 


‘new thrills of its performance. 

ton the street, compete with other 

understand what it means 

to accelerate from a atandatill to 35 miles an 
hour in tere than '#even seconde! Hunt out 
some long atretch of highway and open the 
throttle to the limit—and experience the keen 
joy of a top apecil ‘without stress or strain. 
Travel over the roughest road you know— 
and learn the advantage of it new stabi« 
lized front end. Rum the eae th 
full range of speed and power—and know 
the pleasure of Chevrolet's new smoothness 
and quietness. 
Then, try the thrill of Frea Wheeling—of 
gliding slong on momentum ins modern 
quality six—of shifting geare ex 


Rs 
mission—which is exclusive to Chevrolet ia 
the lowest price field. 


I driving of a Cheveolet 


livelier, smoother than ever—ensier to hi 

and control—it gives performance thrills 
you've never had in any low-priced carl 
PRICED AS 


meee "ATS 


AM prices J.a,b. Flint, Michigan, Sprcial equlpment extra. 
Low delivered prices and ety GM. A. Cotermhs Chrvralat 
Meter Company, Drtrsit, Mich, Division ol Generel Meters 


NEW CHEVROLET SIX 


THE GREAT AMERICAN VALUE FOR 1932 


SEE YOUR DEALER BELOW 


W. M. GLEASON, Goff, Kansas 


another door in the 
northeast corner on 
Abbott Street. There 
were two 12 x 14 foot 
plate glass windows in 
the front and a roof of 
50 foot steel girders. It 
opened April 21, 1919. 


‘We sell ever thing in_the Case Line of 
Tractors tne Power Farm Implements. He became an agent for 
If interested, don't fail totalk withus | the J.I. Case farm 


- | machinery. In 
-. The Sharpe Garage’ September 1924, Wilbur 
Everything for the Auto Hawk purchased the 
building and one week 


before buying,” eit 


later he sold it to W.J. Groves. 

See also White Way Garage, Family Theatre, Goff Advance, 
and the Post Office, who each occupied this building in later 
years. 


THE WHITE WAY 


GARAGE 

In March of 1915, 
J.E. Dorman went to 
Kansas City and 
purchased three Monroe 
automobiles of the 
roadster type and took Chevrolet: fs 
the agency for the south | Monroe Roadster - - - $540 
half of Nemaha County. | No. 20s, five passenger - - ans 
The Monroe had twenty- —= 
two horsepower and sold Oakland Six $845. 


for $640. In September | 10 inch Wheel Base, Demountable Rims, One Man 
1917, Mr. Dorman took Mohair Top. Cars all electrically equipped. « 


the dealership for J. E, Dorman 


Chevrolet cars. These Local Agent for South Nemaha County.’ . 
were the first Chevys 


sold in Goff. In 1918, a 490 sold for $745, a Baby Grand for 
$1,060, and an eight cylinder sold for $1,650. In September 
1919, Noah Cooley purchasd the Chevrolet agency from 
Dorman and in April 1923, Dorman again took over. 

The White Way Garage, formerly the Goff Garage, was built 
where the old Union Depot Hotel burned down. It was managed 
by F.W. Hay, then operated by Clifford Jerome and Ira Freel. A 
new building was built by H.S. Hatch in 1916. He also had 
owned the old Union Depot Hotel which burned in 1915. In 
February 1917, Clifford Jerome accepted the agency for the 
Overland automobile and in June 1918, he secured the agency 
for Oldsmobile. In April 1919, he secured the agency for 
Fordson tractors and had three of them on hand. 

In 1917, the White 
AUTOMOBILE OWNERS Way Garage was sold to 


Work on automobiles will be done 
from now until March 15,1015, at 40c Clyde Thoren and 


per hour or overhauling cars on con- | Ronald Pinick and in 
tract at a discount. Work guaran- 


teed. Bring your car in and I will | April 1918, it was sold to 

look it over or tell me the trouble and | Clyde Cozad then sold 

I will arrange it with you satifactory 

to bring your car in. back to Clifford Jerome 

Bruhn’s Garage, Goff, Kansas. | that same year. In the 
Gasoline ane Oils Phone No. 18. meantime, Jerome had 


sold his cars and 
tractors out of there since he had kept the agency. In 
September 1919, Mr. Jerome secured the agency in this section 
for the Dodge automobile. Then on December 1 of that same 
year, Grover Titman purchased the White Way Garage from 
Jerome, however, Jerome kept the dealership for Fordson 
tractors and Dodge cars. Then he purchased the Ford garage in 
Seneca and the Fordson agency went to Don Cole in Wetmore. 
In September 1920, Titman sold the garage to D.W. Calder. 
The White Way Garage was sold at a mortgage sale on October 
4, 1921 and the business was bought by J.S. Sourk, one of the 
creditors. Charles E. Bentley of Sabetha purchased the garage 
in February 1922. In November of that year, Howard E. Corwin 
of Sabetha purchased it. They lived in the light housekeeping 
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NewReothe Fifth the Incomparabe Four or Reo Six 


Noté thestyle, the graceful lines, the up-to-dateness, the 
big “U" doors, the very latest type of body. No sharp cor- 
ners, nothing that sticks out to mar the appearance--you see 
refinement everywhere. It you are interested in buying a 
car be sure and note the specifications, 

If you have not seen or received any sond us n postal card und we will be glad to furnish 
them, Note the many improvements, the added fenturea, the changes nnd high grade equip. 
manta, and thon note the price and you will wonder how it ia done. ‘There ia greator value in 
the Roos tan’ ever before and wo fool perfectly snfo in mying that no uther maker in the 
country oan produce their equal and offer thom at tho samy price, te 

lta a bold statement butit's trne for we have examined differont mad of cars and wo 
have found that the Reos aro the most perfected car of cars in workmanship and material, 
equipment and durability, for the price asked, Tho progress of thu Reos has been so constant 
und sure that we oan point to it'as the best guarantee a purohager could ask, We think that 
we are safe to say that every oo owner is perfectly entisfied with hia purchase, ‘The Reo 

Dompany 18 ten years old and now makes all of the parte in their factory, thua anving tho 
middlemons' prolit and you got it in the quality of tho car. The Roo Tho Fifth has been out 
for throo full years, 80 you aeo it is not a new car to be tried out, but has beon ti out to the 
sutisfaction of every Reo owner or purchaser, Came to us and lot ua explain it toe you 
thoroughly, Lust of all talk to Reo owners, their exporienoy is worth something to you 
Whether you want a oar now or later the time to decide is now. You will then be able to get 
the car when you want it, 

Wo also have the Maxwoll 25 at $695.00, electric lights and soit startor $55.00 extra F, O, 
B, Detroit Mioh, We will bo glud to show you thia car if you ure not interested in so high 
priced a oar as the Rep, 


'. -:PRICES-=-Reo the Fifth, Incomparable 
Four, $1,050; Reo the Fifth, Roadster, 
$1,000; Reo Six Cylinder $1,385, f. 0. b. 
Lansing, Michigan. —, . 


We also have triple-filtered gasoline, motor oils and auto accessories 
Day: or night auto livery service. Car repairing a specialty on 
all makes of cars, P 


BRUHN’S GARAGE 


7 Sebi & DELUDE, Props. + ¢.x 
Phone - 18: i, Goff, Kansas. 


The Reo - the first car sold in Goff. 
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rooms at the Com- 
mercial Hotel. In April 
1923, James E. Dorman 
again became. the 
Chevrolet dealer in Goff 
and was located at the 
White Way Garage. He 
took charge pending a 
deal between the Home 
State Bank and William 
and Robert Gleason of 
Topeka to take over the 
garage. The Gleasons 
were cousins and had 
already taken charge of 
the mechanical work. William Gleason had been a mechanic 
with Badders Motor Co. at Topeka. The advertisement called it 
the "White Way Garage, Gleason and Gleason". Then in the fall 
of 1923, it became Wm. Gleason and he sold Ford parts and 
repairs and was known as the "Gleason White Way Garage". In 
October 1924, Wm. Gleason took a partner, Emil Thieme. They 
leased the Sharpe building on the corner east of the bank and 
moved the garage there. 


s 9 7 At that time Ted Rust 
Rainey Ss Service was the Dodge dealer 


72 HOURS A WEEK and sold out of the 
’ ' _ | White Way Garage of 
By order of Oil Coordinator Ickes this service 
station will be operated in the future on the follow- | Gleason and Thieme. At 
ngsenedule: ib the end of November 
Monday through Friday, 8 a.m. to7 p.m. 1925, Wm. Gleason 
Saturdaya =. ----8 a. m. to 8 p. m. ; 
ccBiu. mn: to'l2 Hood bought out Thieme's 
interest and became sole 
We are endeavoring to make the best of present con- owner. In November 
ditions and will continue to give you the best service | 1925, Gleason moved 
possible under existing conditions.—H. E. Rainey, 
the White Way Garage 
back to the Hatch 


pr Economical Transportation 


| 


SALES AND SERVICE 


ON DISPLAY 


On next Saturday, December 29th, we expect 
tohaveonof “The , Outstanding Chevrolets in 
Chevrolet History,” a four-door Sedan on display 
at our garage. Don't fail to see this “Six in the 
Price Range of the Four.” 


The White Way Garage 
“The pop with the equipment to.do the job right.” 
W. M. Gleason Phone 84. 


—. 
CHEVROLET Y 


All gasolint in passenger cars is cash 
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building on the west side of town. He became the dealer for 
Chevrolet cars beginning January 1, 1929. Then in January 
1930, Gleason leased the Shumaker Garage and moved his 
White Way Garage ahd Chevrolet dealerships there on the east 
side of town on the south side of Highway #9. The dealership 
continued there under Gleason and later his sons. Wm. 
Gleason, Jr. moved to Seneca under the name of Gleason 
Chevrolet in 1960 and still runs the dealership there. The White 
Way Garage, by then known as White Way Chevrolet, Inc., 
closed in Goff in 1968 and p 5) ! 
Alvin and Steve Gleason Auto Livery !: 
moved the business to Calls answered day or 
night. "Peat 
Frankfort. We carry Gasoline and, 
Bruhn and Delude, | Oi. 3 ' a 
proprietors of Bruhn s W. M. Delude’™ : 
Garage actually sold the first | at garage just north ‘of 
cars as dealers in Goff. They Union Depot Hotel or leave 
sold the "Reo Automobile" word at Commercial Hotel 
They went out of business H. F. Bruhnis in charge 
y of Auto Repairing.- All 
before 1921. work is guaranteed. ; 


CHURCHES 
In the early days 
the Methodist Church 
held its meetings in \ 
peoples' homes. Later 
they met in the 
Fairview school % 
building one mile 
north of town. Then 
in 1880, District 86 


built a new school | - j 
house and_ the 4 a, 
Methodist Church ; 7 
started holding their 7 nn | | | 
meetings there. The Methodist Church, early 1900s. 
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Methodist Church was organized in the spring of 1885. They 
purchased lots 7 and 8 in the southeast corner of block 7 from 
George C. Stahl for $25 and bought lots 5 and 6, just north, for 
a parsonage from Thomas Berridge for one dollar and 
considerations. The church was dedicated in November 1885 
and the first pastor was Rev. Griffis. 

The Christian Church organized June 17, 1877 at the 
Maple Shade School 
which was three and 

= one-half miles north of 
Goff. On March 12, 
1881, they started using 
the Fairview School that 
sat where the cemetery 
is located one mile north 
of town. Then in 1886 
they started using the 
' school building in town. 
It was in 1888 that they 
built their church 
. building in block three. 
The building still stands, 
however, the church has 
pre em been discontinued there 
Christian Church, early 1900s for a number of years. 


- 


The Church of God began in Goff in the southeast part of 
town. They were re-organized on June 14, 1922, into the 
Church of the Nazarene with Rev. E.L. Duby as pastor. They 
then built a new church building in block 9, present Masonic 
hall, and moved there in the summer of 1929, This church has 
also been discontinued for a number of years. 

In May 1920, a proposition was submitted to the churches 
for a federated church. Under the plan all churches could retain 
their identity and keep their church membership. However, all 
combined could afford the service of a minister most of the 
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Tabernacle but in 1 914 for Revivals el Huns services, one block south of the 
school. 


time. On May 6, the proposition was submitted and was 
accepted by the Methodist and Christian Churches. The 
Holiness people voted not to join. The articles of association 
were written, approved, and signed by the official boards of the 
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two churches for an associated church on May 20, 1920. 
In 1941, the Christian Church decided to go back to their own 
church. Then on January 6, 1941, a meeting was held at the 
Methodist Church and trustees were elected. In May of 1941, 
Rev. John Taylor came from a Boston seminary and became 
pastor. In 1952, a schoolhouse was purchased, moved in and 
attached to the west side of the Methodist Church building for 
more room. 

Although all three church buildings are still standing 
today, the Methodist is the only one that is still active. 


BLACKSMITHS 

It was in 1879 that Gard Pickett built the first blacksmith 
shop in Goff at a cost of $150. The supplies were hauled in from 
Sother, a railroad stop two miles east of here. 

Jack Handley started blacksmithing in Dentonville, north 
of Goff, in 1882, and he bought out Gard Pickett and built his 
own shop on the lots that are used for a park today on the 
south side of Highway #9 in block 13. He ran the shop until he 
retired in August 1925. He came here from Nova Scotia, 
Newfoundland. 

Nick Jacobs was a 
New Low Blacksmith Prices | blacksmith here and sold 
on Cash Basis out to B.A. Johnstone in 

Due to the low prices of farm products we have 1919. Then in 1932, Earl 
reduced our prices in proportion and work for Dickson of Wetmore 
sto stomaiy ounov ee | BUTChased the business 
Sharpening Plows, formerly 75¢ and from Johnstone. The shop 
Bde; now: 45et060e | was in a brick building in 


Pointing Plows 


$1.75, now . E block 13 about where the 


Sharpening Discs, formerly a present bus barn is. J.L. 
Alll other blacksmith work in ion. 

aes re ood until further notes Will apes Shumaker then built a 

ciate your work now in order that we may have it new shop just west of the 

ready for you when you want it. 

present D & J Cafe in 

Earl Dickson, Blacksmith | block 14. Dickson then 

GOFF rented his shop to T.E. 
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Anders in 1928, and in 


1929 Sam Munsel took Fort Madison 


over. In September isters 

1930, the shop caught : -L *t 

fire and burned down. BEFORE you buy that new lister 
In March 1936, don't fail to see the kind we sell and 


recommend. Asktheman who has one. 


Edgar Munsel opened a 
blacksmith shop in the 
old Spring Valley 
Creamery east building 
on the north side of 
First Street in block 14. 
Sam Munsel purchased 
the shop in May 1937. 
In 1938, B.A. 


Johnstone rented the Here is the lister that has every 


old livery stable and feature, yet has not an ounce of un- 
necessary weight. Light of draft, 
opened a blacksmith yet one of the most durable and 


lasting listers on the market. The 
shop there. He died in lister-share is positively guaranteed. 


1942 and the shop was against breakage. 
then closed. aa See 
M.T. Jones built a NICK JACOBS, Blacksmith. 
shop across the street 
north of the elevator next to the 
alley in block 13 lot 9. He sold it to M. T. Jones 
Earl Dickson and left Goff. Then in : 
July 1936, Jones' son-in-law, Blacksmith 
William Gleason, traded for the shop 
and Jones came back to Goff to take 
over the shop. He ran it until his death and it was closed. This 
was to be the last blacksmith shop in Goff. 


ELEVATORS 
The first elevator sat across from the lumberyard about a 
block northwest of the present elevator, and the first elevator 
operator in Goff was William Kibborn. That elevator burned 
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down. It was on May 1, 1899, 
that John McManis took charge 
of the Goffs Grain Company 
and started to build up the 
business. There were actually 
two elevators in the vicinity of 
the present one at that time. 
There was one on each railroad 
but both were operated by 
McManis. He ran the business 
until Derby Grain Co. 
purchased it in 1939. They tore 
down the old building and built 
a new elevator. The old elevator 
that remained at that time sat 
on the North Western right-of- 
way so the new one was built 
on the Missouri Pacific tracks 
and still stands in that 
location. O.E. Thieme became 
the manager for Derby, and in 
1940 Keith Baugh took over. A 
short time later in the early 
forties, Theda Volz took over as 
manager. She and _ her 
husband, Earl, ran the elevator 
for Derby until they purchased 
it in 1959. The Quonset 
building on the east side of 
Stahl Street was built in 1954 
and the Stransteel building just 
to the east of the elevator was 
built in 1958. They sold the 
buildings and business to Pete 
Pallesen from Fairview in June 
1968. He ran it for a few years 
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The Goffs 
Grain Co. 


Buyers and shippers of all 
kinds of Grain and Seeds. 


Sells Coal, Field Seed, 
Bran, Shorts, Oil Meal. 


Highest Market Price Paid 
for Grain, 


We want your trade, 


JOHN McMANIS, 


Tanager, 


A Medern Grain and : 
Feed Service... * ae 


We will ‘continize to supply our customore ad 
everything the markets afford—but frankly there a] 
some items that cannot be obtained. However be} 
sured of our every co-operatior. for the duration.” 
aré in the market for your grain and seeds oti 
kinds, and still can supply you with 


Derby Diet’ Feeds - 


as a first-aid to feeding Poultry, Dairy Cattle, rH 
Cattle and Hogs. Forty-two years of experlence a | 
study back of every sack." 


- Derby Grain Co. 


Keith Baugh, Mgr. Phone 37. 


and then closed it. The Henry Brothers purchased it from 
Pallesen in the 1970s and use it only for their own business. 
Therefore an end came to the elevator business in Goff. 


Grain office showing John McManis and James "Bob" Miller with old elevator which 
sat on the North Western right of way. Torn down in 1939. 


r 


= ‘ea A ; ~ 


Elevator taken in 1952 or 1953 showing the stockyards and old city well to the 
south. 
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if filled with 


EGGS. 


> | 
Hi 


Bet eggs’ unless 
you feed your 
hens a ration 
whici builds 
egss within the 
hens. Grain alone 
will not do this, 


SHEN, CACKLE: 


‘\égg Mash, 
NEVER FAILS 


\ 
Keep HEN CACKLE £99 Mash before 
Sens at all times, In cold weather 
feed two parts*ot it to one or grain. 
In warm weather feed more Mash and 
Jess grain, ‘ 


BUY A SACK : 


KOTHal 4 
FAN CACKLE ). ” 
» N&go Mast 


te a finely ground, dry mash of 
cholcest eg-muking, ‘vigor bultding, 
health maintaining ceds. Ene!!y 
gested—no waste, Always puce and 
dependable, Used ond recotnmended 
by leading poultryinen. : 


Satisjaction or Money Back 


50nd 
35,3090 100 


Quonset building sets about where the old livery 
barn was. It was built in 1954, 


HARDWARES AND IMPLEMENTS 

One of the frst hardware stores 
was built in Goff by Tom Berridge on the 
west side of Stahl Street in block 12 in 
about 1882. 

In 1905, Judge Alex Howland 
moved to Goff and engaged in the 
hardware business. Later, B.A. 
Johnstone purchased the business. On 


_+Send for FREE., 
Poultry Book 


80 pages, 50 pictures. {19} 
Thor, Southard Coy [fad 
Kansas City, Kansan” 


\* FOR SALE BY. . 
The Goff Grain Co. 
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November 2, 1916 R.C. Leeper 
purchased the hardware and ! 
called it the "Leeper Cash STOVES i 
Hardware". This was o1 the Olle 
west side of Stahl Street. In| terget that heater up and la shape while 
January 1918, Leeper |  tttcctingamCook Stove aed abr prices 
purchasd the old Opera House | then®* Ct" When In town and inspert 
building on the east side of NEM LING a PAL Wateeee 
Stahl Street south of the old = 

fountain and remodeled it for ao ~ JOHNSTONE 
their hardware and living 
quarters. Then in June, Leeper 
purchased the Patch building on the lower main street to use 
for a warehouse. In October 1922, he purchased the Wilson 
Hardware in Centralia and Mrs. Leeper looked after the 
management of both stores as Mr. Leeper still traveled for the 
Wyeth Hardware Co. of St. Joseph. At that time Willis Morrill 
opened a grocery store in the old butcher shop just on the 
north side of the hardware. In October 1923, Leeper built an 
implement room on the back of the Morrill store, which was 
connected to their store by a side door. They sold 1.H.C. 
Implements and in 1929 started selling International Harvester 
tractors. Leeper bought a store in Holton in 1932, making them 
three stores. In 1938, 


International Line of they took over the 
Implements and Repairs! | Morrill store and 
GET READY ior harvest season willson | expanded into the 


here. You will need 


Twine and Repairs--our prices the lowest, quality best. grocery business. 
5 Some years later after 
Oil Cook Stoves World War II they 


Perfection and Florence--the Florence gives a close-up, hot 


fire, with a minimum amount of fucl, clean, safe and satisfac- closed the Goff store 
tory. Let us demonstrate. and moved the 


Regular 60¢ IXX charcoal tin 12-quart Pails, at 
Fully guaranteed $1.50 Hammer, at merchandise to their 


— Holton store. 
LEEPER ‘SASh BARDWARE CQ), In April 1914, L.N. 
Simon and Son traded 
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the hardware business in Goff to 
J.J. Cox and son for a farm near Announcement 
Burlington. They were also F 

undertakers. Cox and son traded 
their hardware and implement 
business to Frank Prawl, 
including the house, for the 200 
acre farm northeast of Kelly. This 
hardware business was located in 
the building just west across the 
alley from the American Legion Harvester Cos Farm 
Hall in block 11, lot 9. Frank | tr Tools Single and 


Double Row Listers, 


Prawl declared bankruptcy im | Disc Harrow, Plow sisCormick mow 


1915 in federal court. The | cesndmsnrmore toot. 
MOLINE FARM IMPLEMENTS 


hardware was sold to Hobbs 1 Seed Ene Plow 
Hardware Co. in August 1918. It A Dubie Row, Dandy 
was known as Hobbs Mercantile . wocdaalel KA Cul 
and secured the dealership for fore wl (ot 80 


Moline, J.I. Case, P. & O. and 
1.H.C. farm machinery. Then in 
April 1920, Trader pro-cured 
the agency for John Deere 
Implements. Then in June he sold 
the store to C.J. Clikinbeard and Leeper Hace, Co. 
his son-in-law, George Pfrang Goff-sTwo Stores--Centralia 
from Wetmore. Then L.N. 
Simon took over the store 
again in 1921. The first of | .. 
February 1926, Simon sold : 

out to W.J. Groves including J. J, COX & SON 
the building, business, and Undertaking and 
all the groceries, meats, Embalming. 
hardware, furniture and 
undertaking goods. Fred 
Hunt was put in charge of 
the usiness. The Groves were 


UNDERTAKING 


Phones: Store 15; residence 56. 
GOFF, KANSAS. 
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also undertakers. Then in January 1927, Elmer Jordan 
purchasd the business and Inventory from Groves. Jordan also 
took over the John Deere agency and undertaking business. 
From November 1928 to August 1919, Jordan sold five train-car 
loads of John Deere 
tractors. In 1948, 
Francis Zelfer purchased 
the business and 
hardware from Jordan. 
Then in August 1953, 
Zelfer sold the John 
Deere business to Robert 
Sourk and sold the 
hardware stock at an 
auction. In about 1960 
or 1961, Sourk moved 
the John Deere business 
OUR WAGONS WON'T WORK YOUR HORSES TO to Holton. This ended the 
DEATH, THEY RUN LIGHT. ~ era of Implement 
THEY WERE MADE OF STRONG, TOUGH, SEA- businesses in Goff. 
ea: WOOD AND WILL STAND THE ROUGHEST Edward Nonnast 
+ IF YOU BUY A WAGON GROM US AND ANYTHING opened a hardware store 
ors wnoxe wri. pve wimrsoNt OFOUs | in, 1955 in the old shoe 
OUK HARNESS IS SERVICEADLE, STRONG AND shop buildin g on the 
GOOD LOOKING, IT IS ALSO PRICED LOW. i west side of Stahl Street 
oe . | between the hotel and 
: barbershop. Then in 
d. J. Cox & Son about 1961 he moved to 
: the location of the 
Hardware, Implements, present American Legion 
Furniture, Undertaking Goods. | Hall on the north side of 
the highway. He had a 
stroke and sold out at auction about a year later. This was the 
last hardware store located in Goff to this date. 
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When You Positively Know 


That we guarantee to meet competition of any kind, re- 
gardless of price, you ‘are safe in trading here at any 


and all times. 


Special Sale on Work 
Shirts and Overalls for 
Saturday.... 
Burlington special Overall, 
best grade, reg $2.00..$1.89 
Burlington, Regular 220 
Reg..$1.85 $1.69 
Work Shirts, heavy 
Reg $1.00 
‘Unionalls, best grade 
Reg $4.00 
Lay in your summers supply 
at a real price. 


For every $2 purchase in any 
department we will give 
10 lbs. Sugar for....... $1.00 


Lima Beans, 3 cans 

Best Grade Perfection 
Flour 

Big C Flour.. 

NuWay Flour.... 


' Oranges, per ‘doz.... 


Grape Fruit. 4 for... 
Strawberries, pts... 
Strawberries, qts... 
Bananas, per lb 


Hardware, Furniture and Implements: 


Best grade Outside White Paint, per gallon. 
Barn Paint. Red, per gallon .. 


Fixall Paints and Varnishes, all. colors and, sizes. 


Congoleum Rugs..-.$15.00 Durahu,,per sede: .75¢ 
12 foot Linoleum, per, yard... Se. 


2 SIMION & SON 


SERVICE STATIONS 
In 1926, Charley Hart purchasd the lot where the old 
White Way Cafe had burned and built a filling station there. 
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This was lot 9, block 11 
WHITE ROSE: across from the present E & 
L Service. This was the first 

GASOLINE a ao 
true service station 


in both Ethyl and Royal. established in Goff. It was 


We offer you a complete called the R & B Oil Co., or 
filling station service. Bartley Oil Co. They started a 


delivery truck for town and 
R-B OIL CO.—GOFF country. Herman Rainey 
leased the station starting 
the first of March 1933. Then in December 1937, Howard 
Holland opened a Standard Service Station there after Rainey 
moved to the West End Garage 
across the street. Holland 
operated but one week and 
then Irvin "Dick" Bailey took } 


over, Bailey closed the station | Sie THE UNKINDEST fat 
in December 1942, due to the | |op ALL, IS IN THE TIRE 
gas rationing and limited 


service station commodities 
available due to World War II. 
In March 1929, W.O. 
Holliday rented the Edward 
Fish Frame property just north 
of the Rust Pool Hall, on the 
west side of Stahl Street, and 
opened a filling station. He 
handled Skelly products. In 
1938, Paul Altenhofen took over 


Tire cuts .are especially hard 
the station from Holliday and | luck just now, but along-with our 


called it “Paul's Service complete -station service, you'll 


find-our tire and tube-repair. costs 
at a-minimum, 


Station". This closed in 1940. It 
was later opened by George ‘ 
Hittle and closed after his death | Bailey’s Standard ‘Service 
in 1951. Phone No. 2 

In 1930, Harley Holiday 
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built a new Super Service Station on the east side of town 
where the present D & J Restaurant is located on the corner of 


CONOCO 
Gas, Oils and Greases 
of high quality. 


Batteries, Tires, Tubes 


Tire Repairing. 


Phone 54 for Country Service 


W. O. Holliday Service 
Station 


> 2 
Front of Holiday Filling Station. This is 
part of the present D & J Cafe. Shown 


are Columbus "Clum" and Anna 
Houston. Taken in 1940 or 1941. 


the highway. It had living 
quarters in the back. He sold 
out to Pool Oil Co. but still 
managed the station. In 
June 1935, O.E. "Babe" 
Thieme took over. It was 
closed in the forties and the 
Jepsons remodeled it into a 
restaurant. 

In March 1934, the 
Sabetha branch of Sinclair 
Oil Co. built a new filling 
station on the Earl Dickson 
corner, present site of the 
doctors office, on the east side 
of town. David Potts contracted 
to run the station called "Potts' 
Service Station". In August 
1936, Potts sold out to Carl 
Smith, and the station closed 
in 1940. 

In the fall of 1936, John 
Koch and L.E. Skinner of 
Sabetha built, or really 
remodeled a house into a 
service station on the east side 
of town on the north side of the 
highway. H.R. Kirk managed 
the station and it became the 
Soverign Service Station with 
Skelly products. In December 


1935, Harry Massey became the manager and it became the 
Kansas Petroleum Co. In January 1980, the Henry Brothers 
purchased the station and presently operate it. 
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Pictured is Francis Henry, Taken in 1990. 


STANDARD OIL 
The Standard Oil Co. and the City of Goff agreed on a site 
for a warehouse, tanks and oher buildings. Ordinance number 
79 provided for its location between the Missouri Pacific and 
Kansas City Northwestern 
tracks southeast of the HARLEY’S 


Interstate. Construction was SERVICE STATION 
started on July 22, 1920 and The East End Service Statlon. 


finished in August. There SKELLY GASOLINE 
were two big tanks of 22,000 | Aromax and Refractionated 
gallons each for coal oil and TAG-O-LENE 


gasoline. It opened in October OILS AND GREASES 
with Ray Pittenger in charge. FIRESTONE 


This substation was built at a TIRES AND TUBES 
cost of $5,000. The Standard | gar Laundry and Grease Rack, Tire 


Oil Station changed hands in | and Tube Repairing and Complete 
November 1921, when Frank BtatlonSorvles 

Garrels from Hanover took 

over when Pittinger went to Wetmore to manage the station 
there. In March 1925, L.P. Hendershot became manager after 
Frank Garrels resigned the position. In June 1927, Ward Gates 
purchasd the equipment and business and became the 
Standard Oil agent. Then some years later, Walter Stohr 
became the agent. In September 1952, Lyle Weyer became the 
agent and he later purchased the tanks and equipment. He sold 
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out in March 1986 to the Nemaha County Co-op. They removed 
the tanks, thus ending the Standard Oil business here. 


LUMBERYARDS 
The lumber business was in full swing, E.B. Abbott had 
shipped in and sold twenty-five cars of lumber in the six 
months ending July 1888. This was formerly owned by Tom 
Berridge and located on lot 8, lock 10, the corner east of the 
bank. Burt Rucker later had a 


lumberyard and sold it to Oliver } If You Want 
Munson in 1896. This was loca- Advice on a Silo 
ted on the west side of town on as to whether or not it will pay 


to build ik fell 
the south side of Second Street | 378 {p.dulld one ask biel 


in block 12. In 1898, E.E. Spey are the strongestendors- 
's ot fe 4 
Holston purchased the lumber | yo" onan 
business from Munson and pace with this 
silo business from 
along with his brother-in-law, its start and the 
C.E. Friend, built a thriving | ‘Common Sense’ 
buiness, known as Friend and Silo 


Holston, By 1916, the yard had we are selling 


today, we believe 
grown to cover half a block. In Coe acon 
1937, they remodeled and built av Over, 
a new front on the building that | Friend & Holston 
is still there today. After E.E. Lumber Company 


Holston's death in 1941, H.F. 


The old lumber yard building, taken in 1990, 
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Hightower of Centralia became the manager. In the fifties, 
Robert Sourk purchased the lumberyard building and moved 
the John Deere business there. It is presently owned by the 
Henry Brothers who use it for their own use. 


DRAY AND TRANSFER 


Goff Transfer Line LINE 


The first dray was run by 
A. L. Merritt, Prop. | 14, cobb in 1883, In 1913, 


We want to do your the Goff Dray and Transfer Line 
dray work on a satisfact- was operatd by H.A. Sauers. He 
ory basis, We are on sold out to George Sauers in 
the job all the time. 1917, who sold out to S.B. 
Phone No. 103 night or Shaw in January 1918. He in 
day. turn sold out to C.E. Furst in 
March, and Furst sold out to 
McCrann and Gill in 1919. In 
1922, W.H. Cooley took over the line and in 1923 A.L. Merritt 
purchased the transfer line. He sold out to D.W. McCoy who 
also purchased the dray line 


from Cooley and combined CITY DRAY ! 


the two. R.L. Cox purchased Iam running a dray 
it in 1925, and in 1929 it in Goff and am: ready 
became Simeno and Merritt, at any time to give 


the City Dray. Then in you satisfaction. 
October, A.L. Merritt bought 


out his brother-in-law, H. I : will appreciate 
Simeno, then sold out in| YOUr work in this line 
December to the Fowler | and am well equipped 
brothers, Vivian and Lewis, | tO do all kinds of dray 
then Vivian took over in| Work. 


1930. The Goff Transfer and Prices Reasonable. E 


Dray Line was bought by : 
W.H. Roach and Will Miller in Phone 3 on 27 


1931, and sold to HAE, £. THORNTON 


McKellips in 1933. It had a 
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number of different operators over the years until the railroad 


ceased operation. 


SHOE AND HARNESS 
In 1916, J.E. Chadwick operated a harness and shoe 
repair shop just north of Sourk's drug store, about where the 
driveway now is for the bank. In 1923, B.Y. Bristow took over 


Special Prices 


Men’s Sewed Half Soles 
and Heels .. _.................$1 


Ladies Half Soles and 


Harness Giled, only 

Our lecation is first door 
south of Commercial Hotel 
in Goff. 


BAIRD’S SHOE AND 
HARNESS SHOP 


ELECTRIC SHOE and 
HARNESS SHOP 
Located first door sooth of Commercial 
Rotel. Satisfactory work in all lines of 
Shoe and Hamess Repairing. * We will 
appreciate your work. 
Sam Mouhollien 


‘Trrompson Shoe 
& Harness Shop 


J. F. -Fhtompson. 
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the shop. 

O.S. Bunce had a shoe shop 
just south of the drinking 
fountain on the east side of 
Stahl Street. He sold it to 
S.A. Billinger in 1922, and in 
October Billinger moved 
across the street west in the 
old Hays building. He then 
sold the business back to 
Bunce in 1923. Sam 
Monhollan took over the shoe 
an harness’ shop. in 
November 1923. In 1924, 
Ray Monhollan purchased 
the harness and shoe repair 
business and equipment of 
John Candreia and moved in 
with his father. When Sam 
Monhollan died, about 1933, 
Edward Fish took over the 
shop and in 1934 Roscoe 
Davidson took over from 
Fish and added electrical 
repairing to the business. In 
April 1936, Jack Thompson 
took over the shoe shop and 
was the last shoe and 
harness repairman in Goff. 


HATCHERY 

In July 1929, Meredith Hawk, of ICE! ICE! 
Effingham, rented the Gaylord 
building across from the post office, 
present Legion Hall, and started a 
hatchery. He purchased the building 
in 1930 and in 1931 their big 
incubator could hold three and a half 
tons of eggs at one time. They operated 
a hatchery here for a number of years 
before closing it. the building was torn 
down in 1970. 


Morning Delivery. 


ICE Jack Henery 
In addition to the poultry plant the iceman 
and other concerns, the family of Nick 
Henery at the west side of town, present home of Gerald Moore, 
sold and delivered ice. Their ice house was built in 1922, near 
the tracks west of the house. They also hauled ice from Holton 
for delivery in Goff. 
BERLE Ben POULTRY, EGG AND 
ee ae eo CREAM BUYING 
STATIONS 
if In May 1896, the creamery 
started operating across the 
i bridge west of town on the 
Ean north side of the road. It 
_ proved to be a thriving 
ini a business for a number of 
_ — years. After it ceased to 
Old Farmers Union Building was the last operate, the building was 


place that bought poultry and eggs in Goff. Sold and bought by J.W. 
Last produce buyer was Bernard Hittle. Hawley who moved it to a 


location that was the Collin's place at the northwest edge of 
town and made into a residence. 

The Kirschbraum Poultry House was located next to the 
railroad just west of the present E & L Service on the west side 
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of town. They employed eight or ten people and shipped eggs 
and poultry by the train car loads. They also had an ice house. 
H.F. Hinds arrived in Goff in 1898 and took over the Aaron 
Poultry Co., located on the south end of Stahl Street on First 
Street. he took over as manager of Kirschbraum in 1901. This 
business was closed after the Hanna Poultry Plant was opened 
and Hanna bought the building for storage and had it torn 
down in 1939. 
In April 1901, Swift and Co. opened a poultry and egg 
establishment in Goff with 
OWSLEY WANTS YOUR R.E. Webster of Holton as 
CREAM; POULTRY AND | ™anager. 
EGGS. In 1916, S.B. Owsley 

Highest cash prices paid at all purchasd the cream-buying 

times, Call often. Telephone 7. Station just east of the First 
National Bank from Clyde 
Berridge. He sold out to 
Harty Hailey in 1927. Owsley 
may have operated 
somewhere else in the town 
later. 

The Goff Poultry and Egg 
Co. purchased the old 
Kirschbraum building on the 
west side of town and A.B. 
Cooley managed it. When 
Hanna purchased that 
building, Cooley moved to the 
Z old 1.0.0.F. building just east 
=== Za of the bank. C.C. Hawkins 


We also sell the “EVERLAY” line of | took over, then in 1937 Ray 
Poultry Feeds—-Dry Mash and Scratch | pean Coffelt. 


Weed for laying hens and same for 
fae chicka. e The Goff Farmers Union Co- 


op Association had a poultry, 
S. B . OWS LEY egg and cream buying station 
south of the barbershop. Mr. 
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Lightbody was the manager followed by Willis Morrill in 1922. 
They also sold groceries and other merchandise. They sold out 
the merchandise to Herman Mast in 1923. Then Flock had a 
produce buying station there in 1926. In March 1934, A.B. 
Cooley purchased the building and returned to the business of 
buying poultry, eggs and 
cream. Bernard Hittle was 
the last to operate a station 


ra POULTRY CO. 


The Armour Cream Woe pay the highest market 


Station was located just price for your 


CREAM, POULTRY and 


north of Sourk's Drug Store, 

the present bank, in 1926. It EGGS 

was managed by H.K. Bron, js : Y 

then Henry Cooley in 1927. Your business is appreciat- 
ed. CALL OFTEN, 

Then in 1928, Mrs. Ella Fifer 

operated the DeCoursey] A, B. COOLEY 

Cream Station at that 

location. 

After the poultry plant 
closed in 1949, some local people got Seymours to open a 
poultry and egg station here. They started in the old 1.0.0.F. 
building just east of First National Bank building. They had a 
fire there in 1952, and they moved to the old Sharpe Garage 
building on the corner east of there. Lester Terry then became 

I WANT YOUR manager. They had two routes 

C and about a dozen employees. 
They bought cream, eggs and 
Highest market pricejpaid at all | poultry and sold Blair feeds. 
times. Phone No, 7 for prices, They also candled and graded 


G.- BERRIDGE, eggs. After Terry died in 1959, 
First door_enst_of Cash Store] Robert Keehn took over 


Eggs, Poultry and Cream 


buying for Seymours. He operated two routes until George 
Barrett quit, then he took over that route along with his. They 
also quit grading eggs. He closed the station in 1968. 

Bemard Hittle started buying eggs and poultry after Keehn 
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took over Seymour's in 1959. He had the old Farmers Union 
building just south of the barbershop. He also ran a truck route 
and Lucille Fletchall candled eggs for him part time. He closed a 
short time after Robert Keehn did. 

After the plant closed, Emil Thieme continued buying for 
them and ran a truck route for a few years. He delivered them 
to the Atchison plant. 

Thus ended an era of poultry, egg and cream business in 
Goff. 

THE POULTRY AND EGG PLANT 

It was in 1916 that a group of local citizens purchasd the 
south half of the plot of ground belonging to Mr. and Mrs. 
William Plummer, which layed along the Central Branch tracks, 
and presented it to Mr. G.E. Hanna from Atchison, along with a 
deed to the land. He also received a lease on the well in the 
street just to the north, which had been put down with local 
money in 1915. This was the first city well in Goff. They 
reached an agreement with Mr. Hanna whereby he was to build 
a poultry and egg plant on the property. 

Work on the building began that same year. The main 
building was 68 x 130 feet resting on ninety-six cement pillars 
averaging five feet high, thirty inches wide at the base and 
eighteen inches at the top. The first room was 25 x 36 with 
Sharpe freezer and kept at zero or below at all times. The next 


(nit rm BLS ee: 
ma ab 


The Hanna Poultry and Egg Plant as it appeared when first built in 1917. 
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room was 25 x 36 and used for candling eggs. The balance of 


4-pound SPRINGS 


the cold storage side, 
36 x 80, was used 
for egg cold storage 
and would hold 
twenty train 
carloads of eggs. On 
the other side was a 
room 28 x 16 for the 
egg breaking which 
employed, to start 
with, about thirty 
people, mostly 
women and girls. 
Next to this room 
was the sterilizing 
room, 28 x 16, for 
sterilizing all vessels 
and utensils used in 
the egg department. 
Both of these rooms 
were finished in 
white enamel paint 
and kept absolutely 
spotless and 
sanitary. The women 
wore white uniforms 
and caps. Next was 
the office sixteen feet 
square, and the 
balance of the 
buiding was the 
poultry department. 
At the start the 
poultry was killed 
and dressed here 


Are an yof yours that heavy yet? If they are, isn’t 
it time you started harvesting your poultry crop? 


You have time—now that the grain is out of the 
way, and with the markets as uncertain as they 
‘are, it looks as if the’ wise thing to do is sell the’ 
springs as soon as they are ready for market. 


Not before that, however. If your chickens aren't 
that heavy, the first thing to do is to be sure they 
aren’t infested with parasites (lice, mites, and 
worms). | Then give them all the feed they can, 
eat—a properly balanced ration, of course, be- 
cause it’s quick growth you want. 


If the birds are over crowded it might be best to’ 
sell a few of the heaviest ones—even if they 
don’t weigh quite four pounds—because they’ve 
got to have room to grow. That's certain. 


By all means, watch'them carefully, and keep sell- 
‘ing them—just as soon as they will tip the scales 
at. four-pounds. 


The Hada Poultry & Ea Co. 


Direct Buyers of POULTRY, J and CREAM. 
Phone 320 : Goff, Kansas, 


Open Wednesday aa Saturday Nights 
For Your Convenience 
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and shipped out in car lots. Just east of the south end of the 
building was the machinery room, 22 x 35. Manufacturers of 
the machinery of this kind stated that there was nothing within 
five hundred miles that would compare with the equipment Mr. 
Hanna had purchased. Included in this was two thirty- 
horsepower oil engines, two twelve-and-one-half ton ammonia 
compressors, one air compressor and one thirty-five horsepower 
electric generator which provided all the lights for the different 
buildings. (Goff had no electricity at that time). The machinery 
itself cost over ten thousand dollars. 

The Missouri-Pacific ran a side track between the different 
buildings along the south side of the main building. The 
products were loaded direct from cold storage to refrigerated 
cars. 

South of the track was the ice house with a capacity of 
24x40x18. The salt house and material room was also south of 
the track. North of the track was a forty foot water tower and a 
large receiving room. 

In early 1917, the Hanna Co. opened a temporary business 
just south of the barbershop, then moved to just east of the 
bank until their new plant was completed. Meanwhile, the men 
had filled the new ice house from a dam in Spring Creek. The 
ice averaged 22 inches thick. 

Mr. Hanna stated that he located in Goff because, "Goff is 
the most centrally located railroad town in northeast Kansas. It 
is in the heart of the best poultry and egg producing section in 
Kansas. It is almost halfway between Greenleaf and Atchison, 
also halfway between Virginia City, Nebraska and Valley Falls. 
This gives us four local freight trains a day, all arriving at Goff 
about the middle of the day allowing us to weigh the poultry 
and check the eggs and remit the same day as shipped. While 
at the Missoui River points the freight trains do not arrive until 
after night and the goods must be weighed and checked the 
next day, causing more shrink and longer to remit. We can get 
goods into Goff and the remittance back to our customers 
before the poultry is weighed up in Atchison, St. Joseph or 
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Kansas City." 
In the last week of May 1917, the Hanna Poultry and Egg 
Co. started the wheels of thir new poultry plant in motion. In 


es +} 
Egg processing room in the Hanna Plant 


the egg breaking department a score of women were employed 
in breaking, separating the whites from the yolk and placing 
them in cans ready for storage and freezing. Each lady worker 
was attired in a white uniform. The working tools for each 
consisted of six trays, to each tray a knife for breaking eggs, 
two glass cups to hold the whites and yolks and a metal cup 
just large enough to receive the yolks and allow the whites to 
drop a to cup below. Each egg was tested as it was broken and 
all stale eggs were discarded. 

A large modern toilet and dressing room, a sanitary bubble 
fountain and faucet for those who desired and individual 
drinking cups, were installed. Smoking and chewing were 
prohibited in the work rooms. The water came from the large 
well just north as there were no city waterworks at that time. 

By September the Hanna company was employing every 
woman and girl, as well as men, they could get to dry pick 
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poultry. A competent teacher was in charge to help new 
employees get started. At that time they wanted twenty to thirty 
new people. In June 1918, the plant shipped out a carload of 
frozen rabbits in addition to their regeular shipments. They 
were wild rabbits the plant had taken in. By the end of the first 
year the plant had handled one hundred fifty-two carloads of 
eggs and over one million dollars in produce. They started 
scalding chickens for picking in 1918 because they were unable 
to get a large enough work force to dry pick. 

By this time there was a shortage of housing in town as 
the plant was the largest commercial enterprise in Nemaha 
County. 

They closed their uptown cream buying station in January 
1919, due to the fact that the Franklin Ice Cream Company 
started buying whole milk. 

They then opened a buying station at Axtell and shipped 
the produce to the Goff plant to be processed. In May 1919, 
they added a large feeding house for poultry. The building was 
54 x 130 fee and held fifteen to eighteen thousand head of live 
poultry. With this type of feeding they could turn out about 
fifteen hundred fat chickens a day. They then hired an 
additional five men to look after the work. 
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On January 24, 1918, Capioma, a small settlement north 
of here, had a rabbit hunt for a benefit for Red Cross. They 
delivered six hundred eighty cottontails and twenty-four jack 
rabbits to the plant. In those days there were lots of rabbits in 
this part of the country. By this time there were thousands of 
head of poultry brought to the plant daily. 

They purchased the old Kirschbraum poultry building at 
the west end of Second Street to use for a warehouse and 
storage room. They had that building torn down in 1939. 

In September 1920, the Hanna Company went to district 
court to test the industrial welfare law regulating the work 
hours of women. The law limited women to eight hours a day. 
On December 3, they won the case before Judge W.I. Stuart at 
Hiawatha. It was an important case because it was a test case 
and determined whether an order issued by the state industrial 
welfare commission limiting the working hours of women in 
factories and industrial plants to eight hours a day was fair and 
just. 

The company purchased trucks and ran routes to bring the 
poultry and eggs to the plant. They shipped live poultry as well 
as dressed poultry and eggs in the shell as well as processed 


Workers in front of the plant during World War II. You name them. 
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eggs. In May 1923, about three hundred fifty cases, or almost 
one hundred twenty-six thousand eggs were being graded daily. 
In June of that year, they shiped a carload of shell eggs from 
Goff directly to Havanna, Cuba. These became yearly 
shipments. The cars went to Key West, Florida and from there 
by ship. These were the "B.O.E.", Best On Earth brand put out 
by the plant. 

In January 1924, G.E. Hanna turned the management of 
the plants in Goff and Blue Rapids over to the Priebe and Sons 
of Chicago. Mr. Hanna took a year vacation to fully regain his 
health and strength without the worry of business. 

According to the Butchers Advocate newspaper September 
3, 1924 issue, the Prince of Whales was served chicken at Long 
Island, N.Y. that came from the Goff plant, "right in the center 
of the Unitd States". These were milk fed chickens fed at the 
plant. These were the "Eatmor" brand of poultry, the finest from 
the plant. 

By 1924, the Hanna business was about five times the 
volume of 1917, their first year. The ice house south of the 
track was converted into a feeder room. They could feed 30,000 
head of chickens at a time with this improvement. The chickens 
were fed a mixture of buttermilk, ground corn, oats and wheat. 
In October they shipped 230,000 pounds of dressed poultry. 
During April 1926, the plant shipped out thirty-seven carloads 
of finished product. In ninety days they shipped out one 
hundred and one cars of dressed poultry, shell and frozen eggs. 
Three cars in April were consigned to Havana, Cuba. 

Then in September 1927, the plant started buying eggs 
and poultry on the "grading system". On a normal Saturday in 
1929, more than four hundred farmers would make deliveries of 
produce to the plant during the afternoon and evening. 

G.E. Hanna, who established the Goff plant in 1917, 
retired in August 1929 and completed a deal with E.V. Bowlby, 
local manager, to manage all four of the Hanna plants. Goff 
became the home office for the corporation. Harley Reedy, of the 
Blue Rapids plant, became the foreman at Goff. In October, 
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Raymond "Stuffy"§ McMahon 
became the foreman. In 1929 and 
30 they had a contract for 700 Clarence Furst 
carloads of finished product from | SAYS ---- 
their four plats, Goff, Blue Rapids, We hear a lot these days 
Atchison and Horton. Due to a] about not wasting food. 
decline of business by November e 
1930, the plant was faced with 
losses ee ore workers voted to BO AOE OW TBAT. 
OUT OF EVERY HUN- 
take a cut in pay to keep it open. | DRED EGGS LAID FIVE 
Then in January 1931, the | ARE WASTED BECAUSE 
general offices of the plants were | THEY AREN'T TAKEN 
moved to the Atchison plant. They CARE OF PROPERLY? 


were Nemaha County's greatest e 
industry, and C.H. Furst had] If we could cut’ out this 
become general manager. waste we'd have more 


than a third of the in- 
In 1933 the egg breaking | creased production the 
department was enlarged from | ‘government has asked us 
twenty-four to thirty-six tables. | [P this :year. 
The Goff plant broke eggs for all | Exes are never hetter 
fe lants. W for th than when they are laid. 
our plants. Wages for the women | Our job is to keep them 
were fifteen cents an hour. They eu a fresh until they 
y reach the people who are 
had thirty-two breaking eggs and going to eat them. 
a dozen candlers working in that 


Reeause they lose fresh- 
department alone. ness rapidly in the nest, 


In December 1936, the | the most important thing 


W.P.A. painted a large airplane oe - Umer e die Goat 


sign on the roof of the plant | them hetore you put them 

building. This sign consisted of | 1" the case and sell them 
as often as you can. 

"Goff " in large letters with arrow 


indicators toward Holton and GOFF POULTRY 
Horton with distance to each of & EGG CO. 
their landing fields. Phones 320 and 321 


Then in June 1939, the name Cc. H. Furst, Mer. 
was changed to "The Goff Poultry 
and Egg Co.". They were then 
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taken over by Priebe and Sons of Chicago. 

In 1941 they had five trucks running routes and had a 
contract to furnish frozen eggs for the Allies. As an example, on 
July 3, purchases totaled thirteen million two hundred twenty 
pounds of frozen whole eggs, 810,000 pounds of frozen whites, 
and 1,583,000 pounds of dried whole eggs. They had about 
sixty-five employees by then and in 1943 hired about twenty 
more people. I am told that at their peak they employed 
approximately one hundred. 

The first meeting about forming a union was held in 
August 1943 in the Jepson recreation hall. The union was voted 
in the plant in about 1945 despite warnings from the 
management that they would close it. The plant was closed in 
1949, ending the greatest industry Goff would ever have. The 
citv started to decline after this. 


Henry Brothers brome cleaning plant in 1990. Sets where the poultry plant was 
located. 


Later the elevator purchasd the old plant building and 
used it for a fertilizer and seed plant. When the Henry Brothers 
purchased the old elevator the plant building was included. 
They tore the building down in 1988 and built a new one 
hundred foot metal building to house their brome cleaning 
operation. This business is still in operation as of this writing. 
They handled over two million pounds in one year recently. 
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FRANKLIN ICE CREAM |. . PUREST. 

COMPANY MANUFACTURED © 

The Franklin Ice Cream 
Company of Kansas City built a 
chilling plant here in 1918 to 
buy milk which was chilled and 
sent to Kansas City in iced 
cars. The plant was 30 x 50 
feet, built of hollow tile across 
the street north from the 
Hanna plant near the well of 
"Never Failing Water". This was 
on lot 9 of block 14. They : 
pasturized the milk except in| Moe Set Bek 2 
the coldest weather. Their _ OPEN EVERY DAY 
pasturizing machine had a| ‘7ia, m. to 8:30 p. m. 
capacity of 3,000 pounds per 
hour. The milk was shipped 


daily on the 12:05 North Goff 


Western train. In June 1920, 


the were buying an average of Cold’ Storage 


Co. 
Cream, Poultry and Eggs 


’ Phone No. 95 
Not only highest cash price for your Cream,- 


Poultry and Eggs, but a guarantee of weights, | 125 cans or 1,250 gallons of 
tests and service. We are equipped to handle 
all yur produce and solicit your busiest at al milk a day. They also made 
times. We have the best of equipment for taking 
care of your produce. Franklin Velvet Ice Cream. On 


During the summer months we are going to 


otfer patrons the additional.service of Satureay | APTI] 1, 1921, the Franklin Ice 


Night Service. Bring in your Poultry, Eggs and 
Cream any timo Saturday night and we wi give Cream Co. of Goff became the 


Youthe some prompt serviec as during regular | G Off Creamery. J.L. Barnes 
ead purchased controlling interest 
The Spriag Valley Creamery Co. ane Toren Bens eee es 


f, - Kansas. Franklin had planned to close 
it. 


Including Sunday’ 


HIGHEST Cast PRICE 
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The mik bought at the Goff Creamery increased to the 
highest volume in the history of the plant. On Saturday, May 
21, 1921, 1,670 gallons of milk was taken in. Then in June they 
purchased a big new separator with a capacity of 4,500 pounds 
per hour. The Goff Creamery decided in September that since 
the market for whole mik was "shot" they would start churning 
fresh butter and, with the proper arrangements with the Hanna 
Poultry and Egg Co. for use of cold storage facilities, they could 
hold it and ship it in car lots when the market afforded a 
reasonable price. 

In December the Goff Creamery erected a new building just 
to the east for making butter. It was built for a capacity of 
10,000 pounds of butter per day. In February 1922, a group of 
local investors took over the Franklin Ice Cream Co. property 
and started the Spring Valley Creamery. The first butter was 
churned on April 12, 1922, consisting of four hundred pounds. 
In 1923 the Spring Valley Creamery installed a whistle that 
went off at 7:00 a.m., noon, 1:00 p.m. and 6:30 p.m. It could be 
heard plainly all over town. At this time they could turn out 
about two tons of butter a day. In January 1924, the Deer 
Creek Creamery purchasd controlling interest in the Goff 
Creamery and Will King became the manager. On February 10, 
1926, the stockholders voted to sell the Spring Valley Creamery 
to the Deer Creek Creamery Co. of Atchison. It then became the 


_— ee “ = ae a) aw | 
‘Old Franklin Ice Cream building as it appears in 1990, Now used by the City for 
storage of their machinery. 
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Goff Cold Storage Co. Charles Jackson purchased Will King's 
interest in the plant. Then in November, King purchased the 
interest back from Jackson. They ground feed in one building 
and could grind any mix of a farmer's grain, fodder, alfalfa or 
any kind of feed. This was in addition to their wholesale ice 
cream trade and their agency for "Quisenberry" feeds. They 
then established their own line of feeds known as K-B taken 
from the names of the owners, King and E.V. Boulby. The 
business closed in the thirties. 
THE GOFF GHOST 

In October 1933, there was a lot of talk about the ghost 
that would appear down at the depot. The following article 
appeard in the Goff Advance on Thursday, October 19, 1933: 

EVENT OF THE WEEK - WHAT WAS IT? 
Main Topic of Conversation in the Community This Week 
is a Ghost 

For ten days past a "Ghost" story has been on the lips of 
many people of this comunity. You would hear parts of the 
story from many other sources. Some folks had a theory of what 
it might be, others tried to “laugh it off". Even ghosts are news 
in Goff, so the Advance linotype operator volunteered to do his 
best to solve the puzzle, and here it is: 

by Geo. T. Ward 

Night Marshall William Plummer has discovered what he 
believes to be the ghost of a negro who was killed by a 
westbound Missouri Pacific train in 1910. He was struck in 
front of the depot and parts of his mangled body were picked up 
from that place to the railroad crossing about fifty yards 
northwest. The remains were gathered up and buried by C.K. 
Simon, former Goff undertaker, now of Lakeworth, Florida. 

Early last summer, Mr. Plummer was hired by the council 
of the City of Goff as the night marshall. Shortly after taking the 
job he first discovered this peculiar phenomena. 

One morning at 3:10, as the eastbound passenger train 
was standing in front of the depot, he noticed the form of a man 
leaning against the northwest end of E.E. Holtson's coal bins, 
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across the alley from the lumber yard. Mr. Plummer was 
standing on the concrete slab in front of the R-B Oil Co. 
Station. He never thought but that it was a railroad bum, 
waiting for the train to start moving so that he could hop the 
train unmolested and ride "the blinds" to the next town, where 
he would probably again dismount and wait for the train to 
start moving so that he would not be caught on it. To Mr. 
Plummer's surprise, when the train started moving the man 
(we'll call it a man for lack of a better discription) darted east 
around the coal bins as fast as he could run and continued his 
course on down the alley until the darkness finally enveloped 
him. 

Thinking this poor tactics for a bum to use in boarding a 
train, by running around the coal bins, he wondered if all bums 
used this type of system so he watched again as this train left 
town, this time from across the street south from where he had 
formerly witnessed the spectacle - about fifty yards from the 
coal bins. This time the same phenomena was repeated, except 
that the bum emerged from the west side of the bins and ran 
around them and down the alley. He said that he watched for 
several nights and finally became convinced that there was 
something "spooky" about it. He kept the information to himself 
because he knew he wouldn't like the idea of people calling him 
“bughouse", as he says they do now. 

One night, early last week, Bert "Slim" Winfrey was 
flagging traffic off the newly oiled No. 9 highway at the corner 
near the West End Garage when Mr. Plummer came along and 
asked him if he had ever seen a ghost. "Slim" replied that he 
hadn't and Mr. Plummer told him to watch the northwest end of 
the coal bins as the train left town and also told him just what 
would happen. As the train let town, "Slim" watched, and to his 
surprise, Mr. Plummer's information was correct. This is where 
Mr. Plummer made his serious mistake, because it was of his 
telling "Slim" of the phenomena that people are now calling him 
"bughouse". Mr. Winfrey knew that his own eyes would not 
betray him so he told a few fellows about it and cited Mr. 
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Plummer as proof of his story. 

The story has traveled from one person to another, until 
those who have witnessed the happening are even accused of 
insanity. 

To satisfy our own curiosity, we set the alarm for 2:45 
Wednesday morning, got up, dressed, and went to the corner 
near to the lumber yard, and in the company of six other 
people, including Mr. Plummer, watched the phenomena. 
Before we went, we had the idea that it was probably a 
reflection caused by the train, so being equipped with a three 
cell focusing flashlight, after the figure had passed from the 
light into the shadows in the alley, the flashlight was directed 
toward the figure, and sure enough, just as plain as in broad 
daylight, was the figure of a man, about five feet six inches tall, 
weighing approximately 140 pounds, and wearing sort of drab 
clothing, dashing down the alley as fast as he could run. 

Like most human beings who are told about things of this 
nature, we are skeptical as to just what the figure is, but our 
own eyes have never betrayed us on anything so plain; and 
until it is proven that this figure is not solid matter, we will still 
think it is a man. 

eek eke 
Thursday Morning 

All right! We're liars! We're drunkards! Or we're afflicted 
with insanity! But we still do not say that we saw nothing 
yesterday morning when we witnessed the spectacle. 

This morning when we arrived at the scene, about 75 
people were present and about a dozen of the "brave" men of the 
town were stationed at the corner of the coal bins, directly in 
the path of the figure. It is understood that these "brave" men 
had patrolled the vicinity for some time in an effort to ascertain 
just what it was and also to appear gallant in the eyes of the 
onlookers. As a result, it is our presumption that the man got 
his cue from their actions that he would be far better off if he 
didn't make his run and so did not show up. And, as a far more 
important result, the actions of these "brave" men made liars, 
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drunkards and fools out of we who have witnessed the 
spectacle--in the minds of the remainder of the crowd who were 
present to see it. 
But the fact that nothing was seen proves one thing to us. 
The phenomena is not a reflection of indirect light, as we 
thought it perhaps might be. And, we know that Mr. Plummer's 
idea of it being a ghost is in error, due to the fact that our child- 
hood Halloween stories say that ghosts are afraid of nothing. 
So, we come to the conclusion that it must be some lunatic or 
dope fiend whom the train attracts, then when he sees it start 
moving, he becomes frightened and also starts moving. 
Goff Advance, Tuesday, October 19, 1933 


SOME OF THE OTHER BUSINESSES 

The first livery barn in Goff was built by Taylor and Son, 
grandfather and father of Mary Powell, on the east side of Stahl 
Street about where the quonset now sets. It later burned down 
and was rebuilt. In 1909, J.F. Spenser advertised good rigs, fast 
horses and reasonable rates at the livery. It had different 
operators during its colorful history including Guy Talbot and 
H.A. Dorste in the early days. 

In 1909, V.J. Van Horn was General Trucking 
in the hay business in Goff and 
installed the first tow mill here. iteng matics Distanes 

In 1917, S.D. Morris became 
the agent in Goff for the Briscoe EVERY LOAD INSURED 
Car, the car with the "half million 
dollar motor". 

In the thirties, the Colliers, Walter Snodgrass 
Jack and Lucille, put on live Phone 36, Goff 
shows at the Family Theatre. They 
also put on shows at the Riverside Park on the west side of 
town. 
In March 1919, the Goff Building and Reality Association 
was organized. Since there was a shortage of housing in Goff 
after the poultry plant opened, they were organized to build new 


Your Business Solicited 
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homes in town. They were 


“THOMPSON capitalized at $10,000 and 
, | incorporated under Kansas laws. 
TRUCK LINE ' | They were a_ not-for-profit 
association. They went out of 
busines in 1929 offering the last 
. F house that they had built for sale. 
Local and Long-Distance John Hittle built an up-to- 

“Hauling date sawing vehicle. He had an 
Olds gasoline engine mounted on 
an old Overland chassis and also 
a buzz saw with a slide carrier. The rig pulled itself at eight 
miles an hour. There was no clutch between the engine and the 
driving wheels except a sliding belt running from the engine to 
a drive pulley. He slid the belt over to travel and back to the 
buzz saw to saw wood. He patented the saw rig as “The Missing 
Link" in 1929. 

The first corn to be shipped into Goff was a carload of No. 
2 Iowa corn in October, 1913. It sold for 80 to 82 cents per 
bushel. 

In 1913, Goff had one of the best small musical bands in 
the country. 

In 1917, Mrs. Fllora Holley opened a millinery and 
dressmaking establishment in 
Paper Hanging. the old bank building, corner of 
Third and Stahl Streets. She 
‘and. ‘ | opened a ready-to-wear and style 


Interior Decorating 


“at - reasonable Prices. ' 


‘HOWARD "THOMPSON ° 


Phone 109, Goff 


GENERAL TRUCKING! 


Satisfactory trucking service at all 
times with ton and a half truck. Rea- 
sonable prices. 


Hartford Insurance 


Paper’ as iowa as 96" a roll. 


R. P. BRAMMER 


Phone 31 or 37 


7 t. Wolestt 
“Goff. 


shop one block north of there. She sold out in March 1918 and 
closed up. 

In 1925, the Sturgus Fashion Shop opened in the Berridge 
building a half block north of the First National Bank. Then in 
July they moved into rooms in the Commercial Hotel. This 
busines didn't last very long. 

In September 1915, Paul Smith opened the Goff Electric 
Company. He sold fixtures, lamps and small appliances. Then 
in December the Jacob Brothers opened an electric shop in Goff 
and did electric wiring. Neither of these businesses lasted very 
long as they came in when Goff got electricity. 

There were many other businesses of all kinds that came 
and went in Goff over the years of which I do not have enough 
information on to mention. 


THE FAIRVIEW CEMETERY 

The Fairview Cemetery was 
started in the early days on the 
grounds of the Fairview 
Schoolhouse and was named after 
that school. This was before Goff 
came into existence. The 
schoolhouse was located on a 
spot that would be on about the 
center of the cemetery. The school 
building was moved in the late 
1890's to a new location one mile 
west. 

The following article | 
appeared in the February 15, | — - 
1940 edition of the Goff Advance | 
newspaper and was written by aiens Pht asrdaadt os 
Mrs. Flora Walker, who was a the cemetery is located. It was 


teacher in the Fairvew School in moved a mile west in ~ Wee pes 
cemetery was named after this 

about 1890: school. Pictured is Mrs. Sarah 

Wiggins, taken in the 1940's. 


| 
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Just Some Graves on a Hillside 

Many years ago, when I was quite a young girl, I taught 
school in a country district a few miles from a village. The white 
wooden structure faced the east and the view from this 
direction on an early winter morning when the sun was 
shooting long, level rays of gold over the prairie, or in the 
springtime, when the slopes were slowly being clothed with 
velvety verdue, was enchanting. On the south of the 
schoolhouse ran the public road. 

The building was of the conventional design: longitudinal, 
with a row of windows along either side, a wide door at the 
front, opening from a small unrailed porch, from which three 
steps descended to the walk. On the top of the roof in the front 
towered, what seemed to us then, an imposing belfry tenanted 
by a cracked, incapacitated bell. 

But the silent feature of the surroundings was the 
cemetery, back of the schoolhouse grounds. Often in the 
country, a cemetery is found in conjunction with a church, but 
seldom adjacent to a schoolhouse. But here on this hill, gently 
sloping backward, reposed a score or more of sleepers, their 
graves placed in rows with mathematical precision, their white 
marble tombstones almost identical, as if the apparent good 
taste of the friends of the first tenant had been copied by each 
of the friends of the others. 

When I first saw this cemetery, I do not remember that it 
aroused in my mind any sensation except that of a mild 
curiosity. Life was very real then and death seemed so far off as 
to be but a disagreeable myth. I say disagreeable, but I do not 
think it was even that. For I believe at that time of youth and 
superabundant vitality, when there was little danger of death 
putting in an appearance, the thought of it aroused in me 
rather agreeable sensations. To be sure I loved life but the 
thought of going away, if one were compelled to go, when 
young, and shall I say beautiful?, and when all the world would 
be terribly sorry, did not seem so bad. 

I am sure that the children, too had no dread of the graves 
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on the hillside. The graves were there. Some of them had been 
there ever since they could remember, and they simply accepted 
them as matter of fact. They did not avoid the unfenced space, 
neither were they unduly familiar. In the springtime, I have 
seen the little girls walking arm in arm, or skipping there 
among the graves, gathering violets that grew in clumps under 
the willows and cottonwoods. But they did not linger there. 
They never took their books and sat there under the shade to 
con their lessons. At times when the boys were playing truant 
ball, as if bent on a voyage of discover, would escape the usual 
bounds of space, and, soaring high, would alight mysteriously 
on sacred ground. Then I would hear one of the boys call, "Hey 
Bob" or "Hey Harry, it lit over there among the ‘deaders'!" Soon 
swift boyish feet would spurn the ground under them, an 
bounding through the tall grass of summer, startle the quail 
from her covert, as the runner threw himself upon the ball 
imbedded against the headstone that read, "Mary Jane, beloved 
daughter of Henry and Mary Smith,” etc. 

When winter came I used to look out of the schoolhouse 
and see the flakes of snow falling, swifty and silently on the 
graves. No where else had ever seemed so beautiful. Even to my 
sense then it seemed the symbol of peace and purity, covering 
with its white healing mantle the scars of earth. 

Several years ago, I visited again the graves on the hillside. 
The graves had been many times multiplied and the spot much 
beautified. 

Mowed lots, radiant with flowers and shrubs are not 
forgotten. But the great change is the absence of the 
schoolhouse. It has been moved to another location. 

But now the place excites in my mind something more 
than a mild curiosity. For many friends repose here now, among 
them a former pupil -- a gay young romancer, with stardust in 
his eyes. In a sacred corner the willows sweep over two precious 
mounds beneath which lie those beloved guardians of my 
childhood and youth - my father and mother. 

I wondered if the red birds and robins sang as tunefully 
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above their resting place as they used to sing above the 
neglected graves some years ago, when a certain young girl, the 
apple of her parents eyes, used sometimes to wander there. 
Here is the spot, christened by childish laughter and robbed, in 
a measure of gloom, by the song and jest of youthful voices, I 
would have them, my beloved, rest--here in Gods acre--here 
among the graves on the hillside. 

Mrs. Flora Walker, Goff Advance, Feb. 15, 1940 

Mrs. Walker's parents were Mr. and Mrs. Morgan Brownlee 
and are buried on the third lot north of the west gate of the 
cemetery next to the present west road. 

According to cemetery records, some of the first to be 
buried there were, a Mr. Burr, Mrs. Leavit, and H.F. Holt. Two 
of the early ones were Gilbert Gates, March 21, 1872, and 
Lodusky Gates, January 21, 1876. 

In May 1916, the cemetery_board hired Chester Sourk as 
sexton. They advertised that for the small sum of one dollar per 
year, to be paid by the individual lot owners, he kept the lot 
mowed and the graves filled. Then in 1919, a new ornamental 
fence was added around the cemetery. 

One of the many veterans buried there is Oberlin Levick 
of the War of 1812. There is a monument erected for Arlington 
Heald, who was killed in action in the first World War, but he is 
actually buried in France. This is where the American Legion 
conducts its memorial service. 

On October 31, 1926, the "Fairview Cemetery Association" 
was organized. This entitled them to a mill levy in a cemetery 
district to raise the money for the care and maintenance of the 
cemetery. This is the manner which it is still operated today. 


A news item, in keeping with the season and the story of 
nativity, is the recent establishment of a “Babyland" on the C.S. 
Goodrich family lot in the Goff Fairview Cemetery. "Mr. and 
Mrs. Goodrich formulated the idea a year or two, patterned 
after the Los Angeles famous Forest Lawn. Mr. Goodrich’s death 
during the year in no way changed the plan and their son, 
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Harvard, is planning the large ‘Fairyland in memory of 
Elizabeth Goodrich’, a marker to erect on the plot. The 
Goodrich's lost the baby daughter a number of years ago, and 
the lonely little grave in the 27 x 20 lot probably gave them the 
idea. There is room for 24 baby graves on the plot set aside for 
Babyland. This lot is free to anyone who has the misfortune to 
lose an infant and cares to use it. 

Mr. and Mrs. Roy Bell were the first to make use of the 
plot, when they lost their little baby daughter, Cynthia Sue, last 
October. The marker at the grave is identical to the one of 
Elizabeth's in the adjoining 10 x 20 Goodrich family lot, and the 
future ones will be the same. (Courier-Tribune) 


Cynthia Sue Bell was buried on October 
east . a : 


24, 1955. 


Fairyland, taken in 1990 


WORLD WAR I 

In March 1917, the United States entered into World War I, 
the war to end all wars. The sheriff, county clerk and county 
physician were the registration and draft board under the new 
army bill. The first young man to answer the call and volunteer 
from Goff was James Worcester, Jr. 

Then in May a fund was started to purchased a large 
edition of "Old Glory". It was raised on June 5 on the flag pole 
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of the city bell tower and raised each morning until the end of 
the war. The flag was 12 x 18 feet. On June 7, there were 
seventy young men between the ages of 21 and 31 who 
registered at the Goff precinct for the draft. In 1918, the 
Lutheran Church, north of Goff, who held services at the Maple 
Shade Schoolhouse discontinued the use of the German language 


: = = =F 
Band at the Victory celebration after World War I showing Dr. Corwin’s house and 
the ald State Bank Building. 


Victory celebration after World War I showing the Electric Theatre, present City Hall 
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in their sermons and services. This was due to the fact that the 
United States was at war with Germany and there were some ill 
feelings toward using the German language in this country. In 
1919, the first Memorial Service was held at the Fairview 
Cemetery for the fallen servicemen. On November 11, 1919, 
Armistice day was properly observed at the Electric Theatre. 
The war had ended a year earlier. 


SOME ITEMS OF INTEREST 

In 1881, there were sixty pupils enrolled in the Maple 
Shade School about four miles north of Goff. 

The Ford Motor Co. was organized June 16, 1903 with a 
capitol of one hundred thousand dollars and only twenty eight 
thousand in cash. 

The country northeast of Goff was known as "The 
Amaroogee", The Goff territory was called "Pucker Brush", 

Bancroft was called "Shotgun" for many years getting the 
name from an incident that happened during the building of the 
North Western railroad. 

In 1912, 19,460 hogs died in Nemaha County, mostly due 
to Cholera. 

In June 1913, Goff market prices were: corn 53¢, wheat 


cadciR Ma ce 
Hittle Brothers, 1906. John, Bob, Charley, Jess and Frank (not in order). 
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JUNK RALLY 
For GOFF 


and vicinity 


F NATIONAL SCRAP HARVEST 
Starts 
SAT. Sept. 5 
At 


GOFF 


Junk helps make guns, 
tanks, ships for our 
fighting men...°... 
Bring in anything made 
of metal or rubber... 
Get paid for it on the spot 


=f 
JUNK MAKES FIGHTING WEAPONS 
s ae One te il rode 
apse ended er 30m 
i Hight carbines. | 


‘One old plow si Nl ee — 
ake ong hundted E-ee, 


Bring your family 
Spend the day 
Meet your friends 


SD BE 6606 
Let’s Jolt them with Junk 
ibaa AE weg MUAY 
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Charges Batteries 
Instantly 


If your battery is run down 
we charge it instantly by 
simply pouring in 
Lightning the New 
Electrolyte 


This wonderful new inven- 
tion eliminates. all battery 
troubles caused by’ Sul- 


phuric Acid,which destroys 
your battery by eating 
away the plates. 

It is not necessary to rent 
a battery while yours is 
recharging. 

Do not throw away your old 
battery. Bring it to me, 
Nearest Service Station. 


Leonard Powell 
Phone 308B. 


80¢, oats 35¢, fat cattle 8¢, hogs 
8.10¢, hens 12¢, old roosters 
5'/2¢, springs 19¢, ducks 10¢, 
geese 5¢, cream 25¢, eggs 14¢. 

In 1913, there were 402 
license tags sold in Nemaha 
County and 28,000 in the State 
of Kansas. 

The cornerstone was laid for 
the Catholic Church in Kelly on 
Sunday, October 19, 1913. 
Dedication was on October 15, 
1915. 

The 1879 Legislature of 
Kansas passed and submitted to 
the people of Kansas a joint 
resolution providing for an 
amendment to the constitution 
by supplementing article 10 with 
a 10th section as follows: "The 
manufacture and sale of 
intoxincating liquors shall be 


Fourth of July parade in the early days. 
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July 4, 1988 Parade. Pictured are Alvin Bell, Donald Henry, Roy Bell and Leo 
Wessel. 

forever prohibited in this state, except for medical, scientific 
and mechanical purposes." The amendment was voted on on 
November 2, 1880 and carried by a majority of 7,998 votes. On 
February 19, 1881, the legislature passed laws implementing 
the prohibition and Kansas became a dry state. The 
reinforcement of the law really began about 1907. 

(The above was taken from Kansas History 1912, by Frank W. 


25 fee == The Only Appearance in This Section All Season: People 25 


~ North Bros. "ras" Ted North Players 
* Goff, Kas., sents Monday, July 23 


BIG MATINEE WEDNESDAY AFTERNOON 


". Don’t Fail to Seb the Big Show Opening Night. All New Plays. 
All New Vaudeville. Every Performance Different! ~ 
Featuring SPORT NORTH, TED NORTH and MARIE PETERS 


As mi VAUDEVILLE ACTS Each Show Besides the Play! 
TED NORTH Opening Play--"THE MAN WORTH WHILE” 
In a Big - ss - 
Includ 


ds North of H Ks 
Waterproof Pe P&E plant PYICESonilaren| OCAdults5 OCingtax 
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Blackmar) 

On July 1, 1919, a national prohibition took effect. 

On February 1917, the Aurora School, four miles northeast 
of Goff, burned to the ground due to an overheated stove. 
School was held in a nearby empty farmhouse until a new 
school was built. Then it was hit by lightning in 1918 and 
burned again. It was rebuilt again and in August 1919 it was 
hit by lightning again, but never burned this time. 

In 1917, a new Morning Star schoolhouse was built. This 
school was known as the "Porter" school after a family by that 
name. It was located one mile north and four east of Goff. This 
was the school that I attended in grade school. 

1920 Ford prices were: Touring car without starter, 
$512.12; Touring car with starter $585.01; Runabut $465.26; 
Runabout with starter $538.15; Sedan $881.76; Coupe 
$819.29. 

1924 Ford prices were: $295.00 starter and dismountable 
rims $85.00 extra, Steel body pick up $490.00; Runabout 
$265.00 

The first radio market news, courtesy of Leonard Powell, 
were put out in Goff on April 20, 1922. 

A sewing room opened in Goff in November 1935 under the 
W.P.A. Mrs. Zella Rice was the foreman. They sewed clothing for 
the needy. It was located just east of the bank. 

The first of March 1933, corn prices were ten and twelve 
cents per bushel. 

President Roosevelt declared a bank holiday in March 1933 
and all banks were closed for a week. This was to give banks 
time to obtain a supply of currency to cover the many 
withdrawls that were occurring during the depression. 

The average wages in Kansas in 1937 were $702. 

In 1938, hybrid seed corn was introduced to the farmers of 
Kansas. 

The census records show the population in Harrison 
Township in 1880 to be 559 and in 1890, 970. This included 
the towns in the township. 


-150- 


Working on the roads 


The Goff Advance, Goff, Kansas 


Early English 
Goff Colony 


(By John T, Bristow, Wetmora) 

Avhalf century or more ago England 
got rid of some of her surplus inhab- 
{tants by sending them over to this 
country to “root, hog, or die” as the 
old saying is. The drifted in here 
“like lost leaves from the annals of 
men.” Colonies were planted in num- 
erous sections of Kansas. Nemaha 
county, with her great sweep of va, 
cant rolling green prairies, inviting, 
beckoning, snared one of those colon- 
ics. The site selected was near Wet- 
more, 

The settlement known as ‘the old 
English colony was on section 25 in 
Harrison township, five miles north- 
west of Wetmore. The section was pur- 
chased from the Union Pacific rail- 
road company, by the Co-operative 
Cclonization’ Company of London, 
about 1870, 

The London colonization company 
had about 600 members, They drew 
lots to determine who would be the 
lucky—or unlucky—ones to come over 
first, expenses paid. 


John Fuller, John Mo!ineaux, George 
Dutch, John Radford, Charlies McCar- 
thy and John Stowell were the original 
six to conter upon the duties of con- 
quering this Jand—virgin wild land it 
vas. Excepting John stowell, a'l these 
men had families, but they did not all 
bring their families over at first. 

Llewellyn Castle 

An eight-room house was built in 
the middle of the section and all man 
aged to live in it for a whils. It was 
galled Llewclllyn Castle. Later, lean- 
tos were bui‘t on two sides of the big 
ouse, and finally, some smaller 
buildings were erected around the or- 
iginal houss, The men were supplied 
meagerly with funds to equip the farm. 

The idea of the company at first 
‘vas to make a town in the cantor of 
the section, and cut the land up into 
10-acre tracts. They seemed to think 
-hat ten acres would make a respact- 
wle sized farm. The town of Goff, a 
mile and a half away, got started and 
the colony town project was abandon- 
id, Also the 10 acre farm projoct was 
chang7d to 40 acres, 

The lumber for the improvements 
was unloaded at Sother, a siding on 
‘he railroad a mile and a half south of 
che Colony section. There was a 
dostcffice at old Sother. Nothing else. 
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Not even a station agent. : 

Later arrivels of.the colonists includ- 
ed Wessels, Bezbys, Perrys, Coxes, 
Ashtons, Trents, McConweils, Gates, 
Wouw¥ens, Conovers, Hyils, Westons, 


Mays, Helsbys, Mrs. Terbit, Mrs. 
Weeks, possibly cthers. Stil later 
gthzr members of the Colonization 


empany came over after the company 
iad ceased to ‘exist—gone bankrupt, 
jt was charged, because of the ex 
eravagant management of the nonpro- 
cing misfits sent over here to 
start operations. 

At this late date it could not be as- 
certained just what was the text of 
-he contrects between the parent com- 
Qany and the members sent over here. 
But the impression is that if all had 
Zone well additional lands would have 
Yeen acquired to accommodate ‘other 
wmembers. The members, however, 
cept on coming, regardless of the lack 
of advance preparation. 

They scattered out on other lands, 
mostly around the Colony—usually 
{0-acre tracts. They were miserably 
joor. And the privations were many. 
Mrs. Terbit, having no means of con- 
‘veyance, used to walk all the way in 
rom'the Colony and carry home on‘her 
thou‘cer a 50-pound sack of flour. 
‘saac May settled on the 40-acre tract 
one mile south of Wetmore, which is 
now the home of George W. Gill. He 
lived in a. dug-out. 

Doomed to Fallure 

The Colony project was‘'a glorious 
and ignominous failure from the very 
first, with romance and intrigue: ever 
in the ascendancy. * Those poor Eng- 
lishmen were as green as the verdant 
prairies in ‘springtime .which lay all 
about them: - And the inexortabte hand 
of Fate pressed down upon them heav- 
ily. They were besieged by droughts, 
grasshoppers, prairie fires, . blizzards, 
rattlesnakes~and, worst of all, an 
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abiding ignorance of all things Amer- 
ican. . 

Those poor misfits had not.had a 
chance. And it was little short of 
criminal to send them over here ‘so 
empty handed and so ily equipp-d. for 
the duties imposed upon them. But 
they were now all a part of.the big 
sun-f!'led golden west. And they were 
too poor to go back. 

Many are the causes ‘advanced for 
the downfall of the Colony -project, 
but the one cause on which all seem to 
be unanamcus more or less {s that 
“They were a bunch of rascals.” This 
is probably an error, or partly so, at 
least. . 

Internal friction with a very shady 
but treeless background undoubtedly 
piayed its part. But I would rather 
suspect that the main causé was ig- 
Norance, or to put it more kindiy, a 
lack of knowlcedge.. Tom Fish, our 
faithful mixer of British-American 
jurisprudence—three ‘times. Justice of 
the Peach—hacks'me up in this con- 
tention. .Says Tommy,’ “They . just 
didn’t knower anythink about fahmin.” 
Our Tom attended their meetings back 
in London at the Newman street-Mar- 
ket street headquarters. 

But be the facts what they might, 
and admitting that there were among 
them no. replicas of the men. who 
walked along the Calilean shor2s two 
thousand years ago, still I do subscribe 
to the cormmon belief that those Col- 
onists were all rascals. 

Had they succseded, handicapped 
as they were, it would have been a 
miracle, “and only in anctent histo y 
do nifracies spring fullblown from 
beginnings of nothings. A condition 
soon developed among the Colonists on 
section 25 where it was “every fellow 
for himself and the devil take the hind- 
most.” True, there was a lot of poor 
management’ and some shady, if not 


to say crooked, transactions, And it 
appears cne man did rather “Lord” it 
over the others—took the lion’s share 
of everything. 

.Postholes A Dollar Each 

George Gox, a carpenter,—they were 
practically ali tradesmen—was sent to 
superintend fencing the Colony lands. 
And, very much to the merriment of 
the natives, he did that fencing in the 
dead of winter when the ground was 
troz:n. Tho pcetholes he ‘and “his 
countrymen dug that winter cost the 
Company one dollar each, Such froz- 
2n assets were, of cours2, conductive 
.0 the downfa!l of the Company. 

But George Cox was not the fool 
that his icebound fence would brand 
him. The real fault was on the other 
3ide of the big pond. The company 
sent Cox over here in mid-winter to 
build a fence. He was without funds. 
The larder at Llewellyn Castle was 
jév. And his brother Englishmen 
needed immediate succor: There was 
money for George Cox orly: when he 
worked. And he conldn’t xfford to put 
in all his time that blizzardy snow- 
bound winter hanging onto the cont- 
wll of one of his’ br ther countrymen 
while ths bunch of them played ring- 
around-the-stove in that old Colony 
House to iceep from tycezing, as ire once 
told me they were compelled to do. 
So, then, what was really wrong with 
George's congealed fence idea 

_ Like other Englishmen, after coming 
here, George Cox had a lot to learn, 
of course.. He ‘was complaintant in a 
iawsuit involving the ownership of a 
zow. John J. Ingalls was attorney for 
Theodore ,Wolfley, the defendant. The 
iNustrous John J, queried, “What col- 
or was your cow, Mr. Cox” “Bay,” 
said George. The court laughed and 
toid Mr. Cox to try again. “Well,” 
Said George, “I ‘ave ‘a bay ‘orze and 
ny cow's the same color of the bay 


’orse.” 
The Jovial Mr. Murray 

‘fhen, from over the seas, came the 
‘ovial Mr. Murray, clothed in authority 
“nd a superabundance of ego—English 
to the core. He had been sent over 
iere to.make an audit of the Com- 
sany's estate.’ Murray stopped first 
at' Wetmore and partook freely of 
‘Shony Clifton’s ““alf-and-alf.”. He 
vas a free spender and made friends 
lere readily. 

In pursuance of his duties, Mr. Mur- 
vay said to those Colony delinquents, 
‘Wot's the jolly. old idea-of all this 
seticence? . Hit’s’ most happallin! I 
vant to see the books, by jove!” 

One of those derelicts exclaimed with 
a, little more mirth than was becom- 
ing, “I si, just listen to ‘im fellows! 
Nants to see the books, ‘e does! 
That's rich! Si, mister, we don’t keep 
‘enny books!” 

Then in unison they shot words at 
Mir. Murray which were the same as 
‘You get the hell out of hera!” .Mur- 
say demurred. And, not having read 
che storm signals quite right, he bel- 
Jowed, ‘“’Ave a care! Want, that I shou'a 
ceport you for this hinsolence?  Hit's 

«very hunwise for you to, hact, this 
way." " : 

But when’ the old shotgun was 
brought from its hiding place an awful 
doubt of his own wisdom assailed the 
jovial Mr. Murray. Those true sons of 
Briton actually, chased the auditor 
away with a shotgun. 

-‘In employing the hit-and-miss Eng. 
-ish words here I am relaying them to 
you as best I can from memory as I 
caught thom from one, maybe two,.of 
the’ original six, ‘many, many -years 
ago. The quoted words are not my 
own. I make no inventions. If you 
coud have known the men and coulu 
apply either the Stowell or Radfora 
Pronunciation and accent you would 
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improve it a lot. And don’t forget to 
3peed' up a. little. 

There are now few of the old-time 
typical English with us. And the lan- 
guage of those Who came a long time 
ago has been Americanized to such 
extent that the younger generation 
here have no conception of just how 
delightfully funny was the talk of a 
fresh Englishman. However, pome! 
cf those who came. over as children 
and even some of the American-born 
who had good tutors retain a percent- 
age of the pronunciation but the in- 
flection and speed which characteriz- 
ed their ancestors have been lost. 


To Be Continued 


Early English 
Goff Colony 


. Editor's Note—This is a continuance, 


of the article under the same heading 
In the issue of two weeks ago—Oct. 
'297-written by John T. Bristow of 
Wetmore. Due to a lack of apace, 


we were unable to continue this articla: 


last week. 


Capt. Wilson of London 

After the collapse of the Colony en- 
terprise the unallotted part of sec: 
tion 25 fell into the hands of Captain 
‘Wilson of London. He was an officer 
in the Company. Later, Captain Wil- 
son's interest was acquired by William 
Fish, also of London, and a.member of 
the Company. In England, “William 
Fish was superintendent of the Great 
Northern raf:road. He came over here 
in 1881. He was a pensioner, and did 
not renounce. his allegiance to ‘the 
Crown. 
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Captain Wilson evidently thought a 
lot of the Colony scheme. He was to 
have given, at death, to the first male 
child born on the section, his ‘entire 
fortune. That honor fell to Alfred 
Wilson Mollineaux, first son of John 
Molineaux, born in 1874. while con- 
versing with Alfred Molineaux a few. 
days ago, he said te me, “But since 
I didn't get me ‘eretage I’ve dropped 
the Wilson part of it. Wot would be 
the good to bother with it now?” 

The Molineaux heirs are the only 
descendents to hold an interest in 
section 25 in recent years. Alfred now 
owns the south eighty of the northwest 
quarter. Harry sold the north 80 two 
years ago to Otto Krock. Otto paid 
$6,000 for it, including the growing 
crop.. The old house on the place, 
built more than a half century ago, is 
the original John Molineux home. The 
other lands in-the section have long 
since passed to new owners. 


Only Two Colonists Left 


There are only two of the old colon- 
ists living. William Wessal, famillarly 
called “Teddy,” came over in 1873..He 
is 89 and lives with his daughter, Mrs. 
John Chase in Goff. William Conover 
lives with his.son, Edward, on a farm 
adjacent to the old Colony section. 
He ts 89. 


I took a drive about the old Colony 
section a few days ago seeking to re- 
fresh my memory and gather addition- 
al data for this article. At Goff, I 
found Teddy Wessel in the Sourk drug 
store. Still living over the: broken 
dreams of the past, Teddy exploded, 
firstoff, “They were a bunch of 
damned rascals.” 

In course of the interview I ‘asked 
Teddy if*he knew anything about a 
racy romance at Llewellyn Castle 
Many years ago.: “I should say I do,” 
he said. He had a momentary flash 


of it. That was all. Then his mind 
began to fag. Laborousty, tantalizing- 
ly, the tired feelers of his mind went 
fumbling into the dark pool of the 
past, trying desparately to capture the 
lost details, but the whole works went 
under—ebbed away like a fadeout ina 
_ Movie, 

George Sourk, who was sitting by 
and coaching the old fellow a bit, said, 
“You'll have to give daddy 4 little time. 
John, he'll remember it, all right.”. | 

Teddy swam up out of it all right 
and sure enough recollections were up- 
on him with a bang. But the main 
topic was still submerged and in its 
place was an ugly memory that shou'd 
have been dead long ago. “They were 
damned rascals,” is all he said. 

It is assumed that my very fine old 
friend’s poisoned arrow was aimed at 
the shades of the original’ six, or, at 
most, only those who ‘had the actual 
“management of the colony affairs. 

A happy— and 1 ‘believe equitable 
solution to the matter would allow the 
reader who had a friend or relative 
among them the ‘privilege of exempt- 
ing such one, and thus still leave Ted- 
dy-some. targets for his arrow. 


John Stowell 

‘For my own part:I think I.wou'd 
like to exempt that little 19-year old 
boy, John.Stowelf. In later years, af- 
ter he.had come to Wetmore and en- 
gaged in business, I worked for him 
in his lumber yard, and in his brick 
manufacturing plant. and finally as 
typesetter on his newspaper. He was 
not a crook, 

Teddy Wessel's run of hard luck 
started before he. left London. It seems 
he bought something—or ,thonght he 
had paid for something he didn’t get. 
But Teddy ‘can thank his stars that 


there was at least one crooked coun- 
tryman in his close circle. Teddy 
trusted a ‘friend to purchase first class 
Passage for himself and family. The 
friend? bought . cheaper tickets on a 
slower ship and pocketed the differ- 
ance. The fast ship passed the slower 
one in: mid-ocean and was lost, togeth- 
er with all on board, when one day out, 
from New York.’ 


A Pioneer Mall Carrler 

1 grew up along with ‘those bally 
English and I- think I knew them pret- 
ty well. They were not all morons. 
The Colony.-section was only five miles 
away from Wetmore as the crow flies. 
And.as the crow,flew so then did I gat- 
iop my mustang along the prairie gras $ 
lane between’ Wetmore -and Seneca, 
dasging Llewellyn, Castle on the way. 

There were few fences in the way 
then. Just prairié grass and wild ros- 
@s and.more prairie grass. And lots 
of prairie chick:ns. I have se2n acres 
and acres of them at one time on the 
hillsides in the vicinity of Llewel!yn 
Castle. 

There was no blue grass then. And 
no timber along the route anywhere 
antil the Nemfha was reached just 
this side of Seneca at the old Haz- 
zard place. 

And later, in 1887, when I. was:a 
zompositor on T. J, Wolfley’s Seneca 
Cribune and made drives home with 
3andy. Sterling’s livery team, practic 
ily all of. the. twenty-six miles of 
voad was still only a; winding trail.- 

Willis J. Cqburn, the contractor for 
shat Star mail.route went with: me on 
she first trip. He.took me to the home 
of his old friend, John Radford, who 
vad then left the Colony and was hv- 
ng on the old Scrafford place adjoin- 
ng Seneca on the south. I put up with 
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Old Radidad”, as we always called 
um, when he came to live in Wet- 
nor2, for about a month, and. while 
hey treated me kindly, I didn’t like 
thelr English ways. 

And when.] announced my inten- 
‘ons of throwing up my job Willis ‘Co. 
>urn said I-shou'd then put up‘at the 
did Fairchild Hotel, which was on a 
side street north from the upper end 
w% main street. It was a stone build- 
ng. Besidse being immaculately 
clean, the Fairchilds were related to 
she Jay Powers family in Wetmore 
ind that made a bond between us that 
‘1eld for the duration of my mail carry- 
‘ng. activities, There were two stops 
on the way—one in the -Abbey neigh- 
Dorhood, and one ‘at’ Old Lincéln. 

As compensation for my services as 
mail-carrier, I was paid 50c each day, 
ap one day ahd back the next—twice 
1 week.’ ‘And'I was glad to get that. 
Dur mail carriers here in “Wetmore, 
sovering equal distance, with only two 
hours on -the-road, draw about seven 
dollars a day. , 

When Wiflis Coburn offered me the 
Job I was more than a year short of the 
requined: age, 16, and: I was.wondering 
how I could get by without swearing 
to a He, when our good old postmaster, 
Alvin. McCreery, solved. the problem 
for me. When he swore me in he said, 
“Now don't ‘tell your age.” He-shook 
ais head,. négatively,, and ~ repeated, 
“Don’t tell me your age.” - 

. At. the Radford home in Seneca I 
learned ,enough about the old Colony 
to make a book, but much of it is now 
shrouded in:a,fog of haze. On the oc? 
casion of our first trip, Mr. Radford 
and Mr: Coburn discussed Colony mat- 
ters freely in my presence. It was 
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July. And it was out on the border of 

a-big. orchard-‘which' éanie Tight-up to 
the back door, in the shade of an ear- 
ly. harvest apple tree, where they sat 
and, talked. 

I have to admit :hat at the timy I 
was more inter:stei in the go den 
fruit hanging on the appl: tree than I 
was in the conve:yation, but .I ‘got 
enough of it to kav ¥ that there woutn 
be a good story m it if I could but re- 
member more ciearty Mr. Radford’s 
agile mind grouni out astonishng 
facts as steadily 1s a grist mil! that af- 
ternoon: Whatever else may be said 
of John Radford, he was an educated 
man and he had a wonderful sense of 
humor. : 


A Faded Romance 

As I remember it, or partly ‘remem- 
ber it, the high’ light ofthe after- 
noon’s conversation—the thing” that 
tickled the men most—was a_ racy 
romance that had budded, bloomed anu 
died at Llewellyn Castle. But ‘some- 
where along the time-worn trail. be- 
tween that old apple tree and. my 
Present quarters, separated ‘by three 
and 60 years, the detai's of that affair 
are lost. And, like the characters who 
made it, that romance has crumbled to 
dust—is now part of the past. 

But the phantom of the bally old 
thing, elusive though as a half-formed 
thought awakened by a stray wisp of 
forgotten. fragrance, still‘ hover over 
section 25. And if memory were but 
a trifle more elastic I could entertain 
you with something more, than the 
tattered threads of Llewellyn Castle's 
most charming romance—a jolly old 
love-spree staged and destroyed by 
the heartless hand of Fate. 


GRAND ARMY OF THE REPUBLIC 

On January 14, 1887, a G.A.R., Grand Army of the 
Republic, post was established. "Let 'em come" was expressed. 
It was known as the Chester A. Arthur Post #441 and the hall 
was located just east of the present First National Bank. A ball 
was held there in 1890. The I.0.0.F. later had the building and 
various businesses were later located there. The G.A.R. sign 
was taken down in June 1924, and the building was torn down 
in 1955. 

The Women's Relief Corp. was the women's auxiliary 
organization of the G.A.R. Since the Civil War until after World 
War I, they did more to keep patriotism alive than any other 
organization. 


INDEPENDENT ORDER OF ODD FELLOWS 

The Goff Lodge No. 377 of the Independent Order of Odd 
Fellows was organized on August 9, 1890 and obtained their 
charter from the Grand Lodge on November sixth of the same 
year. They held their meetings in the second story of the G.A.R. 
hall just east of the bank. The lodge bought the building in 
1904 and sold it in 1919. They then bought the Powell one- 
story brick theatre building, present City Hall buidling, and 
planned to add a second floor for a modern lodge hall. In April 
1923, the lodge hosted the 1.0.0.F. roundup that marked the 
104th anniversary of the Lodge. In spite of muddy roads, there 
were ninety-eight visiting members and forty-one local 
members, twenty-four visiting Rebekahs and thirty local 
members who attended. In 1926, the I.0.0.F. lodge here had 
ninety-nine members. 

In 1929, after the Electric Theatre moved to the Ingalls 
building, they remodeled the hall with anterooms in the front 
and wainscoating four feet high around the whole room. They 
moved into this building in March 1929. They then started work 
on excavating the basement. They completed the banquet room 
in the basement and dedicated it in August 1930. They invited 
the Rebekahs, Masons, Easter Star, Woodmen, Royal 
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Neighbors, SBA's, American Legion and all other organizations 
who used or had used their buildings. They also extended an 
invitation to everyone to attend the big supper they served. 

In 1939 the hall was sold to the city for $1500 (see City 
Hall and their meetings were moved to the building just to the 
north. They surrendered their charter on March 27, 1964 and 
closed the lodge. 


COMMERCIAL CLUB 

On September 3, 1917, a Goff Commercial Club was 
organized with sixty men present. The old idea of club 
membership stopping at the city limits was ended. Every farmer 
in a trade radius of Goff as well as every man in town were 
urged to belong. At a meeting in 1918 it is reported that one 
hundred fifty attended. 

A Chamber of Commerce was organized at the schoolhouse 
on January 21, 1924. E.E. Holston was elected president, Rev. 
Charles E. Henry secretary. It was hoped that the old Trenton, 
Missouri idea of extending the membership and interest of this 
body to farm and town alike could be carried out. 

I have been unable to uncover what happened to these 
clubs except that maybe it was because they consisted of only 
men. 

Then the Goff business people organized the Commercial 
Club at a meeting on August 29, 1933. (This is the Comercial 
Club that is still active in town today.) It was made permanent 
to be known as "The Goff Commercial Club". They met to make 
plans for free shows and wound up organizing the club. The 
purpose of this organization was to work for the interests of 
everyone in this trade territory and the membership rolls were 
open to every person interestd in the welfare of Goff and the 
community. They started with forty-five members and on 
February 11, 1934, there were one hundred ten who attended 
the meeting at the Odd Fellow's hall. They presently meet in the 
basement or downstairs of the City Hall. 


THE AMERICAN LEGION 

Post 316 of the American Legion was organized at a 
meeting on February 6, 1921 at the Theatre in Goff. They were 
presented a charter dated March 22, 1922. As a fitting and 
worthy tribute to the two buddies who met death in action and 
now sleep in the flowered fields of France, the unit will always 
be known as the "Heald-Thieme Post of the American Legion". 
Arlington A. Heald was officially reported killed in action on 
November 5, 1918 and Eitel F. Thieme, in the same regiment, 
was reported killed in Action on November 1, 1918. Then at 
2:20 p.m. on September 15, 1921, the last remains of Eitel F. 
Thieme were laid to rest in beautiful Arlington National 
Cemetery in Virginia. A marker was placed in the cemetery for 
Heald, who is buried in France. 

Officers elected were: Post Commander Donald McConnell, 
Vice Commander Herman E. Henery, Adjustant Howard Franks, 
Finance Officer J. Corwin Webster, Historian W.C. Jessee and 
Master at Arms Harvey Mayer. There were twenty-five men who 
attended the meetings and their meetings were held in the 
1.0.0. F. hall. Then in September 1928, the post purchased 
nine lots from Mrs. Emma Cobb for the purpose of making a 
city park. They built fire places, installed picnic tables and had 
a well and had a x 
nice park. Then 
in about 1948 or | 
1949, they pur- — 
chased the old 
Lone Pine School- 
house about 2 
miles west of Goff 
on the highway. 
They moved it to 


The present Heald- 
Thieme Post of the 
American Legion i: 
shown at the right 


the park for a Legion hall. They held their meetings there until 
February 1972 when they purchased the old Post Office 
building downtown on the north side of the highway and moved 
there. Since then they have remodeled the building by putting 
in rest rooms and a kitchen. They put in a new suspended 
ceiling and later replaced the old flat roof with a gable type roof. 

The first military funeral held in Goff was largely attended 
and was an impressive and fitting ceremony to the memory of 
one who gave his life to his country. The remains of Private 
William F. Summers, Co. G, 64th Infantry, who was killed in 
action in France on October 22, 1918, were placed in their final 
resting place in the Fairview Cemetery Sunday, July 3, 1921 at 
three o'clock. 

The Legion members and friends assembled at the home 
where a short prayer was given by Rev. Charles Richard, who 
was appointed the Post Chaplain. The line of march was as 
follows: Chaplain Richard, three sailors as color bearers, Will C. 
King, Will Driscoll and Ray Riley. The remains wrapped in the 
American Flag, on a wagon drawn by four black horses with 
soldiers Wallie Heald and Wesley Culler as riders. On either 
side of the carriage marched the firing squad, soldiers J.E. 
Clark, Wesley Berridge, J.W. Reeves, and Arthur Lowery. 
Following were the pall bearers, soldiers Guy Davis, Noble 
Jones, Chester Heald, George Bell, D.W. Calder and Harold 
Rosel. Next was the bugler, soldier W.C. Jessee, Jr., and 
honorary pall bearers, soldiers Howard Scott, Harvey Mayer, 
LeRoy Hyde, Jack Tharp, and W.H. Fund. Sailor George Lawson 
was commanding officer, sailor Herman Henery in charge of 
cars in procession and soldier Hiller Camp in charge at the 
cemetery. In this formation followed by autos, the squad 
marched at attention to the edge of town, at ease to the hill 
overlooking the cemetery and at attention to the cemetery. 
Chaplain Richard in charge gave a short sketch of the life of 
soldier Summers. The mens quartet, Messers, Holston, 
Goodrich, Turrentine and Goudy gave a selection. Rev. A.L 
Goudy offered prayer. The funeral address given by Chaplain 
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Richard was impressive and well given. Following a song by the 
quartet the squad marched to the grave and the miltary prayer 
was given by the Chaplain. A pause was made to allow 
photographs to be taken of the assemblage. The body was then 
lowered, and the firing squad gave the last salute to their 
honored dead. The cemetery closed with "Taps" played by bugler 
Jessee. 

There were more than one hundred cars parked about the 
cemetery and the crowd present was estimated at more than 
five hundred people. 

The memorial day program in 1922 was held in the 
theatre. Veterans of three wars were represented by the men in 
uniform on the platform. Judge J.R. Donaldson and H.H. Hittle 
of the Civil War, Walter Clelland of the Spanish American War, 
and legion members of World War I. Following the service at the 
theatre cars were provided for all to the cemetery. The twenty- 
three graves of veterans in the cemetery were decorated. The 
ladies auxiliary placed cut flowers on all the graves. One of the 
graves in the Fairview cemetery is Oberlin Levic, a veteran of 
the War of 1812. A firing squad composed of four sailors, Will 
King, Herman Henery, Fred Hunt and Ray Riley, fired a salute 
to the military dead. The salute was given across the monument 
erected to the memory of Arlington A. Hald and two flags 
erected to his memory and that of Eitel F. Thieme in whose 
honor the post is named. The remains of Arlington rest in 
France and Eitel is buried in the Arlington National Cemetery. 
At the close soldier W.C. Jessee blew "Taps". 

This was the first memorial service performed by the 
American Legion members. Since then it has been a tradition, 
each year, for the legion to have a service and firing squad at 
the cemetery on Memorial Day. They also furnish a firing squad 
for any veteran's funeral whose family requests it. Also each 
year the veterans graves are decorated on Memorial Day with 
an American Flag posted on each grave. 

THE AMERICAN LEGION AUXILIARY 
On Saturday, April 5, 1922, a meeting was held in the 
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1.0.0.F. hall to organize an American Legion Auxiliary. A 
temporary organization was established and resolutions were 
adopted to organize. The Auxiliary was organized on May 7, 
1922. Officers elected were: President Mrs. E.E. Holston, Vice 
President Mrs. George Lawson, Sec.-Treas. Miss Mabel Hyde, 
Chaplain Mrs. Amanda Jessee, and Historian Miss Eva Heald. 
There were twenty-six charter members. I do not have the 
information as to when this was discontinued. 


TWENTY-TWO CLUB 

The Goff Twenty Two Club was organized on December 20, 
1904. The club was organized for a community accident and 
health insurance through twenty-two such clubs. It was the 
idea of Charley Lockname of Wetmore to start the clubs. In the 
first fifteen years from 1904 to 1919, the club paid out $740 in 
benefits at an annual cost to each member of $2.46. The benefit 
amounted to ten dollars per week for the members. 


MODERN WOODMEN 
The Goff Modern Woodmen of America was active in 1924. 
The Woodmen were one of the strongest fraternal insurance 
companies in the world and furnished a necessary and 
beneficial insurance protection. In March 1924, they took in 
twenty new members and in 1925 they had over ninety 
members. This insurance, if paid up, is still good today. 


BASEBALL 


BASEBALL On June 13, 1913, a 


MAST FIELD—GOFF - 


meeting was held by local 
SUNDAY, JULY 298 businessmen and ball players 
“Meret inde Gol_ | ot the City Hall and it was 
decided to enter the Central 
Branch Baseball Association. 
The plan of the league was one 
game a week playing at home 
every two weeks. The players 
were to be strictly all home 


Chloren Uader 12 Free 
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men. At that time they 


played west of town on the B ASEB ALL! 


north side of the road. It was 
! 
called Henery's Park or Field. OPENING GAME! 


The Goff Baseball Club 
was organized August 1919. 
On June 12, 1920, the Goff 
team played Frankfort and 
won by a score of seven to 
six. Nearly 500 people were 
there and at that time the 
team was called the "Goff 
Greys". On April 6, 1922, a 
Northeast Kansas Baseball ; ; 
League was formed. The Goff oat a ee 
team became part of that oh Pag nt ve 
league. In 1924, the club Sunday, May 24 
cancelled all their games and 
quit or "blew up”. C.K. Simon ONAGA Ve. GOFF. ‘ 
agreed to manage the team Mast Ball Park—Goff * ‘ 
and scheduled a game 
against Frankfort. The new 
club was organized in July 
1924, with D.F. "Burt" Dicks 


as manager. : Admission: ; - 
Goff had some very good |} adies 25c, °- . Gents 35¢ 


baseball teams over the Children under 12, Free 
years with such people as ” 


Munsels, Bradleys, Jepsons, Plan to see the opening gamc 
Bunton, Hendershots, 
Henereys, Simons, and many, many more. They had baseball 
teams here for many years and in more recent times, softball 
teams. They then played at the diamond on the east edge of 
town. This was also the football field during the high school 
years. 


Onaga has. a salaried battery 


Collier and Jenkins are the 
Goff battery. 
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MUTUAL HELPERS 

The Mutual Helpers 
Club was organized on 
August 9, 1922 at the home 
of Mrs. Chas. Hooper. The 
first meeting was held 
August 24th at the home of 
Mrs. John Butts. The 
subejct was the "Home" and 
Mrs. Patton gave a 
humerous selection on 
"Home, the Best Place of 

The club was com- 
posed of ladies from the 
country. 


HILL TOP PIG CLUB 
On May 23, 1921 the 
Hill Top Pig Club was 
organized with Milburn 
Atkins as president. Each 
member fed one or more pigs “Lefty” Nelsan: ‘and Willett. 
for a four month period and Goff. - aie “Strawberry”: Jee 
then exhibited them at the fon, “Wink” Collier: and: . 
county fair. This club started 
with nine members. Cloris 
Molineux, of this club, won 
first place honors in the fat 
pig class at the fair. The boys Prices, are but 35c for Gents: 
continued feeding until 15c for Ladies, with Child- 
October to see who would be | ‘ren under 12 Free.': 
able to produce the most 
pork. 


Plenty of. protected: park 
space for, _your auto. : 


Game will start at 2:30 p. m. 
GOFF, SUNDAY, AUG. 23 


BAND 

A musical organization was formed in December 1921. 
Prof. Alois Phillips was director, Miss Pike, assistant director, 
E.E. Holston president, W.C. Jessee sec.-treas., and Ivalee 
Atkins librarian. They were called the "Goff Concert Orchestra". 
Then in April 1929, a Goff Band was organized again, with the 
help of the band leader from Onaga. This band lasted for a 
number of years. 


The Goff Band, taken about 1929 


THE MASONIC LODGE 

The Goff Lodge was organized in the summer of 1921 with 
O.V. Collins as Master and A.H. Fitzwater as Secretary. There 
were nearly thirty charter members. In February 1922, a 
charter was granted for the Masonic Lodge in Goff. A.P. Lapham 
Sr., District Deputy Grandmaster acting in capacity as Special 
Deputy Grand Master, along with his staff from the Wetmore 
Lodge, came to Goff and constituted, consecrated and dedicatd 
the Goff Lodge AF and AM No. 430 on March 7, 1922. 

On October 2, 1923, the district meeting of the masonic 
Lodge in the eleventh district was held at the Goff Lodge. This 
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included the lodges of Whiting, Netawaka, Wetmore, Corning, 
Centralia, and Goff. There were about one hundred members 
attending. In later years the lodge was consolidted with the 
Wetmore lodge and presently meet here in their hall, the old 
Nazarene church building. (See picture shown under Churches). 


EASTERN STAR 

A meeting was held on May 12, 1922 and a temporary 
organization of the Eastern Star was organized. Officers elected 
were: Worthy Matron, Mrs. E.E. Holston; Associate Matron, 
Mrs. Charlie Hooper; Worthy Patron, T.C.Ellis; Conductress, 
Mrs. Harry Gray; Associate Conductress, Mrs. G.W.Sourk; 
Secretary, Mrs. V. Hart; and Treasurer, Mrs. L.A. Corwin. They 
held their meetings in the I.0.0.F. hall. The Order of Eastern 
Star charter was installed officially on January 24, 1923 by 
Mrs. Mabel Woodford from Atchison, Grand Ester of the Kansas 
Grand Lodge. They presently hold their meetings in the Masonic 
hall. 


REBECCA LODGE 

The Goff Rebecca Lodge No. 684 was installed at the 
1.0.0.F. hall in Goff on March 31, 1923. Mrs.Zylpha Dix of 
Hutchison of the State Assembly Associatin of the I.0.0.F. did 
the installing. The officers of the Wetmore Lodge were present 
and conferred degrees. There was a total of thirty members 
admitted to the new lodge. 

Officers were: Noble Grand, Mrs. Nick Henery; Vice Grand, 
Mrs. Millie Okeson; Secretary, Mrs. E.C. Mahler; Treasurer, 
Miss Edith Sharpe; and District Deputy, B. A. Johnstone. On 
June 6, they became a fully accredited lodge. They continued to 
hold their meetings in the I.0.0.F. hall until the lodge was 
closed. 


ANTI HORSE THIEF ASSN. 
Goff had an Anti Horse Thief Association at one time in the 
early days. This organization was formed just after the Civil War 
to protect law abiding people against those banded together to 
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plunder the honest people. The national order consisted of 
officers and delegates from state associations and local asso- 
ciations. Anyone over twenty-one was an eligible member.Wi- 
dows of members received the protection which their husbands 
were entitled to when they were living. Other women became 
protected members by paying dues. They held their meetings in 
the G.A.R. building which was just east of the present bank. 


WOMANS CLUB 

A number of ladies met on November 8, 1933 for the 
purpose of organizing a Woman's Study Club. The organization 
was completed at the meeting and it was voted to Federate. At a 
special meeting of the Goff Woman's Club, the club colors were 
chosen to be yellow and the flower the chrysanthemum. The 
completion of the organization was handled by Mrs. H.P. 
Cawood from Wetmore. They presently hold their meetings in 
individual club member's homes. 


WORLD WAR I ORGANIZATIONS 

I am listing a few of the many organizations that were 
formed as a direct result of the first World War. 

During the first World War the high school had an 
organization called the "Victory Girls and Victory Boys". 

On August 1, 1917, the Goff branch of the Nemaha County 
Red Cross was formed. By November 1919, the Red Cross had 
one hundred seventy two members here. 

The Goff Canning Club was organized on March 21, 1917. 
This club was formed for the purpose of preserving food when 
World War I came along. In the 1917 season, its members 
canned 5,000 quarts of fruit, 3,500 quarts of vegetables, 50 
quarts of soups and meats, and 700 quarts of preserves. There 
were one hundred fifty members that year. 

In May 1918, the "Four Minute Men" was organized. This 
was a nationwide plan to give information direct to the people 
from the U.S. Government during the war. The work consisted 
of giving a four minute speech at each picture show. 
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CHURCH ORGANIZATIONS 

The Christian Church ladies had an organization known as 
the Women's Christian Temperance Union. They had the Delta 
Sigma Sunday School class. 

The Methodist Church ladies have an organization known 
as the Women's Society of Christian Service, W.S.C.S. This was 
organized in 1941 at a meeting called by Rev. John Taylor. The 
first meeting was held September 11, 1941. The first officers 
were: Mrs. Ward Gates, president; Mrs. Vernon Houts, vice 
president; Mrs. A.H. Fitzwater, secretary; and Mrs. Eva Stark, 
treasurer. This organization is still active as of this date. They 
have a youth organization known as the Youth Fellowship. 


4-H 
At a meeting held at the Goff school building on March 21, 
1938, a 4-H Club was organized. The club was named "Jolly 
Golfers". Officers elected were: Anna Mae Gold, president; 
Henry Massek, vice president; Kenneth Crandall, sec.-treas.; 
Ben Hart, reporter. 


HIGH SCHOOL ALUMNI 

The alumni of Goff High School organized with about forty 
charter members. Officers for the meeting on May 18, 1920 
were: President, W.C. Jessee, Class of 1914; Vice President, 
R.H. Hunt, Class of 1918; Secretary, Anna Groves, Class of 
1919; Treasurer, Ray Springer, Class of 1915. The first meeting 
was held in the 1.0.0.F. hall with the banquet served by the 
Ladies Union of the Associated Church. Later the meetings were 
moved to the school auditorium where they were held until the 
school was closed. They are presently held at the City Hall 
building which was the I.0.0.F. hall when the Alumni was 
organized. The Alumni Association had the old school bell 
mounted in front of the City Hall after the schoolhouse was torn 
down. 
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Mounting the school bell in front of the City Hall in 1985. Pictured are Gerald 
Stallbaumer on top and Roy Bell, left. 


Plaque mounted in base of school 
bell. 


SOME OTHERS 
Here I am listing a few of the organizations that were in or 
around Goff at one time or another. 
The Home Guard was organized in Goff on August 19, 
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1917 at the 1.0.0.F. hall. These organizatios were formed in all 
progressive communities to promote clean-up and paint-up and 
make the city a better place to live. 
There was an embroidery club here in July 1918. Knitting 
then took the place of embroidery. 
On July 6, 1917, the Goff Lodge of the Ancient Order of 
United Workman was organized. 
The Goff Athletic Club was organized in April 1922 by a 
number of the Legion boys. 
Don't. miss’ the Dip’ Supper’ | This club was formed for 
‘sponsored by the Rebekah “Loge | some friendly boxing and 


in. the Banquet Rooni of the: Goft- 
“Library, next Wednesday evening, | WTestling. 
Oct, 29th, starting at 6:80.—Adv. The K.Y.J. Farm Bureau 


unit was organized at the 
home of Mrs. Ward Sourk on May 14, 1937. Officers were 
elected and the club was organized under the direction of 
LeVesta Davis. 

There was a Jolly Jokers club northwest of town. They met 
at the home of Mrs. Bob Burkholder on April 23, 1930 and 
quilted. 

There was a Ladies Jawhawker Club here in 1919. 

The Jewel Camp Royal Neighbors of America Lodge No. 776 
was organized in Goff in 1911. 

There was a Goff Five Hundred Club here in 1920. This 
club consisted of the members playing the card game of Five 
Hundred. They usually had refreshments afterwards and 
sometimes had a dance. 

In 1921, the Goff-Corning Married Folks Dancing Club 
held dances bi-weekly. 

Starting in the early 1920s, Goff had a bridge club here. 
On February 18, 1931, they had a bridge tournament with 
Wetmore which ended in a tie. 

There was a Busy Bee Club here in the thirties and also 
the Home Study Club and Neighborly Club. 

The Friendship Club met at the home of Mrs. Geraldine 
Ewing on June 27, 1928. This club was composed of town 
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ladies and had twenty-one members then, 

A Boy Scouts organization was formed in 1927. Their 
headquarters was in the cabin in Reverend Cook's yard. 

In October 1925, a Campfire Girls group was organized 
with Mrs. C.C. Holmes, wife of the school superintendent, as 
the guardian. Its purpose was to preserve a girl's interest in her 
home, her community and her country, 


LIONS CLUB 

The Lions Club of Goff was chartered on April 23, 1951 
with Reverend Jim Parker as the first president. They had 
twenty-eight charter members. 

They held their meetings in the restaurant in the 
Commercial Hotel in the beginning. Later they met in the 
Fellowship hall of the Methodist Church then moved to the City 
Hall where they still meet. 

They remodeled the City Hall by fixing up the upstairs with 
a hardwood floor and particle board on the walls. Then they 
remodeled the kitchen in the basement, or downstairs. They 
knocked out the wall of the old kitchen and furnace room, dug 
out the dirt and concrete and wheeled it out the door to a truck. 
They then built a larger 
kitchen and modernized it 
like it is today. Over the 
years they have made other 
improvements to the 

tes: Ae downstairs of the hall. 
IN OUR BINS AND READY FOR YOU — They also laid a new tile 


ILLINOIS — SOUTHERN KANSAS f 
‘AND BRIQUETTES floor in the Methodist 


Friend & Holston Church, lighted the ball field 


LUMBER & COAL E. E. Holston, Mgr. and many other projects. It 
eS ee GOFF, KANSAS. | Was the Lions Club that, 


through the hard work of 

many members, was responsible for the forming of the Nemaha 
County Fire District No. 1 in Goff in 1963. 

In 1953 they sponsored the first July 4th, Independence 
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Day celebration on the streets of town. It has since been moved 
to the Handley Park on the south side of the highway. There are 
presently twenty-one members in the club. 


CAMPING CLUB 

The Nemaha Nomads Camping Club was organized in July 
1975. Robert Collins, who was quite active in getting it started, 
was the first president. At first, due to the number of potential 
members, membership was limited to within a ten-mile radius 
of Goff. Then later, in about 1977, they built a campground, 
complete with electricity and water, for their home base. It is 
called "Oak Hills" and is located on the Melvin Swart farm one 
mile east and one mile south of town. 


1990 BUSINESSES 
First National Bank 
Post Office 
White Barn II Furniture Refinishing 
Henry Brothers Service Station 
E & L Service and Grocery 
D &J Cafe 
Liquor Store 
Henry Brothers Brome Seed Plant and Elevator 

Barbershop 

Beauty Shop 
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NGWS PAP OT vais cohasaiaess wines peerssudancnnenduaslesd aa duesCatamae ig tastunn greene 
The Post Office 
Banks... 


Drug Stores... 


Funeral Directors ... 
Markets & Grocery ........:ccscccccesessscssesceeessseceesesseseseeesensesssensaeas 81 


Barbershops 
Beauty Shops 
The Great White Way.... 
White Way: Cate sic. wvis esccdicsitecssweteadicaisreind eteaheveecueioathceutehiee 

Phe Owl Cate c2isccisicisstsittiesseavsts sisagsteteraicegetedsvcisereareucubicevatine 92 


The White Way Garage...........ccescsscsscsecescesseseesseeseesaestesenseneeene 99 
Churches. 
Blacksmiths .. 
Elevators ............. 


Hardware & Implements 
Service: Stations \...2/s.i¢ cesses esecesvseiteieensiety uiperensdeinaseatectiiess 


Poultry, Egg and Cream Buying Stations .0............cccesesseeeeeee 121 
The Poultry and Egg Plant ........ccccccsscsssssssecessssecsesssecseseaseneeses 124 
Franklin Ice Cream Company .......0.....cssccsssssessscsnecesseeeneceeeeees 133 
The Goff Ghost 


Some of the Other Businesses ... 
The Fairview Cemetery. 
World War I 


Early English Goff Colony............::cccsscsscesssecesssesnerenesenseesseeeeee 
Grand Army of the Republic............:cscccscsesneeeeeeteeeeeneeeneeeeees 
Independent Order of Odd Fellows 
Commercial Club 


The American Legion ....2..ccsissselesiecacnsassedsvnsseensisandcaesdaienelicnsie 161 
The American Legion Auxiliary..........cccccsscssssesseessscessereseeesseees 163 
Twenty-Two Club 
Modern Woodmen.............66+ 
Baseball .... 
Mutual Helpers. 
Hill Top Pig CUD... ceeecesesecesesseecesseeeeecseeesecsaeeecnsaseseeneees 166 


The Masonic LOdBe i icvscvsssi sstcss sacs saiselianar cous savaveesnaraivendesennanietins 167 
Eastern Star 
Rebecca Lodge... 
Anti Horse Thief Assn. ............:0c0000 
Womans CIUD Qu... ceceseseeceseeeeeeeerseecesneeeeesseaeeceneeeesenaeeceeneenees 
World War I Orgamizations..............ccscccccceccecesesssneeensceneesesneeees 
Church Orpanizations:. ..isiccsenenncsiaacrgeianioviearrndntaniceenseints 


High School AlUMMI............cscesescessssesesesseecsseesseessassnseeessesenes 
Some Others... 
Lions Club... 
Camping Club .... 
1990 Businesses 
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